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Think 

When you c/o, 
you'll be foster 
than the wind. 



SIX YEARS IN DEVELOPMENT 
For years, insiders have been jealously 
guarding the Velocity performance advantage. 
In fact, it's been six years since our first 
Velocity board hit the water. We've built 
hollow boards, honeycomb boards, sandwich 
boards, even hybrid boards. All of them 
good, but unfortunately, not great. 

Finally, with some help from our friends in 
the aerospace industry, we've perfected 
a high temp-high pressure composite 
construction. It produces incredibly light 
boards with the feel of epoxy and the 
strength of an airplane. You simply must 
sail one to understand. 


9'4" Terminator-At last, a slalom 
board specifically designed for the most 
frequently experienced conditions, 12-18 
knots, instant acceleration, glides forever 
and jibes on a dime. 

Speed Spoon -14 to 40 knots - the Spoon 
shape, an exclusive Velocity innovation. 
Our Speed Spoon is great for 80-130 
pounders in moderate winds and excels 
for all weights in nuclear winds! It stays 
easy to handle in the strongest gusts. 


FACTORY DIRECT TO YOU 
The traditional distribution system of trade 
fairs, pro racers, sales reps and retailers 
involves so much cost that our boards would 
simply be too expensive. We want you to 
share the Velocity experience at a reasonable 
price. Now you can buy any Velocity board 
wholesale, direct from the manufacturer. 


THREE NEW WATER WEAPONS 
9'9" Predator-A short board for 10 
knots? You bet! The slalom board for big 
boys and light winds.-. 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
We are so sure you'll be delighted with 
your Velocity after yu try it, that if you 
want, well buy it h r y. after the first week!* 


DON'T KNOW ’ YOU WANT? 
Then visit your loo. acialty retailer. 

They'll give you grec lection and service. 
But, if you knowyc . nt the best 
and can appreciate i difference 
in our lighter-faster 
Velocity boards then.... 

Think fast! Think Velocity! 

You'll be faster than 
the wind. 

’Less one week 
rental & freight. 


-V. 
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The Perfect 
Board 


MAY 1989 


A s you read this, sailors across 
the country are readying their 
equipment for a new season, 
pulling boards out of garages, 
unrolling last year’s quiver of sails, and 
searching through the Yellow Pages, 
magazine advertisements, and sail¬ 
board shop windows with an eye on 
purchasing some new equipment for 
1989. 

Whether you’re a first-time buyer or 
a seasoned sailor with a pile of boards 
on the roof of your car, buying new 
gear calls for careful shopping, talking, 
haggling, reading, and test riding. 

For those lucky few who are inde¬ 
pendently wealthy and have an 
unlimited amount of free time, board 
shopping can become a leisurely 
process involving hours of test sailing 
demo models from each manufacturer 
to determine exactly which board is the 
“right" one in all expected wind and 
water conditions. 

But for the majority of our readers— 
those of us with full-time jobs and a 
more limited amount of free time—the 
shopping process must necessarily be 
compressed into a more reasonable 
time frame. If you fall into the latter 
category, you probably wish you had 
some sort of inside information on the 
new boards to help shorten the search 
process. 

And that’s where we can help. 

When WindRider first started testing 
boards more than seven years ago, the 
intent was not to define the “perfect" 
board—if indeed one exists—but to aid 
sailors in their quest for a personal "first 
choice." 

Over the years, the test formats 
have been modified and improved a 
number of times, and have included 
both objective technical information 
and subjective sailor's opinions. We 
have employed various numerical rating 
systems, and continue to increase the 
scope and accuracy of our technical 
tests. But along with the numbers, we 
have always considered the opinions of 
our test sailors to be very important, 
because sailing is a highly personal 
experience that often cannot be 
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expressed in stars, dots, or ratings. 

We’ve reviewed 37 boards so far 
this year, and will continue our testing 
program on into the summer issues. We 
took on high-performance slalom 
boards in our March issue, and in April 
we hashed over the high-wind slalom 
and the giant slalom categories. In this 
issue, we bring you seven new course 
boards, just in* time for the racing 
season. 

We selected a brand-new test team 
for this group of boards, using a new 
testing format designed by Tom James 
and Pat LeMehaute that places each 
board in one-on-one competition to 
evaluate its individual performance 
characteristics. Technical Editor 
LeMehaute also spent hundreds of 
hours in his lab measuring, weighing, 
and checking stiffness ratings for each 
board. 

If used correctly, we feel our tests 
can serve as a valuable tool for the 
buyer. By studying the test results, 
readers can begin the selection 
process, narrowing their focus to those 
models that sound right for them. 

But such study is really only the be¬ 
ginning, because it is ultimately up to 
each reader to shop for himself, to visit 
manufacturer's "demo days" to take a 
test ride, and to search through local 
windsurfing shops to find the best deals 
and the best gear. 

If you are new to the sport, check 
with your local dealer. He can often 
inform you of upcoming demo days, 
and may be able to supply you with the 
names and numbers of other people 
who own the same board. 

By all means, listen to the dealers, 
to other sailors, and use our test 
reviews as a starting point. But in the 
end, each sailor must make a purchase 
decision for himself, weighing all the 
information at his disposal. 

We know that board buying can 
seem a bit intimidating at times, but it's 
also a lot of fun. So read on, sail on, 
and with a little luck and perseverance, 
you might just find that "perfect" board 
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PROMOViCO 


QUICK START 
BREAKAWAY LEADER 
TRIUMPH 


North products offer you the ultimate in unlimited fun. 









NORTH IS THE SAILING CMAJMnw 



We didn't just rename our sails, we 
developed a whole new generation 
of sails that can exceed the 
demands of today's sailors who dare 
to push and challenge the known 
limits. We have taken the responsibi¬ 
lity of building rigs which can meet 
this challenge. 


FOR EXAMPLE: INFINITY 

Infinity knows no limits. This is the 
dream quiver of the high perfor¬ 
mance sailor. Infinity integrates the 
low end acceleration and top end 
speed of the Prisma racing sail with 
the wind range and maneuverability 
of our Ellipse Ezzy Wave. Jumping, 
jibing, reaching and drag racing, this 
is the sail that can truly do it all. 


DUO CAMBER SYSTEM 


To achieve control and stability in a 
high wind sail the Duo-Camber 
system is unmatched. Today's sailors 
demand versatility, stability and 
superb handling. North Sails offers it 
all. 


NORTH SAILS 

RIG PROFESSIONALS 
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SAIL ON LAND 
Parking lots, 
hard packed 
beaches 




WINDSKATE SAIL 
WITH MAST 


\ 


$379 


USE 

YOUR SAIL 
AND UNIVERSAL 
OR TRY OURS Rj 
BOARD ONLY ™ 

$249 

WINDCRUISER 



TM 


8'PNEUMATIC TIRES 
PRECISION SHIELDED BEARINGS 
ADJUSTABLE U-PIVOT TRUCKS 
31-x 10-LAMINATE DECK 


Supercruiser 

2A Red Plum Circle, Monterey Park, 

CA 91745 

TEL (213) 726-3177 FAX (213) 726-3095 
(Dealer inquiries Welcome) 
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COUTTS RIGHT ON 
COURSE 


“I t was certainly heartening to see that 
Paul Coutts, in his article "Right on 
Course" (March 1989), calls the 
J swing-back centerboard a center- 
board. Unlike many other boardsailing 
writers, he didn’t make the mistake of 
referring to it as a daggerboard! 

Bob Awtrey 
Fernandina Beach, FL 

LANDLOCKED FAN 

"~1 really enjoy WindRider Magazine, but I 
would like to see more articles on in¬ 
land windsurfing. I like to read about 
J riding huge waves, but I don’t live any¬ 
where near coastal waters. Oklahoma is 
ranked in the top three for miles of shore¬ 
line in the continental US and we have lots 
of lakes and plenty of wind. Where my 
husband and I live, there are five different 
lakes, some big, some small, and all 
within 30 miles of one another. 


Paul Sagnes 
Bagneres, France 

VACATION TIP 


C77J his past December we were in a 
quandary as to where our whole 
family, which includes beginning 
_J and advanced windsurfers, could 
enjoy a windsurfing vacation together. 
Finally, someone suggested South Padre 
Island in Texas, and we went for it. 

Over two weeks at Christmas time, we 
had excellent weather and didn’t even 
need wetsuits some of the time. Most of 
the time, high winds prevailed, but even 
beginners can go out with small sails on 
the Laguna Madre bayside because it’s 
protected and shallow 

We enjoyed excellent service, in¬ 
struction, and hospitality from Rolf and 
Lisa Woods, owners o ;he Woods Hole 
windsurfing shop in Port Isabel. My hus¬ 
band and I learned to . vorstart and our 
girls learned to sail W • nad a wonder¬ 
ful time and I’d recomr South Padre 
to anyone looking for a . oyable vaca¬ 
tion spot for the entire Ay. 


Kelly McCallay 
Hammon.OK 


Mary Boland 
Carbondale. CO 


Editor's Note . Your wish is our command; 
look for upcoming WmdFinder articles in 
1989 on such inland spots as Kansas 
City, Colorado, Montana, and Ohio. 

THREE MILLION 
FRENCHMEN CANT 
BE WRONG 


CORREC T ONS 

~| n the March 1989 is; we reviewed 
I the DCS-constu.' ion Mistral 
Screamer, but the "Vital Statistics" 
| given were for the LCS version. (The 
LCS version's construction materials in¬ 
clude a reduced amount of carbon fiber 
and increased fiberglass.) 



im fter reading Tom James' editorial 
A \ about the drop of board sales in 
u * the USA (Nov/Dec 1988), I de¬ 
cided to give you the view from 
Europe—France in particular. 

The same thing happened in France 
six years ago. The market crashed, 
causing the death of many windsurfing 
firms and shops. You might ask, “What's 
going on now?" Well, the firms that sur¬ 
vived are now stronger and the quality of 
their products has improved The 
windsurfing shops are more serious and 
offer more services. At the same’time, the 
second-hand market is getting better and 
better and the level of French windsurfers 
grows higher and higher. 

About three million French people are 
now participating in windsurfing and 
France is still the first market for windsurf¬ 
ing in the world. Windsurfing here has 
reached its maturity and everything is 
going well. 


HOMEMADE 

BOARDRACK 


L, ,J he venerable presence of a 7'4" 
converted surfboard in my board 
“quiver'' is a tangible reminder of 
the newness of this sport of ours. 
So many innovations and ideas over a 
short evolutionary period can result in 
confusion and loss of interest in the sport. 
I'd like to share with you one of the less 
technical ideas that I've come up with. 
Simply stated, it is a lightweight, yet 
strong boardrack constructed from ABS 
plumbing components available at most 
any hardware stores With creative use of 
a hacksaw, medium-grit sandpaper and 
ABS cement, anyone can have their own 
version of my "Boardrack 88." 


Gary Boates 
Nova Scotia, Canada 
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FANATIC 


Performance oriented sailors 
demand more than ordinary mass 
produced equipment! They want: 

• Fast, competitive shapes 

• Durable, lightweight, composite 
technology 

• Hot graphics 

Ultra fun from start to finish! 

With the innovative ULTRA line, 
FANATIC offers "State of the Art" car¬ 
bon fiber technology. CAT, BEE and 
BOA now are even lighter, and even 
stiffen The new highwind benchmark 
MAMBA, and the BOA are the first 
and only production boards featuring 
deck to deck structural foam/ 
composite stringers. 

And when it comes to components, 
FANATIC doesn't compromise: 

All ULTRA fins and centerboards are 
molded in epoxy/carbon pre-preg 
technology, for more speed and 
radical action. 

For discriminating sailors worldwide 
Ultra is the difference... 


QUALITY 
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IOBBY NAISH 

(AIL: GAASTRA/RUSHWIND PROTOTYPE 
1ST PLACE, GORGE PRO-AM 


ADTR TESTED 


WHEN BRUCE PETERSON AND DAVE RUSSELL OF RUSHWIND, AMERICA'S HOTTEST NEW DESIGN TEAM, FUSED WITH GAASTRA'c 
IEFF MAGNAN AND THE AERODYNAMIC TEST RIG - THE RESULTS WERE EXPLOSIVE. 

TOGETHER THEY DEVELOPED A SLALOM SAIL THAT HARNESSED THE POWER AND ENERGY OF THEIR IDEAS INTO EVERY STITCH, SEAN 

AND PANEL 

AT THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS SLALOM EVENT IN THE WORLD, THE GORGE PRO-AM - ROBBY NAISH TESTED THEIR SAIL AND BLE\a 
AWAY THE COMPETITION, TAKING 1ST PLACE AND DOMINATING ONE OF THE TOUGHEST FIELDS EVER ASSEMBLED. 

NOW, AFTER A FURTHER 6 MONTHS OF RIGOROUS TESTING AND REFINEMENT ON THE WORLD CUP CIRCUIT, THE POWER 
AND ENERGY OF ‘THE FASTEST SLALOM SAIL IN THE WORLD' HAS BEEN UNLEASHED - THE GORGE SLALOM LE. 


GORGE SLALOM LE 
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THE 

BOARDSAILOR’S 
WIND REPORT 


r“\ t last boardsailors can get up-to- 
/ A \ the-minute wind forecasts for the 
/ U \ continental US on their very own 
LTLi TVs. Starting on April 7, 1989, a 
weekly wind forecast, sponsored by Gun 
Sails, will be presented on the Weather 
Channel every Friday night at 9:08 p.m. 
EDT, 6:08 p.m. Pacific Time. This nation¬ 
wide broadcast will give wind provisions, 
small craft advisories, and a general USA 
wind forecast for coastal and waterside 
regions for the upcoming weekend 

Raphael Cohen of Gun Sails is a 
boardsailor himself, and says he’s spent 
a lifetime listening to weather reports on 
the radio and television and felt it was 
about time windsurfers had a wind report 
to call their own With additional spon¬ 
sors, he hopes to expand the broadcast 
to a bi-weekly or daily format. 

Currently the wind report will be fol¬ 
lowed by a short video shot in various 
locations around the world, featuring the 
current boardsailing gear available from 
Northern Aquatic, US distributors of Gun 
Sails. Watch closely, because Gun Sails 
wili be running a contest to see who can 
clearly identify the locations where the 
video was filmed and will be giving away 
sail equipment and accessories as 
prizes. 

For more information on the 
Boardsailors Wind Report, contact 
Northern Aquatic, 1-800-363-6277 


ROCK AROUND THE 
BOARD 


~ t was bound to happen. With all those 
ex-Beach Boys-fans-turned-yuppies 
on the loose, it was just a matter of time 
J before they all reverted back to their 
misguided childhoods. 

What am I talking about? Why. Sail¬ 
board Rock, of course, that new brand of 
high-tech beach music we all thought 
had disappeared with the '60s. Appar¬ 
ently, it all began when Steve Omar, who 
wrote Sailboard Rock and Windjunkie 
Girl, began devising lyrics as he spent 
hours swimming to the beach after the 
wind died. There seems to be no doubt 
about who invented Windsurfing Music, 
but whether or not it will catch on remains 
to be seen. 

There actually is a cassette tape of 
Windsurfing Music out and I just had to 
hear it. After some inquiries, I was led to 
Steve Omar himself, lyricist, windsurfing 
MAY 1989 
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Board Rock 

instructor, and publisher of the rather 
eccentric Maui Sailboarder. 

After breakfast in a dark corner of 
Charlie’s in Paia, Omar cautiously 
slipped me a copy of the tape, as if it were 
illegal contraband. “Here," he whis¬ 
pered, “try this!" 

I smuggled the precious words and 
music out to my car and slipped the tape 
into my Walkman so that no one else, 
such as Big Brother, would hear. And 
suddenly, out of the hiss and rumble of 
the tape came music. Real music! Wow!! 


I started swinging and swaying and 
bopping around the car like a 15-year-old 
’ at a Jan and Dean concert. 

"C’mon, all you guys and you surfer 
' girls, too, 

Come on down to Hookipa, there’s a 
new dance to do... 

Do the sailboard rock, do the sail¬ 
board rock..." 

Not to be outdone, Randy Naish is part 
' of a band called the Ultrons. TheUltrons 

* wander about the Northwest in search of 
' the perfect audience: the deaf. Their 
’ music varies between illiterate noise and 
’ outrageous vibrations, whatever those 

* are. 

Back on Maui and not to be outdone, 
Mike Waltze jams night and day with surf 

* slashers Brett Lickle, Kai Katchadorian, 

' Pete Cabrinha, Ian Boyd, and others, 

’ pounding out some pretty hot rock and 

* roll. Their brand of Windsurfing Music is 
a bit more traditional than the others. 

Now, I’m not real sure that Sailboard 
Rock will really catch on. After all, it really 
doesn’t have as much appeal as, say, 
country music. But then again, who ever 
’ thought that country music would catch 
' on? I can just see us all in a few years, 

’ settled nicely into our beach chairs, an 

* attendant tucking a woolen shawl gently 

* under our wrinkled legs, as we adjust the 
' volume on our "Surfman” stereo head- 
’ sets, and sway to the rhythmic beat of 

* Lawrence "Shredder" Welk playing that 

* wonderful golden oldie, When My Fin 

* Came Loose Last Sunday. A one, and-a 
' two, and-a three... 

’ Contributed by Eric Sanford 



RICK MARTIN 
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JOINS FANATIC 
AND ART 


TDormer American windsurfing 
*—I champion and top fashion model 
| Jenna de Rosnay has joined the 
I team of Fanatic and ART and will be 

involved in promoting and testing future 
as well as existing Fanatic and ART 
equipment. "I was very impressed by the 
quality of Fanatic's and ART's products 
and the innovative spirit of the company, 
which fits perfectly into my future 
windsurfing plans," says de Rosnay. 

Born in March of 1963 in California, 
Jenna grew up on the beaches of Maui, 
Hawaii, and learned how to windsurf in 
the early 1980s. She started racing in 
1984 and immediately placed in the top 
ranks, winning World Cup events at San 
Francisco, USA, and Scheveningen, Hol¬ 
land. 

In October 1984, she conquered the 
women's speed record with a speed of 
27.09 knots (50.17 km/h, 31.24 mph) and 
became the first woman to sail faster than 
50 km per hour. 

Jenna has continued her speed sail¬ 
ing career while becoming one of the 
leading international fashion models. 
Today, she shuttles between Maui and 
Paris with daughter Alize, age five, in tow. 



SAILBOARD slim 

bo ® rd was an old 1985 

oh d ^u rks course board 
shaped by Craig Stroetzel. Af- 

traw , Jk m j? ny races and much 
n ™ ; th ^ f d S we ' 9ht had ^creased 
to 39 pounds from its original 33 pounds, 
which means that the rigged-up weight 
was around 43 pounds. After suffering in 
races against Equipes and Ultra Cats, 
which ran about seven pounds lighter, I 
put my Stroetzel on the rapid weight-loss 
diet for boards and trimmed it down to a 
miraculous 29 pounds! 

Here’s how: First, I cut the deck away 

- with a jigsaw back to the forward straps 

■ and pulled it off. Then I cut through the 

■ foam in a couple of spots and poured 

• thinner in the holes. This enabled me to 

■ pull out the foam in large chunks. With 

• about 80 percent of the foam gone and 

• the bottom cleaned of sludge, the board 

• parts weighed 27 pounds and looked 

• ready for the garbage, so I dropped all 

• other activities and put Humpty-Dumpty 

• together again. 

Using quarter-inch Klegecell sheets, I 

• epoxied a structure to the bottom. I put 

• ribs in to take the lateral loads of the 

• centerboard and mast track and to act as 

• a bulkhead between the hollow and the 

. foam-filled part. At a point about a foot 

. ahead of the mast track, I decided I could 


* use the original deck instead of the rein- 

‘ forced Klegecell deck. Stringers were * 

* used on each side of the centerboard well 

* forward to the front of the mast track. * 

* Instead of the original mast track, I de- 

* cided to put in a skeg box. This saved * 

* only a little weight, but was easy to install 
■ and didn’t leak as much. 

I put a small nozzle behind the mast * 

* track, thinking that a small amount of air 

* pressure would help keep the unsup- 

* ported panels more rigid . The nozzle was 

* cut from the top of a detergent bottle. The 

* compartments were all interconnected 

* so that water could be drained out by * 

* inverting the board and tilting it toward 

* the bow. I also added a plug in the bow * 

* to allow the water to drain out. 

When I weighed the finished product. * 

* the board was about 10 pounds lighter! * 

* After racing it in competition, I discovered * 

* that it was a totally different animal. * 

* People who used to cruise past me be- * 

* gan gaping at me in astonishment as I * 

* planed by them. In chop, the board * 

* sounds like distant thunder, but feels " 

* incredibly solid. When you stand back, * 

* the nose really rises and it’s far easier to * 

* plane than before. At speed, the bow • 

* comes flying out of the water and seems * 

* to float on air. 

So, if you don’t think that losing seven . 

. or eight pounds could affect your board - 
. speed much, think again! You can - 



ANYTHING THAT CAN HANDLE THIS 
MUCH STRESS AND TENSION 
SHOULDN’T BE SOLD OVER THE COUNTER 


iKsasSfe? 



to sail and priced to sell, from the 
“masterminds ofSportex 
Consult your sailboard 
specialty dealer for the 
complete Sportex mast 

system. 
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OUR SPRING SPECIAL YOUR SPRING BREAK. 

INTRODUCING THE NEW 

PLYMOUTH SUNDANCE SPRING SPECIAL 


IT TAKES 47 STANDARD FEATURES PLUS 
A SPORTY TWO-TONE PAINT JOB, AIR CONDITIONING, 
TINTED GLASS, REAR WINDOW DEFROSTER, 
FOUR-SPEAKER SOUND SYSTEM, 7/70 PROTECTION, 

ALL FOR A SPECIAL SPRINGTIME PRICE TO DELIVER 
WORLD CLASS SATISFACTION. 

THE NEW PLYMOUTH SUNDANCE SPRING SPECIAL 









» indRider is pleased to an¬ 
nounce the results of the 
O'Brien photo contest, intro¬ 
duced in WindRider’s June 
1988 issue. The first-place photo came 
’ from Blake Sandorsun of Carmel, Indi- 
* ana. In addition to a free year's subscrip- 
' tion to WindRider, which all entrants re- ' 
' ceived, Sandorsun will receive an ' 
O'Brien Pro-Am slalom board (complete ' 
rig) for his winning shot. 

Todd Norby of Albany, Oregon, came ' 
in second and will receive a Pro-Am ' 
board (hull only). Carol Papworth of Sas- ' 
katchewan, Canada, took third prize and ' 
will be rewarded with a 5.7m sail for her ’ 
efforts. Mike Corbisiero, from Port Wash- ' 
ington, New York, will garner a matching 
quiver and gear bag from O'Brien for his 
fourth-place photo. Congratulations to 
the winners and thanks to all who partici- ' 
paled! 
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' breathe new life into a worthy, but heavy 
' old board The materials wiH cost you 
' around $100 and you'll be able to take 
' pride in a board that's a product of your 
own workmanship. And since you won t 

* have to go out and buy a new 29-pound 

* longboard, you'll certainly save some 
money. Just lighten up and increase your 
racing performance. 

If you want step-by-step instructions 
' and photos on the rapid weight-loss diet 
for your board, send $7 to Robin Thomas, 

* PO Box 2549. St. Thomas. VI 00803. 
Contributed by Robin G Thomas 


WEST WIND SPEED 
! SLALOM 280 STILL 
AVAILABLE 


. "1 n WmdRideTs April 1988 issue, we re- 
. I viewed the West Wind Speed Slalom 

• 280 board and highly recommended it 
. J for anyone from a light-air lightweight 
. to a Gorge-sailing heavyweight. In fact, 

. we called it “the darkhorse slalom board 
. of the year" Well, this year we reviewed 
. the West Wind CSL 2 8 board in our 

• March issue and apparently confused 
. some folks about the current production 
. and availability of the SS 280. 

To put it simply, the SS 280 is still in full 
. production and available for purchase in 
. 1989. The hull design remains un- 
. changed and the skin material has been 
. upgraded to be more durable and UV 
. resistant. 

We hope this clears up the confusion • 

• We just wanted to let you know that the 
. darkhorse board of 1988 is still up and 
. running strong in ’89 


1988 O’BRIEN 
PHOTO 
■ CONTEST WINNERS : 
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ERIC SANFORD 


'TCULO 

WITH 

ERA 


ranked second in 
the PBAwavecir- 
ined an exclusive 
:ontract with Car- 
lulo will be using a 

Dortsglasses and 

de for both sailing 


and leisure activities. 

Since joining the competitive circuit, 
Angulo has been at the top consistently, 
and this year has set his sights on the 
number one position. During the 1989 
season, Angulo will be sailing in all of the 
Grand Slam events, including those in 
Japan, Holland, France, Spain, and his 
own backyard, Hawaii. 

Angulo plans to do more slalom racing 
and a bit of course racing during the 
upcoming season in order to improve his 
standings as a multi-event competitor. ■ 
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YOU KNOW WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT MEN 
WHO KEEP 1HHR SOCKS ON. 


They say they like it wet. 
They say that to hit the surf, 
dive the depths, soak the sand, 
a man's gotta wear what a 



man's gotta wear. And so does by sea, this is how 

a woman. The new Nike Aqua to make waves. 
Sock, Aqua Sock Too and 
Aqua Boot. By land, or 


To find the Nike Aqua Socks and Boot, call 1-800-344-NIKE. 


Reader Service 32 
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T humb through WindRider or any 
windsurfing magazine around the 
world and you’ll notice that there’s 
one particular personality being 
photographed these days. Who is this 
photogenic, high-flying wonder with 
blonde hair and hazel eyes? Meet him 
in person and you'll find him very disci¬ 
plined and self-assured, but by no 
means self-centered. Instead, this soft- 
spoken young man sets high standards 
for himself and simply meets them. 

Ian Boyd was born 18 years ago in 
San Diego and grew up in San Pedro, 
California. Since he lived in a neighbor¬ 
hood just one block from the beach, it 
was natural for him to get involved in 
surfing, skateboard! 

BMX bikes, and 
windsurfing. 

His parents sup¬ 
ported his interest ir 
windsurfing, which 
gave him the solid 
foundation he 
needed to make hin 
the successful kid h 
is today. At the 
mere age of eight, 
windsurfing was a 
"fun” thing to do on 
weekends and didn 
become anything tc 
serious until Ian 
reached the ripe ole 
age of 11. 

Known as the 
youngest windsurfe 
in his Southern 
California beach 
town, Ian loved the 
attention and 
challenged himself 
to beat the older 
guys in the sport at 
that time. Then, 
when he was 14, he 
moved to Maui by 
himself, living with different families and 
honing his windsurfing skills. That, plus 
the fact that he’s an only child who's 
always been surrounded by adults, may 
account for his maturity at 18. Ian 
knows just what he wants from the 
world and life. 

Bonni Bogart (BB): What are you 
doing these days? 

Ian Boyd (IB): Well, basically I'm 
going to the Community College here 
on Maui and sailing as much as I can. I 
work out with weights three times a 
week, trying to build my endurance up 
for this coming season. And I've been 
working with my computer a lot, 
corresponding with magazines I work 


High-Flying 
Ian Boyd 


BY BONNI BOGART 


with, primarily WindRider. Because I’ve 
been sailing for 10 years and do it all 
the time, I get burnt out on it, so I like to 
do variety of other things. I just bought 
a drum set three months ago... I’ve 
always wanted to play the drums I've 


Ian, the Boyd Wonder, displayed his talents at the Aloha Classic in '88, where he placed third 
in surf sailing. 


been mountain biking too... when I was 
a kid I used to race BMX bikes, so now 
I like trials riding and freestyle. I like to 
surf when the wind isn’t happening. 

BB: You grew up by the ocean? 

IB: Yeah, we lived just a block away. I 
surfed and raced sailboats with my fa¬ 
ther. My dad got into windsurfing in 
1977 and I got involved in 78 when I 
was eight. I think the ocean is incred- * 
ible; it's the most powerful thing in the 
world. It is so mysterious in a lot of 
ways. 

BB: How did your father get interested 
in windsurfing? 

IB: He had been sailing boats and 
catamarans and tried a Windsurfer 
once when were camping at a lake. He 


came home and bought one. I was too 
small and I wasn’t really interested in it 
at first. My father would go out after 
work and I would go down to the beach 
and check him out sometimes. After a 
year, I hopped on the nose of his board 
and went sailing with him. He got to 
the point where he was tired of me 
going out, so I tried sailing by myself, 
but I was too small for a full-scale 
Windsurfer. 

My dad works in the shipyard with 
aluminum and metal, so he bought a 
stock Windsurfer storm sail, the 
smallest they made at that time, and 
built me booms, cut down a mast, and 
basically built a scaled-down rig. He 
tied a rope to the 
board and just let 
me go back and 
forth so I wouldn’t 
drift away. I went 
back and forth until I 
got it, then he let me 
off the rope. It took 
me a few weeks to 
get off the rope. 

BB: How do you 
feel about the sport? 
IB: Windsurfing, for 
me, is different in a 
way. Most kids grow 
up with some kind of 
sport; soccer, 
baseball, etc. Well, I 
grew up with 
windsurfing and now 
I'm making my living 
from it. Right now I 
couldn’t just stop 
and never do it 
again. But it's kind 
of like gymnastics, 
where you peak at a 
very young age and 
you’re out of there. 

In windsurfing, you 
erikaeoer peak at about 18 to 
25 and then the young guys come in 
and kick your butt. Competitive sailing 
is a young man’s sport. I’m going to do 
it for a few more years full-time. 

BB: Are you a competitive person? 

IB: I’m so competitive in life, it’s unbe¬ 
lievable. I’m over-competitive so much 
that I get jealous and I let little things 
bug me. I really try not to because I’ve 
been so competitive my whole life. I'd 
always try to make something a race 
when I was a kid. In a way, it’s been 
good because it’s driven me to work 
hard and be disciplined. When you’re 
real competitive there’s something 
inside that drives you. 

BB: Is that your main driving force? 
IB: No, not at all. I don’t just do it to 
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win. I think it really comes down to the 
feelings I get out of sailing... the thrill it 
gives me. I’m kind of a show-off; I’ve 
always been one to perform if people 
are willing to watch. What motivates me 
to sail is how fun it is... it’s still playing 
for me. I'll ask myself why I'm doing all 
this, but when I haven’t sailed for a 
while, I really crave it, I get psyched. I 
do like to be involved in other things like 
golfing, bowling, or just messing 
around. What I’ve learned in sailing so 
far is that I can adapt to other things 
easily as far as concentration and self¬ 
visualization. 

BB: How do you apply visualization in 
your sailing? 

IB: It’s definitely important in learning. 
Most athletes do 99 percent physical 
training and one percent mental. Theo¬ 
retically they could do 50 percent 
physical and the rest mental. For 
example, if I go relax and lie down, • 
close my eyes, and visualize myself 
doing a killer off-the-lip or a full-torqued 
jump and just replay that in my mind, 
when I get out in the water—click, it 
happens. It's a form of training, too, 
even though it's in your mind. I believe 
in it. 

BB: What about the pressure to 
maintain a high level of performance? 
IB: Before you win something you just 
say okay, I'm going to do the best that I 
can do as long as I do better than I did 
the last time. But as soon as you win 


something, you’re pressured to do 
really well because you know you can 
do it and your sponsors want you to do 
it. It’s a lot harder because you don’t 
want people to think your win was just 
luck that time. I’ve kept it pretty 
consistent, maintaining a fifth place 
average and under in the last year. 

You can’t win every time because of the 
luck involved in any given day. If 
you’ve never won, you have nothing to 
lose; once you’ve won, you do have 
something to lose. 

BB: What about when you lose... 

IB: I have a fear of failure tucked back 
in me somewhere. I have a high me¬ 
tabolism and I get stressed out. I don’t 
like to lose. I’m not saying that I'm the 
perfect sportsman, but I’m a pretty 
good loser. After and before every heat 
I’ll shake my competitor’s hand whether 
I win or lose. I have a problem losing in 
a situation where the heat is eight 
minutes long and so much can happen. 
One mistake and you're out. 

BB: What are your plans for competi¬ 
tion this year? 

IB: It’s getting impossible to compete 
in and dominate all three disciplines: 
wave riding, slalom, and course racing. 
A lot of people are specializing in one 
area. Different body types do better in 
specific kinds of events. I like waves 
because I've always done it. You can 
express full-on your own freedom and 
style. I don't like racing. I’m not really 


built for it, so I’m being very selective in 
the races that I compete in this year. I’ll 
be going to the wave-riding and surf- 
slalom events. As far as the World Cup, 
I don’t have my heart set on being a 
world champion; I’d rather be known for 
being down-to-earth, a clean, hard 
sailor from the gut. I feel I’ve worked 
real hard at my sport and that I have 

* paid my dues. 

BB: Do you see the contests chang- 
’ ing? 

’ IB: Not at the moment, but I’d like to 
see the scoring system totally change. 

' I think there should be four categories: 

wave riding, jumping, transitions, and 
' tricks. The heats should be two 
’ minutes longer. There are so many 

* variables that can happen in eight 

* minutes. It’s ridiculous because even 

* though there’s skill involved, it’s a lot of 

‘ luck. If you blow it once, that’s it. I think 
changes will happen in time. 

I really think that in the future, some 

* of the new tricks will come out of skate- 
' boarding. Some of the aerial acrobat- 

’ ics they do are so incredible that I can 
’ really see some of it being applied to 

* windsurfing. 

* BB: If you stop sailing competitively, 

* do you want to remain in the windsurf- 

* ing business? 

' IB: I’m not really sure. I know I don’t 

* want to own a shop or run a school, but 
’ I might want to get involved in promo- 

* tion. The most important thing for me is 
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to go to school. I'm hoping school will 
expose me to more ideas Maybe I’ll 
even end up working into a spot with 
one of my sponsors. . 

BB: What are your fears? 

IB: I would have to say the future, 
because I’m not clear on what I want to 
do. I'm afraid of getting old. I like 
being young and I know l‘m going to 
miss being young, so I want to live now 
to the fullest. As far as sailing, though, * 
I’m scared of big surf. Up to a certain 
point it's a rush, but after mast high I 
really don’t care for it I’ll admit that I 
have and know my limits I respect the * 
ocean. 

BB: What is your favorite maneuver? 

IB: I'm a real trickster. I like slow back 
loops, high-tweaked table-tops, down- ' 
the-line aerial off-the-lips, but my 
favorite Is wave riding. Some can learn 
tricks in a few weeks, but wave riding 
takes years to develop your own style. 
There’s nothing like riding a wave 
BB: Speaking of maneuvers, we see 
your "how-to’’ articles in magazines all 
over the world... 

IB: I like to inform people on things 
that I am well educated on. That’s why ’ 
I like doing all these performance tips. I * 
like to tell people how to do it. In a way * 
I've always wanted to be a teacher 
because I really like kids a lot and I like ' 
to teach If someone comes up to me 
and asks how I do something, I really 
get into helping them learn what I know. * 


I've had people come up to me a few 
times and tell me how they learned a 
certain maneuver through my magazine 
tips That really excites me... it feels 
good to hear that you can stoke 
someone like that. 

I've also got a video that just came 
out. It’s called "Tricks of the Trade" 
and it’s real different from other videos 
on the market today. We use a different 
approach to the learning process. The 
learning technique is called image 
replay. There are 10 sequence demon¬ 
strations on the tape, and it will sell for 
under $20. I wish there had been a 
tape like that when I was learning. 

BB: What advice would you give a kid 
who wanted to be like you? 

IB: If they were really into the sport 
and want to be good. I would tell them 
to set themselves some goals. Stick to 
hard, clean sailing; don’t get too com¬ 
mercialized. It’s not as glamorous as 
the magazines make it out to be. It’s 
not always fun and sun There is a lot 
of work involved and you have to pay 
your dues. I can't emphasize enough 
to make sure you have something to fall 
back on... don’t plan on doing this 
forever School is very important! No 
kid should ever drop out of high school 
for this sport. I don't care if it’s for the 
money or what, it’s not worth it in the 
long run. You don’t have to rush into 
becoming the "best” too fast. Set a 
goal that is feasible. 


I would also like to emphasize that 
once you get a sponsor that you like, 
stick with them, go for the long term. I 
see-so many people jumping around 
for that extra $100 here and there. 

Don't just go for the price tag. I think it 
is important for an individual and com¬ 
pany to grow together in research and 
development and communications. 

BB: North Sails is your major sponsor? 
IB: North and O’Neill. I’ll tell you right 
now I couldn't be any happier, and I’m 
not just saying that because they are 
my sponsors. North and O’Neill have 
been great. I like their products. I like 
what they’re doing. Unlike other big 
company sponsors, North doesn’t have 
a lot of team riders. They can take 
good care of their riders because of 
this. I see them as one of the compa¬ 
nies that is growing while others are 
stagnating. I’m glad to be part of a 
growing company because when they 
prosper, I prosper. I appreciate and 
thank my sponsors, North Sails, 

O’Neill, Wetsuits and Sportswear, and 
Rainbow Fins, for what they have done 
for me. It’s a reciprocal relationship; 
we each have role to play in the 
business. 

The main thing I would tell a kid, 
though, is to develop yourself, both 
physically and mentally. Use your mind 
and body together. We all have a lot of 
power that we don't tap into as much 
as we should. ■ 



. 11 r . On August 23*1988, Stephane Peyron sailed a Mistral Equipe to 
^Crescent Island/ 73 Whiles from the magnetic North Pole. Stephane 
chose our Equipe semi-dry wetsuit, featuring Techno-Pren 2000. This 
- special Neoprene offers thick-skinned protection without sacrificing 
warmth or freedom of movement Our special V-front entry is a Mistral 
exclusive. So, whether you’re windsurfing to the North Pole or not Mistral 

Equipe wetsuits are made for people who _ m ■ * 

are crazy about windsurfing. 1 


Nobody* Doing More For The Board. 

See your local authorized Mistral dealer for our complete line of Mistral wetsuit systems. 

7222Parkway Drive Dorsey. Maryland 21076 (301)796-4755 











X STREAM LI ME WINDSURFING THE BOARD BAG 


ULTIMATE 


THE 

EDGE 


. . . that's the edge you get with Xstreamline Windsurfing Quality 

Accessories. 1 



For instance, our custom '89 Board Bags. They provide you 
with the very ultimate in durability and design. And they've long 
been the choice of the world's top amateur and professional sailors. 

Get the best from your windsurfing with Xstreamline Wind¬ 
surfing Quality Accessories. 

For more information and the location of your nearest Xstream¬ 
line Windsurfing dealer, call 213-518-1972 or write 517 North 
Figueroa St., Wilmington, CA 90744. 

•Featured: XSL 1/2 inch Airline Travel Bag 
Also available: 1/4 inch Board Bag, Cordura Board 
Covers, and Nylon Board Covers. 

Other Quality Accessories: Sail Quiver Bag, Surf Slalom Har¬ 
ness, Fin Quiver Bag, Surf Slalom 
Mast Boot. 
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XSTREAMLINE 

WINDSURFING 

YOUR ULTIMATE EDGE 
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T hese days, the cooler the name 
of your board, the better it sails. 
That’s a given. In production 
boards, there’s the Equipe, the 
Lightning Race, the Screamer, the 
White Lite, the Bullit, the Ultra series, 
and so on. Custom boards are more to 
the point, but the names are still racy 
You can get a speed needle 
(ooooooo!), a wave board, a slalom 
board, and even an asymmetrical 
(aaaaah!). I’ve had them all, too. I was 
cool. 

So, when I started hearing about a 
type of custom board Velocity was 
building, I had to laugh. "The Spoon" 
they called it, which to me conjured up 
images of fat French pastry chefs with 
billowy white hats, rather than Robby 
Naish in a crashing, mast-high wave. 
When I first saw one, I had to laugh 
even more. The board is simply an 
anomaly. It looks like a giant duck bill, 
an elephant’s ear, a tongue depressor, 
a tennis racquet, a lamp shade— 
anything but one of the conventional 
sailboards that have been working well 
for years. Some people will do anything 
for attention, but that’s no big deal—this 
sport needs a little humor. 

Slowly, though, I started seeing the 
boards out on the water. Then I began 
to notice something that wasn't so 
funny: These "comedians" on their 
flying saucers were getting huge jumps 
off of little swells, and making all sorts 
of cool tricks look easy—obviously due 
to the unusual design of the board. A 
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A Spoonful 
of Sugar 


BY TOM JAMES 


typical Spoon is about 8'3‘ long, and 
maybe 23 inches wide with an 18 inch 
nose and a 11 inch tail. It’ll be much 
thicker than your average 8'3\ and 
have rolled, but quite thick, rails. Since 
I was just putting around, and these 
guys were planing like they were on 
slalom boards, jumping like they were 
on trampolines, and turning and 
slashing with such finesse, I convinced 
the designer, Tony Logosz, to let me try 
his. 

I put my 5.2 on his board and im¬ 
mediately took off. It reached planing 
speed amazingly fast, and felt as if it 
were riding on foam, rather than water. 
The giant nose gets air under it and 
begs to be jumped, so I complied, and 
flew off a small piece of Gorge chop. 
"I’m hovering," I thought. Hovering? 
It’s not a word I use a whole heck of a 
lot, but it’s the only way to describe the 
air time on a Spoon. It’s like a frisbee 
and, for getting air off nothing at all, it's 
the best thing I’ve ever tried. It was a 
lot of fun, so I stayed on the board until 
the wind picked up. I thought the fun 
would be over, but. as I learned, it was 
really just beginning. 


In windy conditions the board is un¬ 
believable in the air. You get so much 
air that you can easily do maneuvers off 
chop, where you’d normally need a 
wave. For people trying to get max air 
for forward loops in flat water, these are 
the boards. Jump jibes also are unreal. 
When you head up to get the jump, the 
board catches the wind and—the only 
way I can explain what happens, is that 
it slows the board down. Therefore, you 
can be right on top of it when you land, 
rather than landing on your butt, which 
is the tendency on small-nosed boards. 

Because it has such a wide nose, 
this board is super stable. Tacking it is 
as easy as tacking a giant slalom 
board, and you can uphaul them 
without a problem. You can carry a 
bigger sail more easily and, because 
it’s so short, you can cram it into small 
places where a normal board just won’t 
go. 

I was so stoked after a couple of 
sessions that I ordered one immedi¬ 
ately, to serve as my main board for 
light-onshore-crappy-East Coast- 
backside slashing-small wave condi¬ 
tions. Previously, my board for these 
conditions was what I called a wave 
slalom board. It was nine feet by 22.5 
inches by 12.5 inches. This board 
didn't plane as well, and wasn’t as fast 
as a slalom board, but it turned better. 
However, in small waves and light air, I 
didn’t have enough flotation and still 
couldn’t do any real maneuvers on the 
wave. We made my Spoon an 8'2" by 
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ifunboard 


23-inch by 18-inch with a radical¬ 
winged 11-inch tail, to get a lot of rail 
curve back there. The nose is so big 
that the round Velocity logo can double 
as a hell-port, if I ever need to be 
rescued at sea 

But as I had guessed, the board 
dominated in the conditions it was 
made for. It gets jumps easily, and is 
great for getting over big mounds of 
onshore Whitewater—just tip the nose 
up and it cruises Backside, it slashes 
like no board I’ve ever had We 
placed the straps way back, so I can 
push the nose of the board up into the 
wave and it snaps right around. And 
since I’m out in the crummy conditions 
on an 8'2' with a 6.3, and everyone else 
is having to use a 9'2* slalom board 
with a 6 5, the Spoon makes tighter 
turns on the face and snappier maneu¬ 
vers. Tricks are so easy that I feel 
guilty. I'm convinced that this design is 
here to stay when it comes to light-air/ 
onshore wave sailing, and for getting 
max air on lakes and chop. I don’t 
really like the board in clean down-the- 
line conditions, because you have to 
be way back on the tail to get it to snap 
around right When the waves are big 
and you’re back there, the board is too 
squirrely. It’s not a good board for 
carving, but for bashing around, it’s 
great. 

Spoon designs aren’t especially 
new. Longboards for surfing have had 
extra-wide noses forever, and now, 
some shorter ’’eggs’’ are being used for 
mushy-wave surfing. Sailboarder Matt 
Schweitzer has also been playing 
around with some similar sailboards he 
calls "the skow," or ’’the platapus"—talk 
about some lame names. We made fun 
of his boards, too—until we saw what 
he was doing on them. Logosz came 
up with the design when he inadver¬ 
tently ran over the nose of his nine-foot 
slalom board and had to cut it off and 
round it to make it sailable again. “I still 
sailed it, and was surprised to see that 
it jumped much better," he said. "Then 
we started working on designs specifi¬ 
cally for jumping and doing sail 
transitions, but found that they sailed 
really well, too." 

Spoons come in a few sizes, or 
measurements, as Logosz calls them. 
There’s the Teaspoon, a small eight- 
foot Gorge board, and then there’s the 
regular Spoon, for all-around light-air 
wave sailing. Currently, there are no 
plans for a larger, longer Soup Spoon, 
nor is there anything on the drawing 
board for a long, gunny speed model, 
known as the Slurpie Spoon, but do 
look out for Logosz’ newest develop¬ 
ment: the Spork—a wide-nosed 
sailboard with pointed prongs for 
running down crowds at the Hatchery. 
Naturally, I am just joking, but the 
Spoons themselves are serious 
innovations. Try one. ■ 
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Masts and mast extensions have to withstand extreme loads. That’s 
why epoxy/composites are the technology of the future. Because alumi¬ 
num corrodes, dents and kinks. A. R.T. has the future available toda} 
Epoxy/Composite masts, with or without carbon reinforcements, with sol 
tops and perfect bend characteristics plus infinitely adjustable epoxy/ 
composite extensions. A.R.T. rig systems: Fun without compromise. 


fanatic ltd 

robin HILL PARK. ROUTE 22 
PATTERSON, NY 12563 
TEL. 001-914-878-3303 
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A.R.T. masts are available one and 
two piece with a standard length of 
470 cm, in 3 different stiffnesses: 
7.0,7.8/7.2 and are 7.6 and totally 
compatible with all A.R.T. sails. 

6 A. R.T. rig types with a total of 38 
sail sizes offer the most efficient 
“power plant” for all abilities and 
applications. 



ADVANCED RIG TECHNOUB 
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T erm: Liquid Smoke. Definition: 
Water that moves horizontally due 
to hurricane-strength winds 

Shredding in nuclear winds is 
an incredible experience. The amount 
of energy required is awesome and the 
speed you can reach and jumps you 
can make are limited only by your 
experience and ability. Radical high 
speed jibes challenge every sailor as 
the spray off the carving rail gets blown 
downwind into the sail! Sometimes you 
must decide whether to hold onto your 
rig while bailing out of an uncontrollable 
jump or let go and take a chance on 
watching your board and sail tumble 
away downwind. 

When I started windsurfing on stock 
longboards in 1980, my friends and I 
always wanted more wind. And that 
still holds true today The limits of 
• maximum performance have not yet 
been defined. But we do know that in 
order to perform in extreme conditions, 
the correct equipment and attitude 
must be combined with the ability to 
adapt to radical winds in a safe 
manner. 

I remember a day at the Hatchery 
five years ago when we were on 4.0m2 
sails. I was getting spanked and 
couldn’t understand why I was missing 
every jibe I couldn’t even lift my sail 
during a waterstart attempt without 
getting slammed! After floundering for 
a while, I came in and finally figured out 
that I was way overpowered. At that 
time, the 4.0 was the smallest sail I had 
and I couldn’t believe it was too large. 
Back then, we didn’t know that smaller 
sails are more fun to sail in high winds 
and that they have plenty of power 
when liquid smoke is visible. 

Heading out to sail in radical condi¬ 
tions deserves a lot of thought. Safety 
must be a major concern. The best 
way to sail in these conditions safely is 
to stay in control. If you are out of 
control, the forces at hand can hurt you 
and your equipment! If you don't have 
the correct equipment, experience, or 
ability to sail carefully, then going out of 
control is the first indication that you 
should get back to shore and re¬ 
evaluate the situation. It’s neither fun 
nor safe to get thrashed in high winds, 
so don't bite off more than you can 
chew. 

Learning to sail in high winds 
should be a gradual process. Start by 
mastering lighter winds. The good 
news is that it’s fun to do this! Remem¬ 
ber, if you can't do it safely, then don't 
do it at all! 

To sail in windy days, you must be 
in good shape. You can’t lay off for six 
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High-wind equipment includes small 
sails, small, narrow boards, and small 
fins Remember, the key word is 
control , so whatever board and sail 
combinations you can use and still stay 
in control are perfect 

It’s impossible to control your board 
if it’s bouncing up out of the water and 
you can’t even think about jibing. A 
board under nine feet is necessary My 
favorite board for high-wind conditions 
is 7*11" long. Small boards in the eight- 
foot range are easier to control when 
sail sizes get down below 4.0m2. In 
the Gorge, narrower boards seem to 
offer more control when blasting at high 
speeds through the chop. Their slim 
tails help keep these boards on the 
water even when the liquid smoke is 
making you squint. 

There is nothing worse than sitting 
on the beach when it's cranking 
because you don’t have a sail small 
enough for these conditions! One of 
the tricks to enjoying nuclear conditions 
is to be prepared with the right-sized 
sail. Small sails have broad wind 
ranges. A complete high-wind quiver 
would include a sail every half square 
meter, such as 3.0, 3.5, 4.0, and 4.5, 
and would outfit the boardhead with the 
tools needed to chase liquid smoke 
and enjoy it! 

It’s not intimidating to go out if you 
know you’re not going to get slammed 
by every puff. Here’s a good rule of 
thumb: If there is a hint of liquid 
smoke, rig no larger than a 3.5m2 sail. 
It’s amazing to realize that a sail that 
small can be a total handful! 

Actually, when it's blowing a solid 
35 knots, there is no such thing as 
being underpowered. The idea is to 
use a sail small enough to keep from 
getting launched when you waterstart; 
once you’re on a plane, you'll be able 
to go just as fast as you want, believe 
me! When the puffs roll through, 
nobody is setting any speed records 
out in the swells. Most sailors are just 
trying to keep the wind wheelies to a 
minimum! 

No matter what the wind speed, I 
like to go out and learn something new. 
I hope these ideas help you tackle 
those liquid smoke days and continue 
reaching for your maximum perform¬ 
ance limits. ■ 


Pat Dougherty, engineer, designer, and 
owner of Gorge Technology, races pro¬ 
fessionally and is sponsored by Rush- 
wind Sails, Hi-Per Tech and Cascade 
Boards, Da Kine Hawaii, Rainbow Fins, 
Instinct Clothing and, of course, Gorge 
Technology. 
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T he windward back loop was the 
first type of loop ever to be per¬ 
formed. In the early days, there 
was a lot of controversy over 
who invented the back loop, but today, 
nobody cares. Loops are being landed 
in every direction possible; backwards, 
forwards, sideways, and in all angles 
imaginable. Of all the types of loops, 
many wave warriors think there’s 
nothing like a clean, high, slow-rotating 
back loop. I agree. 

Back loops are similar to wave¬ 
riding, in a sense. They both take time 
to develop a personal style and 
technique. Any Wilbur Kookmeyer can 
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throw forward rolls like clockwork, but 
back loops? That’s a different story. 
It’s no secret that a back loop is one of 
the most difficult to perform consis¬ 
tently. The key is to know when and 


spill any excess wind from your sail. 
Surface, sheet in, and sail away after a 
successful landing. 


Extend your body to absorb the landing as 
you touch down nose-first. The water 
cushions the landing as you submerge a 
couple of feet- 


where to attempt them. 

Begin by sailing on a plane It’s im¬ 
portant to select the steepest section of 
the wave face to launch off of. which is 
the breaking face or critical zone. 
Attempting to throw back loops off a 
swell or sloping ramp will only slam you 
into the water after an unmakeable, 
distorted rotation. You can try these all 
day long and not hit a single one, but 
patience in waiting for the perfect ramp 
will give you a much higher success 
rate. Learning back loops isn’t easy, 
but it’s simple to understand the moves. 
It’s all in the timing. 

After selecting the right ramp, climb 
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the wave face with your feet snugly in 
the straps, carving the board slightly to 
windward, and shift your body weight 
back over the tail of the board This will 
set you up for a vertical take-off and 
begin your rotation. Be sure not to 
carve too hard to weather or you'll rotate 
too fast and make landing impossible. 

Launch off the lip with your body 
weight completely over the tail of the 
board, and head directly into the wind. 
Remember, in small surf conditions you 
have to jump high enough to clear your 
mast tip off the wave face. To achieve 
this clearance, simply head more into 
the wind at take-off. Successfully 
landing a back loop is all in the take-off. 

As you ascend, your speed will de¬ 
crease and rig positioning becomes 
important. At the apex of the loop, you 
should be 180 degrees through your ro¬ 
tation. Position the rig and board close 
to your body, maintaining your weight 
over the tail, in order to stall the rotation 
Stalling at the highest point allows the 
sail to spill wind, which will prevent 
over-rotation. It also gives you time to 
set up your landing. 

When the clew of the sail passes 
through the eye of the wind and you 
start to descend, lock into your tucked 
body position, and look through your 
arms at the water to judge your present 
height. To prevent under- or over¬ 
rotating, do the following: If you're too 
low, then oversheet the sail and tuck the 
tail of the board closer to your body. 

This will give you that extra, quick 
rotation needed to complete the full 
360-degree rotation. However, if you 
are too high, then perform just the 
opposite and slow down the rotation by 
sheeting out the sail and extending your 
legs. 

Just before a nose-first touch-down, 
begin to extend your body to absorb the 
landing. This allows the sail to remain 
upright. Depending on the angle of the 
board as it enters the water, you may 
submerge for a couple of feet before 
surfacing. This is a common loop¬ 
landing occurrence. 

Upon landing, sheet out the sail to 
spill any excess wind so you don’t get 
pulled over the nose of the board. With 
practice, everyone develops his own 
personal style for back loops. 

Be careful! Your addiction to back 
loops will push you to your personal 
limit. One-handed and one-footed back 
loops, which are flashier, but more 
difficult, will be your next challenge in 
high-flying freedom. Next time you're 
shredding the local wavesailing spot, 
turn your rig into the wind and go for it!« 


Ian Boyd is a regular contributor to 
WindRider who currently lives and trains 
on Maui. He is sponsored by North 
Sails Windsurfing, O'Neill Sportswear, 
&nd O'Neill Wetsuits. 
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SEEING IS 
BELIEVING 

LEARN THE TEN HOTTEST 
SHORTBOARD TRICKS FROM 
THIS HOT NEW VIDEO 

Join Ian Boyd, one of the hottest 
boardsailing talents to splash on today's 
scene, and enjoy his unique and ag¬ 
gressive style. 

TRICKS OF THE TRADE demonstrates 
many shortboard techniques and tricks 
that were pioneered and mastered by Ian. This boardsail¬ 
ing instructional tape uses a unique visual teaching format 
that relies on solid visual images rather than using various 
speeds of slow motion. It is presented with key words that 
help to focus your attention and to establish an accurate 
mental picture. 

■Learn the duck tack, sail 360, body drag, helicopter tack 
and more — fast and easy 

■Image replay sequences for fast learning ; entertaining to 
watch — even if you don't sail! 

■20 minutes running time 

■Available exclusively through WindRider Magazine. 

|---1 

| WindRider Magazine. P.O. Box 136, | 

| Mt. Morris. IL 61045 j 

S YES! Send me_copies of WindRidefs Tricks of the Trade at $ 19.95 I 

| each, plus $2 shipping and handling per copy (Florida residents add | 

. 6% sales tax). Allow four weeks for delivery. i. 

Enclosed is my check or money order for $_ 

■ Name___ 

I Address_ 

I City_ | 

I State_ _ Zip_ 

“ Order by phone with your Visa. American Express, or MasterCard. 

I Call ToU Free 

3 l-800-992-2177(inIL. 1-800-892-0753) I 

| AR9CV R13 I 
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T acking is probably the most 

commonly practiced maneuver 
in longboard sailing. But, as 
basic as tacking is, it’s a 
maneuver that is very often poorly and 
inefficiently done. In this article. I’ll ex¬ 
plain the technique that I have found 
most successful both on the race 
course or just free-sailing. 

Longboards tack quite slowly in rela¬ 
tion to their straight-line speed because 
of their design and set-up. This is im¬ 
portant on the race course because 
each time you tack, you lose ground to 
the guy who sails in a straight line. 
Obviously, you should only tack when 
necessary; for example, in a substantial 
windshift or to get out of someone’s 
"dirty” air. Don’t just tack on a whim. 

To begin the maneuver, try to move 
as fast as possible for the given 
conditions and pick the smoothest 
section of water. It's worthwhile to sail 
an extra 15 feet in order to tack in 
smooth water, rather than in someone 
else’s wake or otherwise disturbed 
water. 

To initiate the tack, first step out of 
your beating straps and widen your 
stance a little. At the same time, move 
your hand back eight to 10 inches on 
the boom and unhook yourself from 
your harness lines. It is now important 
to rake the rig back as far as possible, 
without dragging the sail in the water. 

It's also important not to oversheet the 
rig, which will act as a wind brake. The 
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hand and foot) It's important to keep 
the rig raked forward, while moving 
your front hand to the boom and your 
front foot just behind the mast. This is 
essential to make the board bear off 
and pick up speed As you get back to 
speed, smoothly move your feet back 
into the beating straps and hook back 
into your harness lines. 

When initiating the tack, many 
people may find it better to stay hooked 
into the harness lines until they move 
their front hand from the boom to the 
mast I do this when it's very windy or 
I’m overpowered, because it gives me 
that extra bit of control on the rig. The 
most common place to fall in is when 
moving around the mast, while holding 
it with both hands Camber-induced 
sails will not luff and, as you move 
around the mast, the sail can get 
backwinded and slam you into the 
water to leeward. 

Again, remember to keep the rig 
raked forward for a few seconds after 
you tack to help the board bear off and 
pick up speed. Next issue, I’ll cover 
rounding the windward mark and 
adjusting your track and centerboard. 
Until then, remember that practice only 
makes perfect when you think about 
what you're doing and practice it the 
right way. ■ 


Professional sailor Paul Coutts is spon¬ 
sored by Fanatic, ART, Body Glove, 
Carrera, Power Bar, and Angulo. 




As you pick up speed, move your feet back 
into the beating straps and hook in again. 
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he pivot jibe goes by many dif¬ 
ferent names—snap jibe, 
scissors jibe, flare jibe. These 
names are usually given out-ac¬ 
cording to slight variations in style, but 
basically, the jibe is a pivot around the 
tail of the board. The pivot jibe was 
done on longboards in the early 
windsurfing days, as it is impossible to 
do a carving jibe on a longboard with 
the daggerboard down. 

It is one of the more basic moves 
and is essential for anyone who is 
serious about racing to learn, as it can 
help you maintain a controlled position. 
There are two ways to do the pivot jibe; 
pivoting off the leeward rail or pivoting 
off the windward rail. 

Pivoting off the leeward rail is more 
exciting and is usually done on small 
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boards—or on longboards with the 
dagger out or the centerboard fully 
retracted. With the daggerboard in, 
you are obligated to pivot off the 
windward rail; otherwise, the board will 
round up to windward when you weight 
the leeward rail. This maneuver can be 
used in light air, where a continuous 


planing carving jibe is impossible; in 
moderate air, when you need to 
maintain your upwind position; or in 
heavy air, when you need a safe alter¬ 
native to the carving jibe. 

To initiate the jibe, begin by sailing 
on a beam reach, and head slightly up. 
Slide your back foot out of the strap 
and across to the back of the board on 
the leeward side. Unsheet the sail, tilt it 
over toward the windward side of the 
board, and start to fall backward. Bend 
your knees, put your weight on your 
back foot, and pull the board through 
the turn by sliding it with your back foot. 

Now it is necessary to sheet the sail 
in by extending your arms, so that the 
sail will pull you out of the water. You 
will now be positioned clew-first and 
stopped in the water. Slide your back 




1 Start the maneuver by sailing on a beam reach. 

Head slightly up with your front foot in the 
footstrap, take your back foot out of the back 
strap, and slide it across to the back of the board 
on the leeward side. 



2 Unsheet the sail by pulling it toward you, 
bending your arms, and weighting your back 
foot. Next, pull the board through the turn with 
your back foot and pivot around the tail of the 
board._ _ 



3 As you lean backward toward the water, 
you will start to put your weight on the 
sail. Continue sliding the board through 
the remainder of the turn. 
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foot forward so that you can stop the 
board from rounding up on the new 
track, and keep yourself from falling 
back into the water. 

You can now jibe the sail by 
releasing it with your back hand (the 
one farthest from the mast), grabbing 
the mast, and pulling forward toward 
the nose of the board Force the nose 
off the wind with your front foot, sheet 
the sail in, and resume a normal sailing 
position. ■ 


Cort Lamed is a pro racer and clinic 
instructor renowned throughout the US 
He is sponsored by Gaastra Sails, 
O’Neill, Hi-Tech, Fleetwood, Hawaiian 
Island Windsurfing, Vela Sports Travel, 
Vuarnet, Isuzu, and WindRider Maga¬ 
zine. 




O Jibe the sail by releasing your back hand and 
w pulling the sail forward with the mast hand, 
and sheet in. Now assume a normal sailing stance 
by tilting the sail forward and bearing away. 


We Gave You . . . 

Now Introducing 



Revolutionary New Deck Pads 
with Real Texture for Positive 
Traction and Complete Control. 

Available in 3mm or 5mm 
thicknesses packaged in sets of 3 
with an optional 4th strap separately 
packaged. Or, buy the unique 
’’Designer Kit" which enables you to 
design your own style. 

Designer Kit comes with 
instructions, razor blade and patterns, 
which enable you to design large 
custom pads to suit your needs. 

4 colors available. 









Custom Boards 

—HiUKL, 


• Designed by Brian Hinde, world renowned shaper & 

/ears of 

. . ing 

alongside Brian Hinde is our Open Ocean production team 
.:r90ye 



with a combined total of over 90 years experience. 



are 


__Call us (toll free) for our unique and 

ste board re-sale program which includes inventory, financing, 
and a protected marketing area for you! Standard designs are 


complete 
terms am 

in stock for immediate delivery 

(Surfboards are also available in this program). 




Oh 

"HONOLULU HAWAII 



1058 WAIMANU ST. 

96814 

(808) 524-2324 

Call or Write to receive our full product line brochure. 1 

[USA (800) 367-8047 Ext 518 CANADA (800) 42 
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ootstraps were originally devel¬ 
oped, in the days of the early Ha¬ 
waiian boards, to keep your feet 
attached to the board while air¬ 
borne. Back then, that was the only rea¬ 
son for using footstraps. 

Today, if you walk into your local sail¬ 
board shop, there are straps on every¬ 
thing from speed boards to Division II 
boards. For those who race, or even for 
those who just play, footstraps have 
become indispensable. 

When you first begin to sail, the straps 
may seem a bit cumbersome—some- ■ 
thing to trip over or carry your board with. • 
However, once you start to plane and sail 
higher winds, that's when footstraps • 
become useful and can add to your en¬ 
joyment of the sport. 

I'm going to explain what all those little 
things screwed onto your board are for, 
low to get into them, and how to use them 
to your best advantage. There is nothing • 
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• better than sailing on a reach, with your 

• feet in a comfortable pair of footstraps, 

• planing across the water. 

Some of the most basic, as well as 

• spectacular, moves in windsurfing today 

• would be quite hard, if not impossible, to 

• perform without the aid of footstraps. Can 

• you imagine Dave Kalama trying to do 

• one of his forward loops hanging onto his 

• board with nothing more than his toe- 

• nails? 

For the average sailor, footstraps pro- 

• vide a combination of traction, leverage, 

• and board control. While using them, you 

• won't have problems with slipping and 

• the capability for transferring the power of 

• the sail to the board is increased. Without 

• them, this can still be done, although the 

• amount of power transferred would be 
much less, since there's less traction, 
resulting in slower speeds. 

Footstraps can also help prevent you 
from getting slammed into the water while 


sailing in extreme conditions by giving 
you extra leverage to hang onto overpow¬ 
ered sails. The faster and higher the 
sailboard travels, the harder it is to con¬ 
trol, especially in choppy or wavy condi- 
' tions. 

With footstraps you can maintain 
■ complete control, approach higher 
speeds, get airborne, and make quick 
directional changes. Footstraps give you 
command over your board without sacri- 
1 ficing steering capability. 

Before sailing, you should set the 
proper size on all of your footstraps. Simply 
adjust the Velcro on the strap and slide 
your foot into each one. If you are plan¬ 
ning to wear shoes or booties, make sure 
you have them on while making the ad¬ 
justments. Everyone has his own prefer¬ 
ence regarding footstrap fit, but the ideal 
position is to have the center portion of 
your footstrap go over the top knuckles of 
your toes. By looking at the “Right-photo 
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• on page 43, you can see that only my toes 
‘ stick out the front of the footstrap. This is 
' a comfortable position and also leaves 

• the rest of my foot farther out on the rail of 

• the board, giving me better leverage 

• against both sail and board. 

In the ‘’Wrong" photo on page 43,you 
' can see that the footstrap is almost to the 
’ arch of my foot. This is the wrong position " 

• for two reasons: First, you have less lev- * 

’ erage to transfer the power of the sail to * 

• the board, resulting in slower speeds and * 

’ board control problems; second, it ere- ’ 

’ ates a safety hazard. For instance, if ’ 

’ you’re sailing alone and hit bottom, fall in * 

• a wave, or just crash, you might not be * 

• able to remove your feet from the foot- * 

• straps. Or, if your board goes one way * 

' and you go the other, you could injure * 

’ your ankle or knee. This is probably one ' 

’ of the most common boardsailing inju- ’ 

• ries. 

Getting into your straps can some- ’ 

• times be very difficult, especially when * 

’ you’re just learning to sail. One thing to * 

• remember is that footstraps are designed ’ 

• to be used only when your board is plan- ‘ 

• ing, whether it’s a long-or shortboard. In * 

’ order to plane, you must first have the ’ 

• proper wind speed; footstraps are use- • 

' less in light-wind conditions. 

I often see sailors make the mistake of ■ 

• placing their feet in the straps before they * 

• are planing. They end up in an awkward • 

• position, as illustrated in the "Wrong” photo • 

• on page 42, where the feet are back but * 

• the sail and upper body are still forward. * 

• Consequently, the tail of the board sinks, • 

• rounds up into the wind, and the sailor • 

• falls in. To get into your straps, it’s impor- • 

• tant that you first get into a proper sailing • 

• stance. 

The proper sailing stance is achieved 1 

• by sheeting in the sail, getting your board * 

• up on a plane, and then making gradual 1 

• movements backward with sail and feet * 

• as your board accelerates up to speed. * 

• Now you can look down. Your feet should * 

• be on or near the proper footstraps. The • 

• next step is to put your feet into the closest * 

• straps. This method works well for begin- • 

• ners because it allows them to concen- * 

• trate on sailing the board properly first, * 

• and then finding the right set of footstraps • 

• for their feet. In the end, you should be in • 

• a comfortable stance, as shown in the • 

• "Right” photo on page 42. 

Moving into your reaching straps • 

• should be done smoothly and calmly. • 

• Photo sequences one through eight show * 

• you how to move through the maze of ■ 

• longboard reaching footstraps. Remem- • 

• ber, to get the best results while reaching • 

• on a longboard, you must have the dag- • 

• gerboard all the way up and the mast • 

• track all the way back. 

Notice that I first sheet in the sail and • 
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Optional equipment shown. 




Rack brains out. 


Go ahead.Tiy and think up one outdoor 
activity you can’t get to in the sporty new Isuzu 
Trooper RS.The feet is, besides deep-sea fishing, 
you probably can’t. Because the versatile Isuzu 
Trooper RS really is a great vehicle for the great 
outdoors. Its four-wheel drive can get you and 
your two-wheelerup any mountain road. You’re 
onyourowncomingdown. 

And with its powerful 2.6 litre fuel-injected 
engine, you can go fester than a windsurfer with- 


outevengettingyourfeetwet. And,asyoucan 
see, the 'hooper RS has enough headroom to 
fit a canoe.While inside, it’s a regular boat.With 
plenty ofroomfor five adults andall their gear. 
And our 4-door Trooper has even more room. 

So if you like getting out, 
get into aTrooper RS.With all 
these features, it’s a no brainer. 

IsuzuTrooperRS 


R)r free Isuzu 
brochures call: 
(800)245*4549. 
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get the board moving before I step into 
any footstraps. Then I move my front foot 
into the forward, front-reaching footstrap. 
This is followed by moving my back foot 
into the forward, back-reaching footstrap. 
As my speed increases, I then move 
farther back by again moving my front 
foot, first into the back, forward-reaching 



Many people try to get into their footstraps 
before they have sheeted in the sail and 
raked the sail back. 


DARRELL JONES 

footstrap. The last step is to move my 
back foot into the last footstrap, located 
closest to the tail of the board. 

The last photo shows the position in 
which top-end speed is achieved. The 
same process of moving first your front 
foot and then your back foot into the 
forward footstrap should be used on 


shortboards as well 

Shortboards have much less volume, 
so it’s important to pay attention to sailing 
the board and to get moving before jump¬ 
ing into the footstraps. In lighter winds, 
you might not be able to move into the 
back footstraps at all. Don’t be con¬ 
cerned if you can’t get all the way back, as 
there are many times when your front 
reaching footstraps will get you moving 
quite fast. Comfort is the main considera¬ 
tion. 

After sailing Division II boards that 
have no upwind footstraps, it's a great 
feeling to be able to use today’s long- 
boards, which do. Almost all longboards 
sold today have one of two different ver¬ 
sions. The first, more common version 
has only one footstrap, designed to be 
used by your front foot, on either side of 
the board. In the second version, de¬ 
signed for use by both the front and back 
feet while going upwind, there are two 
footstraps on either side of the board. 

Both types help to control the board 
while going upwind—a huge advantage. 
Also, the possibility of getting your feet 
swept off the board while going through 
heavy chop is eliminated. The extra lev¬ 
erage prevents you from getting out of 
control when overpowered, and you can 
prevent your board from going into an 
out-of-control rail ride. Remember, to go 
upwind, you want the daggerboard down 


TEST A NAUTIX BOOM AT ONE OF 
THESE NAUTIX TEST CENTERS 

LONG BEACH SURF SUPPLY 
SHIP BOTTOM NJ 
(609) 494-5454 

NORTH BEACH SAILING 
DUCK NC 
(919) 261-6262 

LEE'S MARINE 

ISLETON CA 
(916) 777-6775 

PORT SPORTS 

PORTLAND ME 
(207) 775-6080 

WET FUN 

PORTSMITH NH 
(603) 430-8626 

HILLS AND TRAILS 
WESTFIELD NJ 
(201)654-1991 

TACKLE SHACK 

PINELLAS PARK FL 
(813) 546-5080 

INLAND SAILING 

RANCHO CORDOVA CA 
(916) 454-3966 

CAN AM SAILCRAFT 
CAMBRIDGE MA 
(617) 661-7702 

NASHUA SKI AND SPORT 

NASHUA NH 
(603) 888-1214 

SKI DEN SPORTS 
JOHNSTOWN PA 
(814) 536-8889 

NORDIC SPORTS 
EASTTAWAS Ml 
(517) 362-2001 

SAN PEDRO SAILBOARDS 

SAN PEDRO CA 
(213) 833-3397 

EUROPA 

CAMBRIDGE MA 
(617)497-0309 

ISLAND WINDSURFING 

NEW YORK NY 
(212) 744-2000 

TWELVE MOON TRADERS 
YORK PA 
(717) 846-3132 

SURF RIDER SAILBOARDS 
WICHITA KS 
(316) 721-6900 

LONG BEACH WIND SURF CENTER 
LONG BEACH CA 
(213) 433-1014 

MADD MIKES WINDSURFING 
BOSTON MA 
(617) 451-6181 

SEASONINGS 

AMAGANSETT NY 
(516) 267-6055 

WINDSURFING ANNAPOLIS 

ANNAPOLIS 

(301) 269-6673 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN MARINE 
DENVER CO 
(203) 669-7873 

SAILBOARO WEST 

SAN PEDRO CA 
(213) 548-3537 

BUZZARDS BAY SAILBOARDS 
MARION MA 
(617) 748-1648 

J.M. WINDSURFING 

WILSON NY 
(716) 751-6511 

CUSTOM WINDSURFING 
VIRGINIA BEACH VA 
(804) 460-3084 

THE PRO SHOP 

SEATTLE WA 
(206) 577-1580 

NEWPORT SKI CO 

NEWPORT BEACH CA 
(713) 631-3280 

SKI & SPORT SHACK 
WAKEFIELO MA 
(617) 245-1990 

SAILING CENTER OF WESTERN NY 
ROCHESTER NY 
(716) 342-9580 

ALPINE OUTFITTERS 
RICHMOND VA 
(804) 794-4172 

MARIAH AND SUN 

LOS GATOS CA 
(408) 358-8021 

WINDY SAILS 

VAN NUYS CA 
(818) 997-6494 

ISLAND WINDSURFING 
MIDDLETOWN Rl 
(401)846-4421 

PELICAN SWIM & SKI 

MORRIS PLAINS NJ 
(201) 267-0964 

EASTERN SPORTS 

NEWPORT NEWS VA 
(804) 872-7292 

WINDSURF WAREHOUSE 
SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO CA 
(415) 588-1714 

SAN DIEGO SAILING CENTER 

SAN DIEGO CA 
(619) 488-0651 

THE BOARD SHOP 

STAMFORD CT 
(203)323-8888 

SPEEED ESE SAILBOARDS 
MORRISTOWN NJ 
(201) 994-0603 

WINDSURFING HATTERAS 
AVON NC 
(919) 995-4970 

ALAMEDA SAILBOARDS 
ALAMEDA CA 
(415) 522-8966 

SPORTS DESIGN 

LAS VEGAS NV 
(702)870-3554 

SAILWAYS 

BRIDGEPORT CT 
(203)336-9463 

HEINO'S SKI PARLOUR 
PE0UANN0CA NJ 
(201) 696-3044 

KITTY HAWK SPORTS 
NAGGSHEAD NC 
(919)441-4124 

TRI CITY SPORTING GOODS 
FREEMONT CA 
(415) 651-9600 

i 




NOTE- TEST CENTERS CARRY NAUTIX BOOMS IN STOCK. IF YOU DO NOT HAVE ONE IN YOUR AREA, ASK FOR NAUTIX PRODUCTS AT YOUR LOCAL DEALER. 
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Only your toes should stick out the front of the footstraps. This is safe, 
comfortable, and gives you extra leverage against both sail and 
board. 



If your feet are too far into the straps, you’ll have problems control¬ 
ling your board and you risk ankle and knee injuries. 
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and track forward. 

Getting into upwind footstraps is simi¬ 
lar to getting into your reaching foot¬ 
straps. First, start sailing your board 
upwind before putting your feet into any 
of the footstraps. You should be able to 
look down and find your feet quite close to 
the upwind straps. Slide your foot into 
your upwind footstrap as seen in the 
“Heavy Air" photo. If you have two up¬ 
wind footstraps, slide your front foot into 
the forward strap first, and then follow 
with your back foot into the back upwind 
footstrap. 

One trick that I use in light wind is to put 
my back foot into the forward upwind 


footstrap, as seen in the “Light Air" photo. * 
This gives me some extra leverage when * 

* trying to heel my board to leeward while * 
’ going upwind. I can do this by pushing ' 
' down on my toes and lifting up with my * 
’ heel. 

Another trick I use, although appli- ’ 

* cable only to boards with one upwind * 

* footstrap, is for extremely heavy wind * 

* conditions. As I start approaching the ' 
' point where I am getting out of control, I ' 

* slide my back foot just under the front * 

* corner of the front reaching footstrap. * 
■ This gives me the added control I need in * 

* extreme wind conditions of 20 knots or ’ 

* more. 


Footstraps make sailing more exciting 
and enjoyable. They give us that extra bit 
of control that enables us to push the 
board to its limits—faster and higher than 
ever before. Although you may feel 
awkward when first using your footstraps, 
with a little practice and the right tech¬ 
nique, things will feel comfortable in no 
time at all. See you sailing! ■ 


Sean Hawes competed in the Olympic 
Trials in '88. Now he is sailing profession¬ 
ally and is sponsored by North Sails, 
AMD, Sun East, Body Glove, Nike Shoes, 
Terzo, Oakley, and Rainbow Fins. 



The Place: Ft. Lauderdale, FL. The Race: '88 World Production 
Pros are using the Nautix aluminum QL boom. Why? Becau s e ^ 
front and rear ends), lighter (high performance aluminuAdttj 
adjust (Quick Lock front end; Twist Lock adjustable e5jjH, 
c^BaamtwJhat k why Bic and Gaastra have chosaftlH ' „ 
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Perfect 

Balance 

The Gorge Comes of Age 


BY ERIC SANFORD 


n t's hard to imagine that just a few ■ 
short years ago only a handful of • 
people sailed in the Gorge. Now 
it has become an international 
mecca for high-wind junkies and begin¬ 
ners alike. Just when someone makes an 
assertion about what the Gorge is and 
what it isn't, someone proves him wrong. 
It's like the perpetual "You should have 
been here yesterday" comment or the “I 
wish I'd invested back when I first came 

here." . 

Sailing in this natural wind tunnel seems 
almost too good to be true. It s as if God 
created this spot, complete with wind, 
water, and a population of friendly people, 
just waiting for someone to invent a sport 


to take advantage of the surroundings. 
Some people come alone, some come 
with friends, and many bring their entire 

■ families. With over 80 miles of sailable 
1 water and conditions ranging from mel- 

■ low to desperate, everyone seems to be 

• happy. 

Along with a dozen or so grizzled 

• regulars, there are perhaps 100 sailors 

• from all over the world at the Hatchery on 

• this warm summer afternoon. Some are 

• outsailing, some are leaning against cars 

• talking about sail sizes and fin designs, 
and others are lounging in the sun, catch¬ 
ing a nap after a long session on the 

• water. 

• Anywhere else in the world this scene 
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would seem crowded, but the friendly 
nature of the Gorge seems to absorb as 
many people as arrive. The locals are 
happy to help the newcomers avoid all 
the problems they've had to learn about 
the hard way. 

/ knew it would be windy today so I 
didn't bother to get up early and get all my 
chores done so I could go sailing. All 
night long the metal rings on my flagpole 
had been clanging, signaling, likeabuoy 
rocking in the ocean swells of an ap- ■ 
proaching storm, that indeed it would be • 
windy the following day. In the Gorge, • 
when it blows at night you can expect a • 


real cranker the next day. So I slept in. By 
the time I dragged myself down to the 
Hatch, the wind was beginning to fail. I 
turned my van around and headed back 
out on the highway, east toward Doug's 
Beach and Mary hill... 

The most amazing thing about the 
Gorge is that it is almost always blowing 
somewhere. It can be hot and glassy in 
Hood River, yet blowing a steady 20 knots 
just 20 miles east. The real wind junkies 
will put in several sessions of sailing each 
day. starting with a morning at the Hatch¬ 
ery, perhaps some slalom sailing at the 
Marina after lunch, and finishing up with a 
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rousing hour of airtime at Maryhill as the 
sun sets. 

Only the true hardcore sail at night. 
' When the moon is large and bright and 

* full it casts an eerie brilliance to the dark 

* waters of the Columbia River. The spar- 

* kling lights of Hood River and Bingen 
■ play like fireworks falling from the radiant 

* ball in the crisp night sky. They begin 

* arriving at Swell City around midnight, 
’ after dinner, several beers, and lots of 

* talk about fin shapes and big jumps. 

Night sailing at Swell is a rare and 
' special experience. It gives new mean- 
’ ing to the concept of risk. From the water 
’ the sky is so ink-black that a barge could 
’ be 50 feet from you and you wouldn’t 
‘ know it. The barge captain wouldn’t 
’ know it, either. 

There are no colors on the river at 

* night, save the red neon sign of the 

* Meredith Motel or the flashing blue lights 
’ of a police car checking the identification 
’ of a carload of teenagers drinking beer at 
’ the Hook, directly across the river. Eve- 

* rything is black and white, and the sensa- 

* tion of speed is both lost and enhanced 

* as you stretch every sense you have to 

* feel your way across the river at 30 knots. 

I'm not thinking about night sailing as 

* / head my van out onto the road, turning 
’ east, downwind, upriver. When you drive 
’ downwind in the Gorge you don't need 
' much gas. On the big days you don't 

* even need a motor. Upwind is a different 

* story. Entire board racks get ripped off 

* the roofs of unsuspecting cars, some - 

* times taking the rusted sections of 

* boardhead's cars with them... 

Boardhead. Strictly a Gorge expres- 

* sion. The locals thought it up some years 

* back, sort of a derogatory slang, but it 

* backfired. Call a rancher a cowhead and 

* he’ll probably shoot you. Call a wind- 

* surfer a boardhead and he’ll smile, give 

* you the thumbs up, and walk away. Strictly 

* different breeds. But tell the boardhead 

* that his board is slow and them’s fightin’ 

* words. 

Many of the locals don’t get what’s 

* going on. They’re wonderful, friendly 

* people, but many just don’t get it. The 

* ones who do are excited; the ones who 

* don't are confused. The locals aren’t the 

* only ones having problems coping with 

* the changes going on. The problem is 

* that the area is growing and changing so 

* fast, and in so many different directions, 

* that it’s hard to get a real handle on what 

* to expect five years down the road. Since 

* Hood River doesn’t even have a City 

* Planner, there’s room for all sorts of prob- 

* lems. 

The ports of Hood River, Oregon, and 

* Klickitat, Washington, are quasi-public 

* agencies that make money leasing and 

* selling land and buildings with the idea of 

* also promoting businesses. 

The Hood River Port director, Jim 
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' O’Banion, stuck his neck out last year and 

* almost got it chopped off. To improve the 

* Hook, one of the most popular beginner 
’ places to sail on the river, he authorized 
’ and paid for a nice rigging beach of 

* gravel right down on the water, out of the 

* wind. No sooner did everyone applaud 

* this move than the Corp of Engineers filed 

* suit, saying that the Port hadn't asked ’ 

* their permission to make this improve- ’ 

* ment Then the granola heads jumped in, ' 

’ saying that the 10-by 50-foot gravel bank ' 

’ would disrupt the ecological balance of ' 

’ the entire Gorge, if not the world. 

Then came the Department of Ecol- ' 

* ogy, the Department of Fish and Wildlife, * 

* and the Gorge Commission. They all * 

’ demanded that this 50-foot section of ’ 

* land, owned by the Port, by the way, be ' 

* "restored" to its original formation. 

O’Banion tried his best, but no matter * 

’ what you do, someone won't like it. It ' 

* could get kind of frustrating, but fortu- ’ 

* nately, it seems to be somewhat isolated. ’ 

Brian Shortt, Director of the Port of ’ 

* Klickitat, has also experienced the prob- * 

* lems of rapid growth. A more aggressive, ’ 

* astute public servant would be hard to ’ 

* find. But he is an appointed official, not an * 

* elected one. So his directions come from ’ 

* the Port Commissioners, and as well- ' 

* meaning as they might be, sometimes * 

* they don't really seem to understand what * 

* is going on. It's not that they aren’t trying, * 

* just that they really aren't ready to deal * 

* with boardhead businessmen who have * 

* the means to plop down half a million * 

* bucks on an idea they want to see hap- * 

* pen right away. 

Klickitat Port got burned a couple of ‘ 

* years back when a group of Texans got ' 

* an option on the Port’s 100 acres of prime • 

* river-front real estate with the idea of • 

* putting in a golf and windsurfing resort. * 

* The Texans stalled and dragged and * 

* finally bailed on the project when they * 

* couldn’t get any financing. Shortt, not • 

* one to be easily put off, began develop- • 

* ing the site himself, with the result that in • 

* 1988, the Bingen Marina became one of • 

* the most popular sailing spots on the * 

* river. 

He has even bigger plans for 1989. • 

* With a larger grass rigging lawn, an ex- * 

* panded beach, showers, and better • 

* access, the Bingen Marina will add badly * 

* needed intermediate-level sailing facili- • 

* ties. It will, that is, unless that property is ■ 

* selected as the site of the Columbia Gorge • 

* Conference Center, a project mandated • 

* a couple of years ago as part of the • 

* Columbia Gorge Scenic Act. If that hap- • 

* pens (and Shortt is lobbying real hard to ■ 

* get his site chosen), then it's a whole new • 

* ball game; the Bingen Marina will be the * 

* place to be for everything from windsurf- • 

* ing to banquets. 

My favorite sailing days consist of • 

* downwind runs. Going back and forth • 
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across the river is fun for a while, but it's 
' more fun to make a river tour, checking " 

’ out‘’secret’’spots along the way The big ' 

* downwind run is from Cascade Locks to * 

* Hood River, the route of the annual Blow- * 

* out race. The record for this grueling 20- * 

* mile run is just over an hour. The problem ' 

’ /s that while you need a 7 Om sail for the * 

’ first five miles, by the last five miles you * 

’ need a 4.0m. So during the first half " 

* you’re doing the hula and then you’re * 

* getting passed the rest of the way It's not ' 

* really too much fun, but it is a challenge ... ’ 

Hood River's first condominium devel- * 

* opment is going up. Two years ago a ’ 

* couple of boardheads saw the writing on ’ 

* thewall. Steve Tessmer worked an option * 

* with the Port of Hood River and with the * 

’ owner of a full city block in downtown * 

’ Hood River, and a year later all the units * 

* in the first two phases were sold out. ’ 

* Before they even broke ground. 

The financing and permit process * 

■ Tessmer went through also required ’ 

* breaking new ground. Most of the local " 

* bankers and politicians don't have a clue # 

* to what’s going on. Those who do are • 

* either powerless to direct it or are out- * 

* numbered 10 to one. "We’re 50 percent * 

* sold out on phases three and four," says * 

* Tessmer. "And we won’t even begin * 

* construction on those for another year." • 

Things are happening here. The ' 

* Gorge, even though it has been "discov- • 

* ered" by many thousands of sailors (and * 

* indeed, there are many second-genera- ' 

* tion sailors here already), is still in its * 

* infancy. Sure, you could have bought a • 

* house here for $30,000 two years ago • 

* and have sold it for $60,000 now, but • 

* $60,000 is still cheap. 

Now there's every conceivable rec- * 

* reational activity here from year-round • 

* snow skiing to world-class rock climbing, • 

* fishing, kayaking, horse riding, and bicy- • 

* cling. There are two golf courses and a • 

* third in the works. There’s a proposal for • 

* a daily shuttle flight service for Hood River * 

* from Seattle but even without it, Portland, * 

* a city of 500,000 people only an hour • 

* away by freeway, has an international • 

■ airport that can put you in Boston, Los • 

* Angeles, or Maui within a few hours. 

I did a run from the Hatchery to Doug ’s • 

* Beach late one afternoon. It was 20 miles • 

* of outrageous, hot, steady wind skim - • 

* ming over the enormous swells as the sun • 

* slipped behind the mountains to the west, • 

* casting a silky orange glow on the surface • 

* of the deep, green water. There's some- • 

* thing wonderfully free about heading off • 

* downwind late in the day. You can bear • 

■ off, straight down the river, then suddenly - 

* rip a turn back upwind, fly off the lip of a • 

* huge, cresting river swell, then ride the • 

* trough on its backside downwind... 

Businesses are booming and the • 

* energy level is just as high off the water as • 

* on. People are moving in from all over the • 
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country and the previously “dead” winter • I've heard reports that windsurfing is • stretch that runs from Maryhill to the dam. • 
months are now merely a slight, and badly • dying. Well, you’d never know it if you • It would be a real intense session, all ’ 

needed, breathing spell between sailing • lived here. House rentals are as hard to • alone out in 40 knots of wind with the dark, • 

seasons, which run from early March • f ind as a good five-cent cigar and it seems • icy spray ripping off the tops of the waves. • 

through late November. • that two out of every three cars I see have * but there were 15 cars parked at Rufus, • 

Gorge towns like the Dalles, Lyle, • boards on them. Folks of all sorts, from • and over 20 people out sailing... 

Mosier, and Stevenson are no longer • loggers to waitresses, are walking into the • Everyone would like to have the Gorge • 

outcasts, remnants of a brighter future • sailboard shops to inquire about lessons • all to himself, but that part of Gorge * 

based on logging and farming from 50 • and rentals. Maybe they’re starting to • windsurfing history is over. Case in point: * 

years ago. Now they’re considered legiti- • catch on after all. * the Hood River Marina. The Hood River • 

mate alternatives to Hood River for locat- • Last week, I decided to have an ad- • Marina used to be just that, a marina, • 

ing new board manufacturing plants, sail • venture. I packed up my gear and headed • along with a small, dirty beach where the • 

lofts, real estate offices, hotels, and new • out to Rufus, an obscure sailing spot 60 • occasional swimmer suffered through a • 
homes. Sleepy Gorge towns are slowly • miles east of Hood River. It was a blustery • session of sandblasting instead of breast • 

waking up to the fact that windsurfing has • Tuesday afternoon and I had visions of • stroking. Now, whenever the wind is • 

arrived and that everyone can benefit • launching up over the huge, notorious • blowing more than five knots, it’s may- • 

from it. • swells that form up in the straight five-mile • hem. Even when there’s no wind there are * 
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people rigging up on the lawn, practicing 
I suppose. 

During the Gorge Pro-Am it’s a full¬ 
blown circus. For two full weeks the 
grassy areas never see the light of day, as 
they’re covered with literally hundreds of 
sails piled up by all the world's best 
sailors. Some guys drive around town 
with piles of fully-rigged sails strapped to 
the tops of their rental cars. One good 
Gorge gust and either the car tips over or 
the roof rack is history. 

Before and after the Pro-Am, the Ma¬ 
rina serves as one of the best spots in the 
world to learn high-wind windsurfing. On 
any given day there will be several dozen 
people working on their waterstarts in the 
waist-deep water that stretches several 
hundred feet out into the river. Most of the 
sailboard shops have instruction pro¬ 
grams and many claim to be able to get 
you out enjoying the majority of Gorge 
sailing within a couple of days of learning 
to waterstart. 

There really aren’t that many secrets 
any more. But you know, that’s okay. 
Sometimes it’s more fun to be out sharing 
your day with friends, both new and old. 
Smiling faces are everywhere on the water. 
Something special is going on here in the 
Gorge, and has been for a million years. 
Maybe people are just starting to recog¬ 
nize it. 

As I launched into the brisk water, 
stepped onto my eight-foot board and 
hooked in, I felt as if I were sliding into the 
bucket seat of a custom-built sportscar 
heading out onto a Grand Prix race course. 
Everything was perfectly balanced and I 
could turn my attention to the surround¬ 
ings. They, too, were perfectly balanced; 
the rolling green hills, the orange rock 
walls, the deep, shimmering river, all 
perfectly balanced. ■ 


CLINICS 


Betty Birrell Clinics: Betty Birrell will 
be back for the sixth year with her highly 
successful clinics, featuring extensive 
instruction in heavy-wind sailing, vid¬ 
eos. parties, and prizes. June 14 to 16, 
June 28 to 30. and Sept. 6 to 8. Contact 
Hood River Windsurfing, 503-386-5787. 


F2Week: Summer’89. Free demos 
clinics in Hood River. Contact Colum¬ 
bia Windsurfing Academy, 503-FUN- 
JIBE. 




O’Brien Week: Summer'89. Free de¬ 
mos and clinics in Hood River. Contact 



WINDRIDER 
































Mistral’s Equipe 

“Monofilm" Sail Is Designed lb 

Make Your Quiver Faster 
And Your Competition Shake. 


increased performance. 





Nobody’s Doing More 
For The Board. 
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7222 Parkway Drive' Dorsey, Maryland 21076 ' (301)796-4755 
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•TECH INT'L. 



« mp in Haiku on Maui's north shore, 
m a ancient winds rattle through tall 
palms. Clouds hug close to the 
slopes of Haleakala. There, in a small 
shaping room, Craig Maisonville has been 
carving his own special high-performance 
signature in foam for the past six years. 
Integrating natural curves and native 
rhythms with CAD technology and space 
age materials... shaping local customs 
for modern sailors. ' 
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Maui Inspiration, 
Mainland Access 


HiTech 


Wn U nit C,. Novato. CA 94949-(415) 883-2080 
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KEY 

• Easiest 1 Poor 0 Not available 

A More difficult 2 Good A Within 5 minutes 

0 Most difficult 3 Excellent 

*Check with Hood River Windsurfing during your next visit to the Gorge for updated information. 


MAY 1989 


59 
































































II mm imrim 


3 


I 


II: | 
i! i 




BRIAN SPROUT 


Sail designer Dave Russell of Rushwinds spends time at the sewing machine as well as on the water. That’s how Rushwinds maintains its reputation 
hhe" sail tor serious racing. 


Windsurfing 
is Big 
Business 


he sophistication and number of 
visitors to the Gorge has grown in 
ast year and along with that growth 
, om e a tremendous surge in the 
er size, and types of windsurfing- 

d businesses that thrive here. 

rurally the most visible are the 
urfing shops, which nowcarry every 
livable board, sail, mast, boom and 

Combination known to Man. Not to 

the clothing, wetsuits, repair 
Lie luaqage. accessories, and 


' other assorted non-necessities and knick- 
' knacks—like jewelry (earrings shaped like 
sails), watches for race timing, books and 
videos on everything from how-to to where¬ 
to, and 500 different styles and colors of 
flip-flops. 

The custom “Gorge" boards are also 
highly visible, but their prevalence doesn't 
mean that well-known production boards 
like Hi-Tech or Hi-Per Tech aren't avail- • 
able. Course boards, which measure 11 • 
to 12 feet, are the only ones that are not • 
stocked in huge supply. 

Some shops, like Windance and Dill, • 
carry their own brand of boards in various • 
sizes, shapes, designs, and weights—all • 
custom-made right in the Gorge. Others, • 
like Hood River Windsurfing and Gorge • 
Animal, have their own boards designed • 
and made both in the Gorge and else- • 
where. And stili others, like Big Winds, * 
Sailboards Hood River, and Wind Syn- • 
ergy, carry internationally-known brands • 
like Angulo, Hi-Tech, Bruce Jones, and • 
Naish. 

Finally, there are the Gorge custom- • 
board builders, who just make boards • 


• that are fine-tuned to the Gorge's rugged 

• conditions, but are also suitable for other 

• areas of the country. The wait for a 

• custom board can range from several 

• days to several weeks, but almost every- 

• one agrees that it’s worth it. There's noth- 

• ing quite like a shiny, tough, lightweight, 

• colorful new board shaped just for you— 

• built for your weight and sailing style, the 

• blank neatly inscribed with “Hand shaped 

• for Shredder Smith of Denver by Bob 

• Boardbuilder in the Gorge." 

So with all this going on, it's obvious 

• that the sailboard shops in the Gorge are 

• doing well. Big Winds, which opened last 

• year, is doing so well that owners Doug 

• Gallant and Steve Gates opened another 

• shop called Front Street Sailboards, just a 

■ few blocks away from their store in Hood 

■ River. 

“We felt there was room for another 

• shop in town, so rather than sit around 

• and let someone else come in and start 

• one, we decided to do it ourselves," says 

■ Gallant. With the return on investment 
estimated at over 100 percent in some 
cases, it's easy to see that business is 



























GORGE EVENTS 1989 


May 20,21 : Celilo Cup, Avery to Mary 
hill downwind race. Slalom race at 
Maryhill. Contact Gary Gorman, 503- 
386-2880. 

June 3,4: Gorge Tech Speed Check in 
the Gorge. Contact Gorge Technol¬ 
ogy, 503-386-2862. 

June 6: Tuesday Team Slalom Series 
#1, Hood River Marina. Sponsored by 
Columbia Gorge Boardsailing Asso¬ 
ciation. Contact Ken Maddox, 503- 
386-4526. 

June 13: Tuesday Team Slalom Series 
#2, Hood River Marina. Sponsored by 
Columbia Gorge Boardsailing Asso¬ 
ciation. Contact Ken Maddox, 503- 
386-4526. 

June 17-22: BIC Speed Trials, simpler 
format, lower entry fee in ’89. Contact 
Hood River Marina, 503-386-5363. 

June 20: Tuesday Team Slalom Series 
#3, Hood River Marina. Sponsored by 
Columbia Gorge Boardsailing Asso¬ 
ciation. Contact Ken Maddox, 503- 
386-4526. 

June 24, 25: 8th Annual High Wind 
Classic; the Gorge’s oldest slalom 
event. Proceeds to benefit the Ameri¬ 
can Heart Association. Sponsored by 
Hood River Windsurfing, 503-386-5787. 

June 27: Tuesday Team Slalom Series 
#4, Hood River Marina. Sponsored .by 
Columbia Gorge Boardsailing Asso¬ 
ciation. Contact Ken Maddox, 503- 
386-4526. 

July 7-16: Rainier Beer Columbia 
Gorge Pro-Am Speed Slalom; world’s 
largest slalom event! Contact Race 
Group Management, 509-493-1545. 

July 20-23: Gorge Cities Blowout; 20- 
mile downwind run, longboard slalom, 
longboard freestyle. Contact Hood 
River Windsurfing, 503-386-5787. 

July 29, 30: Gorge Tech Speed Check 
in the Gorge. Contact Gorge Technol¬ 
ogy, 503-386-2862. 

August 10-13: Naish Dash; short board 
race from the Hood River Marina to 
Swell City and back. Contact Hood 
River Windsurfing. 503-386-5787. 

August 26,27: Gorge Speed Check in 
the Gorge. Contact Gorge Technol¬ 
ogy, 503-386-2862. 

September 2: The Pink Party and The 
Pink Parade, Hood River. Contact Hood 
River Windsurfing, 503-386-5787. 


September 3: The Roach Cup, Hood 
River. Contact Hood River Windsurf¬ 
ing, 503-386-5787. 



NO SAND GETS IN, NO TOES GET OUT. 



The Florida 89 is so comfortable, thanks to its stretchy, breathable 
4mm neoprene, and so rugged, with its injected rubber sole. It’s 
designed to keep you in complete control and help you feel the 
board. Your feet will beg you to keep them on. Available in 6 sizes 
and 5 colors at your local dealer. Try the Florida 89 now and don’t 
settle for imitations. 
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LENGTH: 90" 
WIDTH: 21.75 
VOLUME: 109 liters 
WEIGHT: 13.5 lbs. 


Weight 


Length 


= 1.5 Ibs./ft. 


Volume 


Weight 


= 8.1 liters/lb 


CONSTRUCTION: 
Hand shaped EPS 
foam with sand¬ 
wiched PVC hard 
foam outer core. 
Hardwood stringer 
& vacum bagged 
aerospace epoxy 
laminate. 


BOTTOM SHAPE: 
Quad Cave or 
Panel Vee 
WARRANTY: , 

Six Months 
GUARANTEE: 

To Blow Your Mind! 



FACT; 


CUSTOM BOARDS LEAD THE 
INDUSTRY IN PERFORMANCE 
ON ALL LEVELS. 


FACT; 


CUSTOM BOARDS AREN’T 
TESTED AGAINST MOLDED 
BOARDS. SIMPLY BECAUSE 
THERE IS NO COMPARISON. 


BUT: 


IF YOU STILL WANT A 
MOLDED BOARD, BE 
LOOKING FOR OUR NEW 
MOLDED COMPOSITE 
STRUCTURES THIS SPRING 
(NOT JUST ANOTHER 
MOLDED BOARD!) 


See Our Dealer Nearest You! 



VISA, 


3575 23rd Ave, South 1107 lake Worth FI 33461 
(407)565-5033 



























































MasterCard 


boardometers 


dviaxumun Opcccl ^ncticawn 

SAILBOARDS • PERFECT FOR TUN 

CATAMARANS • COMPETITION SPE 

SURFBOARDS • PERSONAL HIGH S 

DAYSAILORS • FUN FOR RENTERS 

Impervious to Salt Water and Sun 

• No Batteries or Wires • 

„ • Detachable • 


FLORIDA RESIDENTS 
Add 6°o Sales Tax 


Indicates Fastest Speed to 50 mph 

Guaranteed Against Mechanical Defects 


SPECIAL " ONE TIME " ADVERTISING PROMOTION!! 

The first 2000 units will be sold for s 14. 96 (plus tax) 

One BOARDOMETER per family Additional units at s 29.*' 


645 West Michigan Street / Orlando, Florida 32805 

3 ( 407 ) 425-0684 !■ 

( 800 ) 327-9746 m 


Allow 4 to 8 weeks for delivery. 


Dealer territories available 
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When The Wind Stops Get Your 

I 


Winger Sports, Ltd. 


ORDER DIRECT - 

1 Winger 1 " Water Balloon 
Slingshot, 144 Balloons, and 1 
Filler Attachment for: 

* 29.95 

Postage paid (in USA). 

Visa. MasterCard & Checks accepted. 

-OP- 

SEE YOUP DEALER 

1306 W. County Road F Arden Hills, MN55112 1 •800-634-8508 
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indeed good 

Bob Dill has |ust moved into a huge " 

’ new factory and retail building built by his ’ 

’ partner, Jeff Hammer. His new factory is * 

’ truly state-of-the-art, and one of the only * 

' buildings in the world designed and built * 

’ with custom sailboard-making in mind. * 

’ With well over 22,000 feet of space, Dill * 

• hopes to finally be able to keep up with * 

• the demand for his custom boards. 

Local sailmakersRushwind and North- * 

• wave report similar business booms. Last * 

• summer Rushwind became the R & D loft * 

’ for Gaastra, which gave owners and top * 

• racers Bruce Peterson and Dave Russell * 

• the chance to work with Gaastra sail * 

• designers from around the world The ’ 

• word around town is that Rushwind is the ' 

• sail for serious racing and, indeed, Gaas- * 

’ tra/Rushwind prototypes cleaned up in * 

• races all last summer. 

Mike Kitts, local representative for ’ 

• Hi-Per Tech Sailboards is both excited ’ 

• and dismayed by the demand for his * 

• boards. "Right now we have orders for * 

• over 400 boards with a waiting list three * 

• months long" 

Sailboard Warehouse, based in St. * 

• Paul, Minnesota, will be opening a retail * 

• outlet in Hood River this spring. Randy • 

• Johnson, owner of Sailboard Warehouse, ■ 

• is excited about the Hood River opening. • 

• He says, “The Gorge has become the • 

• premier windsurfing destination spot in • 

• the US; it makes sense for us to be here." * 

However, along with the increase in * 

• business there’s also an increase in work- * 

• load. Blake and Susie Richards, owners ■ 

• of Northwave, are frazzled. Blake looks • 

• up from his sewing machine and shakes * 

• his head. “Our business season seemed * 

• to be starting earlier and earlier each * 

• year, until this year, when it never slowed * 

• down. Not for a minute. We have sail ■ 

• orders from all over the world. I just * 

• canceled a two-week trip to Baja so I • 

• could stay here in the loft and get caught * 

• up on orders.” 

Chuck Langley, who opened the Bike • 

• Shop in 1972, cursed the howling Gorge * 

• winds for years. However, since expand- * 

• ing to windsurfing gear and vacation • 

• packages in 1982, business has been • 

• booming. Now, when he wakes up in the • 

• morning and hears the wind howling, he’s • 

• a happy man. 

Three years ago, Julie Blenn, of Sec- • 

• ond Wind Sports Consignment, started • 

• her shop with only an armload of assorted • 

• windsurfing gear. Today, Second Wind • 

• stocks an array of new and used windsurf- • 

• ing equipment, as well as skiing, camp- • 

• ing, and climbing gear. The shop has • 

• since outgrown its old quarters and re- • 

• cently moved to a bigger facility. 

Bob Rueter, owner of Gorge Perform- • 

• ance, a shop specializing in repairing • 

• boards and sails for Portland sailors head- ■ 

• ing for the Gorge, says business has • 






















never been better at the "Shredding 
' Shed." 

’ Newcomer Doug Van Zandt, who 
' builds Hurricane Sails, says that last 

* summer his business exceeded his ex- 
■ pectations by 100 percent. "I couldn’t be 

* happier," says a smiling Van Zandt. "Here 

* I am in paradise, sailing every day and 

* making a living doing what I love to do. 

* Who would have guessed?" 

But there’s still room for the windsurf- 
' ing "leisure business" crowd. No, this 
' doesn’t mean leisure products, but the 
’ way in which owner/sailors, like Les Crich- 

* ton (Gorge Animal) and Bart Vervloet 
‘ (Gorge Surf Shop) do business—when 
’ the wind blows, they’re more likely to be 
’ found on the water than behind the 

* counter. 

It’s a great attitude and one that’s not 

* lost on their many customers, who realize 
’ that if the shop doors are closed, then the 

* "salespeople" must be out "testing" new 

* equipment. 

As the windsurfing businesses con- 
‘ tinue to grow, so too have the "secon- 
’ dary" businesses, which were either 
’ spawned by or are vaguely related to the 
‘ windsurfing boom in the area. Restau- 

* rants, bars, hotels, grocery and drug 
’ stores, and even hardware stores have 
‘ seen business increase by as much as 50 

* percent in the past year. 



BRIAN SPROUT 


Gorge resident and local shaper Bob Dill just built a 22,000-foot building to house his booming 
sailboard business. 




THISISAHOLDUP. 




THIS IS A STEAL 

$ 49.00 

n 1 T1 Dmaa 


The only thing better than this Mistral SL500 
harness is the price. Mistral SL500 available at your 
authorized Mistral dealer in January, 1989 


mistral 


7000 . nj. 


Nobody’s Doing More 
For The Board. 
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Mosier: The Town Next Door 
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There are towns other than Hood River and diversions other than sailing. Go mountain climbing 
snow skiing, or just hike to one ot the area's many waterfalls. 


RANDY WELLS 


BY PETER MENEFEE 


H ired of the crowds in Hood River? 

Looking for that scenic waterfall to 
relax under on those no-wind days? 
Then Mosier is the place to be. 

Located just five miles east of Hood 
River on 1-84, Mosier is to Hood River 
what Beaver Creek is to Vail. With a 
population of 344, plus two redneck 
brothers from Portland, Mosier is a small, 
close-knit community. It’s fast becom¬ 
ing a premier choice of real estate-in¬ 
vesting boardheads because of its spec¬ 
tacular Gorge views and the laid-back 
attitude of its inhabitants. 

Downtown Mosier was located on 
Main Street until the early 1900s, when 
it was destroyed by a raging fire. The 

D«<-* riffi/vo it. Iht ttnlw tvittinn 


existing 


best bet, but if you’re a boardhead, any 
vehicle will work, because you won't be 
denied a great sail just because of a 
rough road. 

Many times last summer the wind 
blew harder at Rock Creek than any 
other place in the Gorge and attracted 
lots of sailors. It's not uncommon to see 
sailors flying 30-plus feet off the waves 
on nuclear days at Rock Creek. On the 
other hand, Mosier Creek, located 
downwind of Rock Creek, is a great 
place for intermediate sailors. A large 
sandbar makes waterstarting a snap, 
and the water isn’t too deep for those 
who don't want to venture out tod far 
from shore. 

Plans are on the drawing board to 
develop the Mosier Marina and the 
lock Creek Boardsailing Association is 
Drove access to Rock Creek 
-working with the 



"I've given up thinking about a vaca- 
’ tion," says one restaurant owner. 'Til just * 
' stick it out until I keel over, but you know, ’ 

• I really do love all the windsurfer guys and " 
‘ gals—they’ve really turned this place * 
' around.” 

Steve Davis, owner of Gorge Fun (a ' 
' mountain-bike touring company), said, * 
' "We started out two years ago as an ’ 

• alternate activity on no-wind days and ’ 

• business is starting to really pick up.” ‘ 
’ Gorge Fun rents Jamis bicycles for its * 
’ trips. 

The manufacturers have also been ’ 
' ridingonthecrestofsuccess,profits,and ’ 

• expansion. Kerrits Activewear, which " 
' began just two years ago, moved into a * 

• new factory and office complex in the * 
’ remodeled cannery building in downtown ' 
' Hood River this spring. 

’ "This new space is five times as big as * 
' the one we had last summer and we’ve * 

• already filled it up," says Kerrits designer/ ’ 
’ owner Kerry Kent. "We're growing faster ’ 

• than I ever imagined... and I imagined " 

• quite a bit!” 

Da Kine Hawaii, which is also located ' 
' in the cannery, has just expanded, too. * 

• Owner Rob Kaplan spends his time * 

• commuting between Maui and Under- ‘ 

• wood, Washington, where he has a home. ' 

• He is pleased with his new expansion. 

"Our new projects, like our Easton ' 

• booms, flex harnesses, and other acces- * 

• sories, require more and more space. * 

• We’ll use one whole floor for manufactur- • 

• ing and the other for shipping and of- * 

• fices." 

Promotion Wetsuits, with a shop that * 

• features a wide variety of off-the-rack • 

• wetsuits for all types of windsurfing con- • 

• ditions, now has a collection of custom ■ 

• suits and a repair service available year- • 

• round. 

Wind Weapon International has been * 

• selling its sail soaring device (a hybrid of * 

• hang-gliding and windsurfing) since the * 

• summer of 1986, and sold almost 400 of • 

• the devices in the last three years. 

But Hood River isn’t the only Gorge * 

• city to be experiencing a boom. Steven- • 

• son, Washington, may become the new • 

• manufacturing center. AHD, an Austra- • 

• lian company, has just opened a new • 

• factory there to produce their extremely • 

• lightweight slalom boards. 

According to owner Eric Skemp, Mis- • 

• tral is also planning on opening an R & D • 
■ and custom board facility in the area. • 

• “Everything is right about this place,” • 

• says Skemp, who just bought a small farm • 

• in Trout Lake, a small town just north of • 

• Stevenson. 

Other smaller companies, like Gorge • 

• Technology (manufacturers of state-of- • 

• the-art mast bases and extensions), Chi- • 

• nook (one of the largest makers of clamp- • 

• on boom front ends), Gorge Gear (super- • 

• tough soft goods and accessories), Air- ■ 





















































wave (lightweight harnesses), Airtime 
(bright and functional clothes), and Up 
Your Sail (an innovative sail rigging de¬ 
vice) all report that business is great. 

Jim Case, owner of Chinook, couldn’t 
find a building big enough to move his 
growing company into, so he’s building it 
himself on a commercial lot he just pur¬ 
chased in Hood River. M l like the tax 
situation in Washington better,’’ he says, 
“but I just couldn't find the right type of 
property there.’’ 

Pat Dougherty, a hot local sailor and 
partner in Gorge Technology, puts it best 
when he says, “This is the place to be. I 
travel all over and I love Aruba, Maui, and 
all those other places, but as far as run¬ 
ning my business goes, there isn't a bet¬ 
ter place in the world. I mean, hey, would 
you buy a base from a company called 
'Great Salt Lake Technology?"’ 


Windsurfers 
of the 
Gorge 


and they may want to take a lesson; that 
playing racquetball all winter doesn’t use 
the same muscle groups as sailing; that 
they may be too tired to party every night; 
and that the local women will use them as 
jibe marks. We know that while they might 
go home with smiles on their faces, they'll 
have blisters on their hands. 

The second group is the "RAD" (or 
Returning And Determined) sailors. These 
sailors have been to the Gorge before, 
gone through the "AWESOME" stage, 
and now are here for a competition or are 
just ready to hone their skills. A large 
majority of these sailors have kept in 
shape through the winter by sailing in 
Baja, Maui, or Aruba, and have been 
weight training all winter so they'll be ’ 
ready for that 3.2m day. The RAD sailors ’ 
spend time and money on the best equip- * 
ment and instruction during their visit, ' 
and will usually stay at a comfortable ’ 
hotel or bed and breakfast. 

The RAD sailor has a very realistic set of ' 
goals and objectives to meet while sailing * 
in the Gorge. They tend to stay longer ’ 
and even enjoy the variety of other activi- * 
ties Oregon has to offer on non-windy ' 
days. 

Dave is a typical RAD sailor who, for ' 


the past four years, has returned for two to 
three weeks every season. Dave, an 
' emergency room physician from Salt Lake 
' City, Utah, competed in the Blowout two 
’ years ago. He had had only an hour of 

* sleep before driving 14 hours to the Gorge, 
’ climbing onto a rental board with no foot- 

* straps, and attempting to sail 20 miles 

* downwind—knowing only how to tack! 

* Dave finished that race somehow, but 
’ this year, he knows how to duck jibe and 
’ possesses a full quiver of sails and three 

boards. He plans to arrive a week early to 

* get a good rest before race day. 

' The last group of sailors are the "WEEK¬ 
END WARRIORS." These sailors live within 
’ a six-hour drive of Hood River. They 

* usually leave for the Gorge right after 

* work on Friday, and return home late 

* Sunday night. Their numerous trips to the 

* Gorge require a strict budget, so the 
’ majority camp out to keep costs down 

The WEEKEND WARRIORS often bring 
the whole family along, including pets, 
and tend to travel in small caravans, like 
migrating tribes. 

Heidi, Gayle, and Steve are from 
Seattle. They arrive every Friday, and 
usually call first for a weather report, but 
neither snow, rain, low winds, nor a dry 



O he migration starts earlier each year 
as sailors plan their visits to the 
Columbia Gorge. Many call for informa¬ 
tion as early as January, asking for assis¬ 
tance in lodging, rentals, lessons, and ' 
equipment. Who are these sailors that ' 
arrive in force each year? We’ve carefully ' 
divided the visiting Gorge sailor into three • 
distinct categories. 

The ’AWESOME” (Addicted Windsurf- * 
ing Enthusiast Soon To Meet Exhaustion) * 
sailor is the first type. We just received a * 
call from Steve and Kevin, two sailors who * 
fit this category, from Cass City, Michi- • 
gan. They are in the 25- to 45-year-old * 
age range, single young urban profes- * 
sionals looking for something more chal- • 
lenging than 10-foot boards on a 20-knot * 
day They’ve been reading about the * 
Gorge in WindRidermagazlne, have seen ■ 
it on ESPN, and will soon be making their • 
first trio to the Columbia River. 

They're definitely excited, and will be 
Ivina out during the peak season this • 

'urnmer. They plan to stay in a bed and • 
ireakfast inn and rent their equipment at ■ 
he Gorge. But do they plan to take • 
Isons'? Heck, no, they're going to hit • 
hafwater. sail every day. party every • 
^ ht meet women, and go home with a • 
ll ^ ' ThPir faces We won't tell them that • 

irin on rimfd harder to sail • 


BY STEPHANIE ENG-WARREN AND 
CHARLIE WARREN 





























river bed can keep them away. These 
sailors are addicted to shortboard sailing 
and are unable to maintain their fix during 
the week. Heidi went back to school to 
get her teaching certificate just so she 
could have her summers off. 

Just a rumor of wind will have them 
driving any distance. You name it—Clat- 
skame. the Coast, Maryhill, or Kalama. 
WEEKEND WARRIORS are hard-pressed 
to find enjoyment in any activity that draws 
them away from the water. They just 
know that the wind will blow while they’re 
away. 

No matter which windsurfer category 
you fit into, the Gorge is the Northwest’s 
sailboarding paradise, and there’s plenty 
of room for everyone. We hope that when 
you come, you'll have all the wind you 
could ask for; and when you leave, you’ll 
have a smile on your face. 


Effortless 

Heavy-Air 

Sailing 



I * rom ,he m a kers of lhe 1988 U.S. Sailing Team Shirt 

Off icial Gorge 
T-Shirts and Sweatshirts 

The Columbia River Gorge in Oregon is where they sail faster & higher than 
anywhere else in the world—with 20-50 knots winds daily Push the outside 
of the envelope and order your shirt today! 

Hot colors • Fluorescent Blue. Wild Razberry, Fluorescent Green and Navy on White. 
Sizes small, medium, large & x-large. Front: left chest print. Back: full-size print. 

T-Shirts: 100% heavyweight cotton—shortsleeve $12. longsleeve $16. 
Sweatshirts: 7 oz 50150 poly/cotton blend— $22. 
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ORDER NOW: Send checks to Better Promotions. Dept. W. Box 26192. Major 
Shoreview, MN 55126 or call (612) 429-1292. Please specify size and add $1 credit cards 
for shipping on each item. accepted 


BY JOE FIELD. HEAVY-AIR GORGE 
DIRECTOR 


U ust as a chain is only as strong as its 
weakest link, the heavy-air sailor is 
limited by the potential of his weakest link. 
Whether that link is a weak mast base, a 
wimpy pair of arms, or a lack of confi¬ 
dence, the sailor will only perform until the 
first link of his performance chain breaks. 




GORGE ANIMAL 


a new color brochure and piranha sticker: 
Send $2.00 to our new factory and showroom. 
Dill Sailboards, 1020 Wasco, Hood River, OR 
97031 or call 503/386-6202. 


800 - 331-4711 

GORGE VACATIONS 

Accommodations 
Equipment Rentals 
Instructions 
Car rental 

UFemus 

122 E. 2nd 

TUT n a t t r*c rvn 


CUSTOM 

BOARDS 


YOU CAN PAY MORE BUT YOU IUST CAN’T 
BUY A BETTER CUSTOM BOARD 


OUR SIMPLE PHILOSOPHY IS TO PROVIDE 
THE HIGHEST QUALITY AVAILABLE 
AT THE LOWEST PRICE POSSIBLE 
































SAILBOARDS 


Mr. Bill's _ i 

Boardsailing Adventures J 

Boardsalllng Vacation Packages In: ^^ 

Gc£gE 
b a*5\. 


NORTH SAILS 




CAR 
LODGING 
EQUIPMENT 


Discounts Available 

Cascade 
Travel Service 

1110ak St. • Hood River, OR 97031 


ONE CALL DOES IT ALL! 1- 
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Quality Custom 
Sailboards designed 
and built in the Gorge 

Shaping by Gary Swanson 


Factory Showroom: 
704 1st Street i 
Mosler> 


P.O. Box 1QJD4 
Hood River; - OR 9*031 _ 
^ 503-478-3441 


Before delving into specialized sailing 
techniques and wind dynamics, it is worth- 
’ while to briefly examine the factors which 

• can constitute weak links in the sailor's 
’ performance chain, such as equipment, 

• physical fitness, and state of mind. 

Our heavy-air Gorge experience re- 
’ veals weak boom fittings, mast feet, and 
’ fins to be the greatest causes of a 

• windsurfer’s swimming home. Theweak- 

• ness of these items is often compounded 

• by sloppy rigging. Interestingly, we also 

• see many well-equipped windsurfers flail- 

• ing due to sloppy rigging. A good rule for 

• heavy-air rigging is: If something’s loose 
’ and may need tuning later, do it now! 

It’s important to put a shim on your fin 

• base so the fin does not move. If you do 
' this and the fin still has play, it’s time for a 
' new finbox! New tracks should be posi- 

• tioned to have their openings aft, as most 

• "dis-mastings” occur as the result of mast 

• feet sliding forward and popping out. 

• Booms should fit tightly enough to elimi- 
' nate all play, but not so tightly as to 

• compress your mast. Many of the new 
’ clamp-on boom/mast fittings eliminate this 

. * problem. 

Physical fitness is essential to meet the 

• prolonged athletic demands of heavy-air 

• sailing. Don’t expect more performance 

• from your sailing than your body can 

• deliver. Physically, the heavy-air sailor’s 

• attack should be much like the light-wind 
’ sailor's and distinguished from that of the 

• medium-wind sailor! The successful 

• heavy-air sailor must take a subtle ap- 

• proach. High winds can’t be muscled for 

• long. Indeed, energy must be preserved. 

• In these conditions, the wind often pro- 

• vides much more energy than can effi- 

• ciently be harnessed. Don’t be afraid to 

• de-power by sheeting out and spilling 

• wind! 

The heavy-air sailor's grip on the boom 

• should be as relaxed as possible. (Ever 

• notice that the sailors without sore backs 

• always seem to be those whose rigs blow 

• out of their hands several times daily?) 

• The remainder of the body must stay 

• relaxed as well. This is accomplished by 

• continually backing off on finger, toe, 

■ hand, and arm tension, then gripping a bit 

• tighter, always searching for that magic 

• point of equilibrium. 

Peace of mind requires confidence in 

• every link in your equipment. It’s confi- 

• dence in your physical preparations. It's 

• the knowledge that your mental prepara- 

• tion and light-fingered "feel" for the wind 

• will give you time to act before surprises 

• force you to react. There’s no shame in 

• luffing up into a nuclear blast or holding 

• your rig and rolling back off your board for 

• a controlled “dismount." Remember, fall- 

• ing forward is called "getting slammed" 

• and lives up to its name every time! If you 

• feel yourself getting nervous, dismount 

• and relax for a moment. 











Up to this point, we have discussed 
' your very tangible (hopefully) equipment, 

’ body, and mind, but before concluding, 

• we will briefly explore the less tangible 
’ variables of technique and wind. 

• Heavy-air technique begins after the 

• basic waterstart has been mastered. 

• Three quick technique observations are 

• worth noting here. The first is that the only 

• place I've ever seen heavy-air sailors 
’ "squaring off and running downwind 
' before overpowering puffs" is in maga- 

• zine articles and wild downwind races. 

• Sensible sailors luff up and spill wind 
’ through knockdown puffs. 

The second is that heavy-air jibes 

• always fail unless the sail is held parallel 
‘ to the board throughout the turn. Other- 

• wise, it acts as a windbreak, stalling the * 

• planing sailor and ending the jibe at- ' 

• tempt. The true heavy-air jibe should be * 

• executed on a radius that’s much larger ’ 

• than normal, enabling the board’s for- 

• ward inertia to be smoothly translated into 

• the turn. 

The third is that heavy-air waterstarts * 

• should be made slower than normal wa- ' 

• terstarts. They should be viewed as tran- * 

• sitions and are commenced by sailing * 

• with the rear end dragging through the * 

• water. The object of the waterstart is not ’ 

• to stand up on the board, but to ease the * 

• sailor, rig, and board into the forces of the * 

• wind as smoothly as possible. 

Having explored the links in your per- * 

• formance chain and ways to control them, * 

• let us now delve into the mysteries of * 

• heavy air. Previously, the analogy was * 

• made between light-wind specialists and ' 

• heavy-air sailors. We would like to ex- ' 

• pand on that by stating that ultra-light- • 

• wind sailors often make the best ultra- * 

• high-wind sailors. As curious as this may ' 

• sound, it’s due to the light-wind sailor’s ’ 

• impeccable knowledge of the wind and * 

• the attention he pays to it. Trade-wind * 

• sailors, in contrast, seem to bask in un- * 

• eventful steady winds, deprived of the 1 

• opportunity to truly observe its full range * 

• and vagaries. 

Any true wind worshipper knows that • 

• the wind blows in a cyclical pattern. This • 

• is compromised of subtle, recurring shifts • 

• in direction and velocity in between the ■ 

• obvious ones. For the most part, the • 

• heavy-air sailor can ignore these micro- • 

• shifts, but noting them makes anticipate • 

• ing the true blasts as simple as child’s • 

• play. Things to look for include the reac- • 

• tions of sailors upwind, whitecap activity, • 

• spray intensity, direction, and, most im- ■ 

• portant, your own sail and how effortlessly • 

• you are propelling yourself. 

• It’s this concept of effortless propul- • 

• sion that we should all strive for. Eliminat- • 

• ing our weak links through preparation • 
' aR d anticipation results in confidence and • 

relaxed heavy-air fun. Hope to see you • 



Dealer inquiries welcome 


For infbrmalion write: 
Northwave Custom Sails 
P.O. Box 945 
Hood River, OR 97031 
503-386-6156 
FAX 509-493-2150 


THE 

MOST POPULAR 
CUSTOM SAIL IN 
THE GORGE 


-New larger manufacturing 
& retail facility 
-Exclusive line of active 
wear 

-All products made in 
the Gorge 
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Gorge Terms 


Windsurfing personalities like Dave the Wave abound at the Gorge. Visit during the Pro-Am and 
you'll see celebrities flock from the hills. 


BY JOE FIELD 


ROOM 


At Hood River Windsurfing, we ve 
put together the perfect room and 
board package. The room? 

Choose from Hood River Village 
Resort or cozy Bed and Break¬ 
fasts. The board? Tiga or Sea- 
trend. Gorge proven and tested. 
Equipped with Ampro mast, 
Windsure boom and a Neil Pryde 
or Gaastra sail. We can arrange 
lessons for first time sailors or the 
more advanced. We can even 
book transportation and arrange 
car rental through our in- house 
travel service. ^ 

So call us for a Gorge experi¬ 
ence that really paysoff. 




4 Fourth Street. Hood River. Oregon 97031 
Telephone (503) 386-5787 
Write for our free catalog. 
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CUSTOM 
MAST BASE 

SPEED INDUCER • EZ RELEASE CUP 
• MORE • 

dealer inquiries invited 
gorge technology 
, O BOX 798 HOOD RIVER, OR 97031 

503/386-2862 


Beach Finish: Crash slam! 
Behind-The-Back Jibe: Pirouette 
jibe. 

Big Board: Board over nine feet. 
Board Brain: Hardcore boardhead. 

Combat Conditions: Gusty nuclear 
wind. 

Customized: Anything in less-than- 
original condition. 

Dialed In: In sync with one’s gear. 
Dismount: Gentleman's wipe-out over 
back of board. 

Double Duck Jibe: Heavy-air duck 
j ibe during which sail does a 720. 
Downwinder: To sail downwind for a 
distance. 

Duct Tape: Festering Board Brain’s 
shoes, cooking set, drive train, repair kit, 
etc. 

Dude: Anyone a Board Brain sees, 
generally for four hours, but in some 
cases as long as a day (and in rare 
cases, permanently) before, during, and 
after sailing. 

Fester: To live out of a beat-up old 
car's back seat for the sole purpose of 
windsurfing, or because you were 
brought up that way. 

..ted: Words required by 
™- in every windsurfing ad- 

„ 

, . 


Patrick mcdowell 


Job: ??? (Not in vocabulary.) 

Light Air: Conditions too light for your 
5.4. 

Meltdown: Wall-to-wall white ghost. 
Moe: Moe Dixon, the Gorge's Jimmy 
Buffet! 

Nuclear Wind: When the big guys 
can't hold on to their 3.9s and must rig 
down, it's nukin'. 

Over The Top: Wipe-out over the 
nose of the board. 

PFD: Lead or water-filled vest used by 
slalom racers to increase weight so 
larger sail can be used. 

Power Slide: Spin-out during high¬ 
speed jibe. 

Pump Jump (Or Step Jump): Jump 
where sailor pumps sail at apogee to 
extend air time. 

Rad: Radical. 

Rag: Beat-up old sail. 

Rarity: Female windsurfer. 

Slam Jibe: High-speed pivot jibe. 
Slammed: Over-the-top wipe-out. 
Stylin’: Lookin' good. 

Team ADVIL: Sailor's spelling of 
apres-sail: A-D-V-l-L. 

Tognar: Totally gnarly. 

Torad: Totally radical. 

Upwlnder: To sail upwind for a dis¬ 
tance. 

Wall-To-Wall: Wind equally filled in 
across the Columbia River. 

Qhost: Dense clouds of ^ 
“elves in winds over 70 








































Places to 
Stay at the 
Gorge 

O he variety of accommodations to be 
found at the Gorge is as great as the 
variety of sailing spots—the following is 
just a sample of what's available. We 
highly recommend you call or write be¬ 
fore arriving, as these places fill up quickly 
in season. 

THE BARKHEIMER HOUSE 

Historic "Lakecliff Estate,” built in 1908, is 
situated on the Columbia Gorge cliffs. 
This bed and breakfast inn has a great 
view and storage for your equipment, but 
no board rentals. $68.30 per night, in¬ 
cludes tax and full breakfast. 3820 
Westcliff Drive, Hood River, OR 97031, 
503-386-5918. 

CAPTAIN GRAY’S GUEST HOUSE 

This 1900s Queen Ann Victorian is lo¬ 
cated just five minutes from the new 
Rowena access or Doug’s Beach. $15 to 
$45 per night, includes breakfast. 210 
West Fourth Street, The Dalles, OR 97058, 
503-298-8222. 

CASA BAJA 

Dirk Gidney's guest house is renowned 
for its friendly, homey atmosphere. Three 
comfortable rooms are available, with a 
continental breakfast included. The loca¬ 
tion is close to Hood River sailing and 
services. Don’t forget to make reserva¬ 
tions! 1223 Lincoln and 13th Street, Hood 
River, OR 97031,503-386-5462. 

COLUMBIA GORGE CAMPPARK 

This five-acre campground is located near 
1-84, three minutes from the port of Hood 
River Marina Park. The facilities include 
restrooms, showers, laundromat, 24-hour 
security, and a raised outdoor stage where 
sailboard classes and clinics are held. 
Group activities, such as fully-catered 
parties and luaus, are also available. 695 
Rand Road, Hood River, OR 97031,503- 
386-4425. 

COLUMBIA WINDRIDER INN 

The Windrider is located convenient to 
restaurants and includes laundry, kitchen, 
private baths, and recreational facilities. 
A garage is available for windsurfing 
equipment. Daily, weekly, and monthly 
rates. 200 West 4th Street, The Dalles, 
OR 97058,503-296-2607. 

GORGE VIEW BED AND BREAK- 
FAST 

An inn with river and mm mtain viewc fi ill 
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f KERRTTS 

; 

a activewear 

tow 

408 Columbia St. Suite 222 

\ 

Hood River, OR 97031 
PHONE: (503) 386-4187 

4 , 

FAX: (503) 386-6076 

\ 
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• rounded safety noses • lateral woodie finbox 

• s-glass • reinforced heel area • EPS slalom race 
boards • manufactured in the gorge 

windance (503)386-2131 

Sailboards 108 hwy 35 hood river or 97031 
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■ Hi * 


6 d A pronounced 
taste for speed 
with a deep front 
draft... excellent 
behaviour in gusts 
and/or overpower¬ 
ing conditions... 
very good upwind 
abilities... easy 
handling... good 
quality mylar... one 
of the best quality/ 
price ratios on the 

market... 55 


From $ 1 97.00 
CLEARLY FASTER 






The Gun Sails™ and 
The Weather Channel < sni > 
are proud to announce, starting 
April 7th 1989, a weekly wind 
forecast every Friday evening, 
coast to coast, at 9:08 p.m. 
Eastern time. 

Sponsored by The Gun Sails 

and followed by a short video 
featuring the current models 
available from 

Northern Aquatic. 

For more information write to P.O. Box S20 
Cha*y, N.Y. 12921-0520. 
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' HOOD RIVER INN 

The only waterfront resort in the Gorge! 
’ 150 new rooms, piano bar, four restau- 
' rants, shopping, sailing, and a nightclub. 
’ Hood River Village, Hood River, OR 97051, 
* 503-386-2200. 


' THE INN AT THE DALLES 

' This 47-room inn has separate rooms 
’ available for nonsmokers and a heated 
’ pool, but no board rental. Single $28.62 
' per night, tax included; double $33.86 

* per night, tax included; four adults $39, 

* plus tax. 3550 SE Frontage Road, The 

* Dalles, OR 97058, 503-296-1167. 


breakfasts, and board storage. Private 
bedrooms or bunks are available. Gorge 
View is a place “run by boardsailors for 
boardsailors and friends." 1009 Colum¬ 
bia Street, Hood River, OR 97031, 503- 
386-5770. 

THE GRAND OLD HOUSE 

1860 Victorian Mansion Bed and Break¬ 
fast with seven delightful rooms. PO Box 
667, Highway 14, Bingen, WA 98605, 
509-493-2838. 


' HEAVY AIR GORGE 

* New waterfront accommodations with 

* kitchen facilities; only 30 seconds from 
' your bed to the beach! This riverfront 
’ resort, located close to Doug's Beach, 
’ offers unlimited use of fully rigged 

* Windsurfing Hawaii equipment, moun- 

* tain biking, private launch site, and beach- 
’ side hot tub. 6005 E. Rowena River Road, 
' The Dalles, OR 97058, 503-298-1513. 

’ For more information, contact WindRider 
' Travel Desk, 1-800-237-9445. 


INN OF THE WHITE SALMON 

There are 20 rooms available with special 
rates for extended stays. No boards to 
rent. $58 per night, plus tax, without 
breakfast; $88, plus tax, with breakfast. 
PO Box 1446, 172 Jewitt, White Salmon, 
WA 98672, 509-493-2335. 

LONE PINE MOTEL 

This 14-room motel has a beautiful view 
of Mt. Adams and is close to the river. 
There is also color cable TV for those 
tired of the scenery. Rooms start at $20 
per night, plus tax; cabin with room for six 
persons available. 2429 Cascade Ave¬ 
nue, Hood River, OR 97031, 503-386- 
2601. 



Shell be comin ' round the mountain 
when the comet, when the comet 
Shell be comin* round the mountain 
when the comet, when the comet y 


She'll be drloln * 6 hot thortboardt, 
the'll be drivln' 6 hot thortboardt, 
the'll be drivln'6 hot thortboardt 
when the comet, when the comet. 
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THE MERIDITH 

‘ The Meridith has 21 rooms and a great 
' view of the Gorge. Prices range from 
' $25.95 per night, plus tax, for one/two 
' persons, to $44.95 per night, plus tax, for 
' five persons.-4300 West Cliff Drive, Hood 
' River, OR 97031, 503-386-1515. 

' MR. BILL’S 

' Package rates are available at $475 per 
' person for double occupancy, and in- 
' eludes five days and nights lodging, 

' breakfast and lunch daily, and name- 
' brand equipment—Bruce Jones, North 
' sails, Alpha, Windsure, and Seatrend. 

‘ Transportation to sailing spots and guide 
' service is also included. Open from May 
' 1 to September 15. Ill Oak Street, Hood 

• River, OR 97031, 800-426-4981 or 503- 

• 386-6800. 

’ ORCHARD HILL INN 

■ With walking trails and Stair Step Falls in 
' the proximity for kayaking and fishing, 

' this inn offers three rooms inhouse, and 
' one bunkhouse. Two persons $48, plus 
' tax; one person $33, plus tax, price in- 
' eludes breakfast. No boards to rent. Rt 2, 

• Box 130, White Salmon, OR 98672,503- 

• 493-3024. 

- POMONA POINT 

• Deluxe waterfront rentals overlooking 

• Doug's Beach in Rowena. Prices start at 

• $600 per week for studio apartments. 

• Two-bedroom house available. Indoor 

• board storage. PO Box 1008, Hood River, 

• OR 97031,503-296-6866. 

' PRATER’S MOTEL 

• Seven rooms starting at $30 per night, 

• plus tax; five-person room also available. 

• 1306 Oak, Hood River, OR 97031, 503- 

• 386-3566. 

WILD WEST WINDSURFING 

■ These six two-bedroom units, that house 

■ up to four people, are the best location for 

• first-time Gorge visitors looking for some- 

• thing a little less crowded. Write c/o 2888 

• 30th, Boulder, CO 80301,303-444-7887. 

• WIND HAVEN LODGE 

• A lodge with great sailing location and a 

• cafe, Wind Haven offers seven fully-fur- 

• nished kitchen units, plus a fully-furnished 

• two-bedroom, two-bath house. (Exit 69,1- 

• 84) PO Box 451, Mosier, OR, 503-478- 

• WIND. 

' WINDSURFING THE GORGE VA- 

• CATIONS 

• These vacation packages, offered by Life 

• Cycles, include seven days' and six nights’ 

• accommodations, unlimited equipment 

• usage, instruction, and transportation. 
' $535 per person, double, $595 singles. 
' 122 East 2nd Street, The Dalles, OR 97058, 


Power Steering With a Twist 



• Sold with '89 Fleetwood 
and Neil Pryde Booms. 

• Fits boom 32 mil or 11/4" 
outside diameter with 
approx. 88 front end bend. 

• Easily installed (custom 
installation kits available) 

• Quiver discounts 
available 


Madd Mike’s Windsurfing 

54 Thayer Street, Boston MA 02118 

(617) 451-6181 


Cut rigging and derigging time and extend the lives of 
your mast and booms. One lever rids your rig of nasty 
inhaul torque while securing a tight connection...even 
lets you adjust boom 
height on the water. 


Reader Service 222 


i ~'~n 

ATTENTION 

DEALERS! 

Carry WindRider the magazine 
of boardsailing! Our package 
includes a minimum of 5 copies 
plus a free display rack, WindRider 
newsletter, free shipping, and 
boat show & regatta promotions. 
You may increase or decrease 
your order to match seasonal 
traffic. Take advantage of our 
dealer program today! 


Fbr pricing and information con¬ 
tact: WindRider Magazine, R0. 
Box 2456, Winter Park, FL 32790 
(407) 628-4802 


GUESS WHAT 

High Performance 
Custom Sailboards 



Hand Crafted 

By Joe Bauguess 

400 N. Second St., #8 
Hood River, Oregon 97031 
(503) 386-4737 

Send$3.00 For Large Fluorescer\\ 




























































Da Kina Hawaii, Inc. 
811 West Kuiaha Road 


Da Kine Hood River 

408 Columbia Street, 300 East 


Murray's Marine 
6389 B Rose Lane 
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illing out a board quiver 
usually happens in the fol¬ 
lowing order. A sailor buys an 
entry-level board, a funboard, a 
slalom board, a giant slalom 
board, a high-wind slalom board, 
and then finallv. a course board. 


BY TOM JAMES 


; 



































' Ironically, though, the course board, 

• (a.k.a. race board) is the only board that 
’ can do everything its predecessors can. 

' In other words, race boards aren't just for 
' racing. 

' Let's be serious. I'm not going to tell 
' you how great these boards are for eve- 
' rything. After all, these boards are usually 
' expensive, fragile, not great for freestyle, 

' and somewhat clumsy in turns. Entry- 
' level boards are better for learning, giant 
' slalom boards will plane up quicker, and 
' the new slalom-course boards may soon 
■ start beating these 12-footers all over the 
' place. 

But if you're reading this, you want to 
' race—this year—and you want to do it 

• whether you’re just beating your friend to 

• the channel marker or leading a pack of 

• sailors around a course. So, in order to 

• really test the boards the way they should 
be tested, we raced them, and then we 
r aced them some more. Head-to-head, 
)oard versus board, in light winds, high 
winds, upwind, off the wind, using heavy- ■ 
weights, lightweights—you name it, we ■ 

• did it. If there were going to be a best ■ 

• board on the race course this season, we • 

• were out to find it. 

Needless to say, we were stoked doing * 

• it. For their 1989 models, most compa- • 

• nies put hundreds of thousands of dollars • 

• into the research and development of hot • 

• new shapes, and are going full force into 

• production with their course board lines 

• with the best materials available. The 

• course board market is getting much 

• more competitive. After all, production 

• racing is going well, and there is a new- 

• found interest in course board sailing. If 

• a company's flagship course board isn t 

• worth racing, it reflects poorly on the 

• whole line. 

i Thimimr ma havp nfiW MV rse board 
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' When we put these up against the proven 
' two Alphas and the Fanatic, we found 
' ourselves looking at some serious boards. 

' In fact, what's amazing is that all of these 
' boards are competitive. On a given day. 

' any of these seven boards could win a 
' race over the others. No longer will one 
' board dominate the year's production 
' racing. Course boards have finally 
' reached the equilibrium that is found in 
' the slalom board and other categories. 

Since these boards are made to be 
' raced, we instituted a new technique 
' specifically for testing them most accu- 
' rately. Our test team consisted of two 
' pairs of sailors who were relatively the 
' same in weight and ability. Eachindivid- 

• ual pair took two boards out, sailed up- 

• wind side by side, and noted the perform- 

• ance relative to each other. Then, the 

• sailors put their rigs on each other's 

• boards, and went through the process 

• again. If the same board v/as consistently 

• ahead of the other, we reasoned that it 

• was faster in these wind conditions for a ' 

• sailor of that weight. 

Naturally, we ensured that one board ■ 
■ wasnotjustpointinghigherthantheother. • 
If a board could make better time to the ■ 
mark by pointing rather than footing, we ■ 
tested that, too. Most funboards and ■ 
course boards are better to windward by ■ 
not pinching, but we found that a couple ■ 
of this year's boards liked holding a higher • 
point of sail. 

In any case, we worked the boards • 
upwind until we were sure we had a 
winner. This procedure was repeated with • 
a variety of groups of boards. Some 
match-ups we could figure out by simple 
transitive reasoning. If board “A" beats 
board “B,” and board “B” beats board • 
“C," then board “A" can beat board "C. 
But if we had doubts about any two, we • 


Length: 12'4.25' 
Width: 25' 

Volume: 244.7 
liters 

Weight: 35.3 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 504.3 
pounds Salt: 519.4 
pounds 

Stiffness: 136.9 
pounds for 3/8’ 
deflection 
Impact Resistance: | 
3,354.2 psi 
Displacement: .75" 
Construction: 
Superlight closed¬ 
cell EPS foam core, 
unique Carbon D/S- 
glass, epoxy/ 
mineral stringer, 

Water Rat mast 
track 

Bottom Shape: Tri- 1 
concave to quad- 
concave 
Warranty: One 

year 

Price: $1,595 


. .4 ron (hom orniinrt 


Sailing off the wind was much easier— 
almost like a game of follow-the-leader. 
Racers know that a slower board can hold 
off a faster one on the reaches. The 
leeward board can usually pinch up and 
maintain an edge on a windward board 
unless the windward board has superior 
speed. Passing to leeward is even harder. 
Going downwind for the pass puts the 
racer in the dangerous position of sailing 
into the wind shadow of the windward 
sail. The only way to gain positions on the 
reaches is through vastly superior speed. 

What all this means is that speed on 
the reaches is critical. So we chased 
each other back downwind, seeing which 
board was faster, switching, checking 
results, and wishing all races could be as 
much fun. Then we could run another set 
back-up. 

Using these methods of testing, we 
were able to ascertain a relative perform¬ 
ance order between the seven boards. 
We are confident that our results will be 
proven in planing-condition races this 
year. Naturally, in between running the 
boards up and down the Intracoastal at 
Jensen Beach, Florida, we also felt the 
boards out for their jibing ability, compo¬ 
nentry, and general sailability. These 
findings are expressed within the board's 
review, while our speed rankings are put 
in a chart in the summary; tflnoB 
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ALPHA 195 


MISTRAL ONE-DESIGN 


Length: 12* 2" 
Width: 25- 
Volume: 2187 liters 
Weight: 367 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 445.6 
pounds Salt: 459.0 
pounds 

Stiffness: 145.5 
pounds for 3/8" 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 

5,935 psi. 
Displacement: .95' 
Construction: 
Patented LCS lami¬ 
nate system with 
carbon stringers and 
lightweight closed¬ 
cell core 
Bottom Shape: 
Triple-concave in 
bow with quadro- 
concave tail 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $1,595 


Length: 12’ 2.5* 
Width: 25.5' 
Volume: 198.1 
liters 

Weight: 34.5 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 402.3 
pounds Salt: 414.4 
pounds 

Stiffness: 86.4 
pounds for 3/8’ 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 
3,136 psi. 
Displacement: 71" 
Construction: 

Alpha Epoxy-TriTec 
Bottom Shape: 
Triple-concave 
Warranty: Two 
year, limited 
Price: $1,495 


ALPHA 220PR 


Length: 12’ 2.75" 
Width: 26- 
Volume: 233.6 
liters 

Weight: 38.1 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh : 476.9 
pounds Salt: 491.3 
pounds 

Stiffness: 86.4 
pounds for 3/8- 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 

3,136.81 psi. 
Displacement: .71' 

Construction: 

Alpha Epoxy-Tritec 
Bottom Shape: 
Triple-concave to 
flat bottom with 
speed step 
Warranty: Two 
year, limited 
Price: $1,495 



FANATIC ULTRA CAT 


Length: 12'2.75* 
Width: 25.5' 
Volume: 211.2 
liters 

Weight: 31.2 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 434.5 
pounds Salt: 447.6 
pounds 

Stiffness: 94.6 
pounds for 3/8* 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 

2,734.9 psi. 
Displacement: .70* 
Construction: 
Fanatic Ultra 
Carbon, light EPS 
foam core, unidirec¬ 
tional glassfiber 
cloth, multiaxial 
glassfiber material 
with carbon 
reinforcement, 
Fanatic compound 
resin, polycarbonate 
outer skin 
Bottom Shape: 
Double-concave to 
flat tail 

Warranty: One 

year, limited 
Price: $1,495 





BIC BAMBA 


Length: 12* 2.5- 
Width: 26- 
Volume: 234.5 
liters 

Weight: 41.9 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh : 477.4 
pounds Salt: 491.7 
pounds 

Stiffness: 120.9 
pounds for 3/8' 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 

4,858 psi. 

Displacement .68- 

Construction: 

ACEtec carbon/ 
Kevlar 

Bottom Shape: 

Quadro-concave. 
Tulip 

Warranty: One 

year 

Price: $1,299 


TIGA RACING 


Length: 12* 4" 
Width: 25.5- 
Volume: 229.5 
liters 

Weight: 31.5 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 474.6. 
pounds Salt: 488.8 
pounds 

Stiffness: 175.9 
pounds for 3/8" 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 

2,4827 psi. 
Displacement: .58’ 

Construction: 
Structural Carbon 
Compound (SCC): 
EPS core wrapped 
with glass and 
carbon fiber with 
resin and ASA skin 
Bottom Shape: 
Quintuple concaves 
with spoon effect 
Warranty: One 
year 

Price: $1,299 
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___ _ . cruses through chop without any shud- 

£ _T. ^„ : .rr re 5 ~ a,c * " ce ' : '9 2 nd generafy just eats up any- 
1. 'Zl r?S- : ‘ a ~ . ^'9 cr. its way to the windward mark. 

”” rri ^' r ^ The components work uncharacteris- 

' tea. y we' for a bead in its first year of 
' production. We all felt that the compo- 
‘ nents worked smooth:/, with the round 

* mast track pecal especially nice to oper- 

* ate. Fne daggerboard isn't exposed at all 
' on the deck of the beard when fully re- 
‘ tractsd. another feature we appreciated. 

' There is never a problem with stepping on 
’ the back cf the blade. Abo, the non-skid 


gerboard knob is toe r.=-___ _11_ 

i cn the foot cf the sail, and we had profc 
e~s :r. : - = cagge'oca*ogas-ret'a " 0 : 
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; SUMMARY: 

Overall, this is s hot race board, be 
cause it’s so dominant upwind. In cow- 
ered conditions, all of the testers believe 
. this will be one of the fastest beards 
around a race course. Components are 
good to excellent and the finish is fiaw- 
less. It’s definitely a board for serious 
racers, and we don’t recommend it for 
recreational sailors looking for something 
easy to cruise around on. 
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* WHAT WE DI0N7 LIKE: 

Fn s boa-d has good speed on the 
" reaches, but when it hits a lull, it drops off 
’ quickly. To have competitive speed off 
’ the wind, this board needs to be fully 

* powered, but due to its thickness, it 

* becomes a little difficult to control in 
’ overpowered conditions. It s not too 
' quick to plane, nor does it accelerate 
’ well—mostly due to its narrow width. 

’ We also'found it somewhat tricky to 


we aiso iouiiu u sums."— , 

’ sail. Its narrow yet boxy shape rna ^es 



WtHdFMiuw: 

a? rest 


a problem jibing dm. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 12 ’ 4.25’ 

Width: 25’ 

Volume: 244.7 liters 

Weight: 35 3 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh 504.3 pounds 

Sa.Y 519 4 pounds 

Stiffness: 136 9 pounds fo'SB’ 

deflection 

Impact Resistance: 3.354 2 psi 
Displacement- ,75' 

Construction: SupeTght ctosed<e!i 
EPS loam core, unique carbon US-g ass, 
epovy.'mmerai stringer, Water Rat mas; 
track 

Shape: Tn-concave to quad- 

concave 

Warranty: One tear 

























U ^-1 he Alpha 195 is made especially 
for professional regatta sailors 
and ambitious windsurfers. It 
performs best in the 16- to 33-knot 
wind range, where acceleration and high 
speed potential can be achieved on 
broad reach and beam reach courses. 
The footstraps on the Alpha 195 are ar¬ 
ranged in pairs in the stern area and offer 
the chance to sail the board over the 
leeward edge. In addition, the 195 has an 
extra-long aluminum mast track and a 
large, stiff, wooden regatta daggerboard. 
OUR COMMENTS: 

If we were movie critics, we would call 
Alpha a sleeper. The company's boards 
are always impressive, yet they don't get 
a lot of exposure in this country due to the 
lack of a visible team. However, Alpha is 
a big deal in Europe. Most course 
boards, it seems, are built for men—big 
men. But Alpha is a company that obvi¬ 
ously recognizes that smaller men and 
women also like to race, and for them, 
there is the 195 Pro Race. 

Easily the smallest board in the test, 
most people would look at this Alpha as a 
high-wind course board, but our tests 
show that it’s both a high-wind board for 
heavy sailors, and a good all-around 
board for lightweights. 

It is narrow throughout, with an ex¬ 
tremely domed deck in the tail area. Its ■ 
rails are very hard, straight, and sharp. 
The bottom is a simple triple-concave into 
vee. Unfortunately, the 195 did not test 
too well in the lab. It's not very stiff, and is 
fairly heavy for its volume. 

WHAT WE LIKED: 

This board is a lot of fun. It's super 
smooth and we unanimously loved how it 
jibed. On a powered reach, the board is 
fast and, not surprisingly, responds well 
to foot steering. It is amazingly smooth off 
the wind, and the nose is scooped 
enough to keep from purling, even in big 
chop. We were surprised at how easily 
this board gets on .a plane and glides 


OARRELL JONES 
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Best Features: 

Ease of sailing 
High-wind control 

Worst Features: 

’Upwind ability 
Stiffness throunh 


through the light spots. It had an excel- • 
lent wind range, and could handle the • 
highest winds of any board in the test. In • 
consistent, high-wind conditions, we feel • 
this board is competitive—especially on • 
a reach- and jibe-oriented course. 

Incredibly, the 195 is very easy to sail. • 
Despite the fact that it's narrow, boxy, and • 
heavy-domed, this board is stable and • 
comfortable on all points of sail. We feel • 
the strap placement is responsible for • 
this. It's perfect—there are always straps ■ 
where we need them. The beating straps • 
are set far back and are good for high • 
winds, but still easy to get into because • 
the mast track extends so far back. 

We all like the laminated wood dag- • 
gerboard. It has a good-looking foil and • 
is fairly stiff. This board's non-skid is • 
excellent, and you can easily sail it out of • 
the straps, which is nice during starts and • 
in light wind. 

WHAT WE DIDN’T LIKE: 

There isn't a whole lot wrong with the • 
195, but for a small board, it's extremely • 
heavy. Unfortunately, this weight is not a • 
result of Alpha's “beefing the board up,” • 
because we all noticed an unusual • 
amount of vibration as the board cut • 
through chop going upwind. This vibra- • 
tion also slowed the board considerably • 
while beating in moderate conditions. 

We also found it somewhat difficult to • 
rail up and lock into a heeling angle going • 
upwind. It just doesn't want to point up • 
high. One reason is that the daggerboard ■ 
“swims" in the box and would need to be ■ 
shimmed to work best, even though there 
is an adjustment to tension the blade. 

Off the wind, we had a little difficulty 


tracted, some water gets through the 
gasket at high speeds. 

SUMMARY: 

Even though our testers, who range 
from 150 to 200 pounds, do not feel this 
board is raceable in conditions under 20 
knots, we all agree that it's among the 
most fun boards in the group. It turns like 
a slalom board and is fairly easy to sail. 
However, for women and lightweights, 
this is probably the best course board in 
the group. It has enough flotation in light 
winds, and would be the most control¬ 
lable in good planing conditions. 

We're a little worried about the durabil¬ 
ity of this board. It seems to ding easily in 
the field, although the lab tests show its 
ding resistance to be average. However, 
Alpha offers a two-year warranty, so the 
company must have a good deal of con¬ 
fidence in its product. 

For sailors under 150 pounds, we en¬ 
thusiastically recommend the 195. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 12' 2.5- 
Width: 25.5’ 

Volume: 198.1 liters 

Weight: 34.5 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 402.3 pounds 

Salt: 414.4 pounds 

Stiffness: 86.4 pounds for 3/8* 

deflection 

Impact Resistance: 3,136 psi. 
Displacement: .71’ 

Construction: Alpha Epoxy-TriTec 
Bottom Shape: Triple-concave 
Warranty: Two-year limited 
Price: $1,495 
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MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 
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■I he Alpha 220PR i s the leader in 
f international Fun Cup regattas. It 
performs best in winds between 

U seven to 21 knots, where it can 
plane remarkably fast. Sailing upwind, 
the board is unbeatable with its high boxy 
rails, sharp edges from bow to stern, and 
large, stiff, wood regatta daggerboard. 
Acceleration and control are almost 
guaranteed at high speeds because of 
the 220PR's flat-bottomed stern and 
speedstraps. The Alpha 220PR is the 
perfect board for all regatta sailors and 
those reaching for new h eights of per¬ 
formance. 

OUR COMMENTS: 

The Alpha 220PR is a full-volume 
course board. While it doesn’t have much 
of a reputation here in the US, this is the 
board the entire Norwegian team was 
sailing at the Worlds this winter. 

Its design comes from the era of boxier 
and sharper rails, and AJpha does an 
excellent job with this type of finishing. 
The 220PR is very thick a nd wide in the 
bow and it has a straight triple-concave 
running the entire length of the hull. 
Generally, the lines of the 220PR are very 
straight, giving it a very racy look. 

In the lab. the 220PR's construction 
seemed average. Its ding resistance is 
fairly good, but its weight is too high and 
its stiffness rating is too lo-w. 

WHAT WE LIKED: 

With its thick hard rails and straight 
lines, it's no wonder that the Alpha 220PR 
performs very well upwind. Our heavy¬ 
weights especially liked th is board going 
upwind. The extra volume in the nose 
allows the rider to carry a large sail easily, 
without worrying about burying the bow in 
chop. All our testers feel that the board 
locks into a good line going upwind. It’s ' 
easy to heel over, and the daggerboard ' 
and sharp rails combine to get the Alpha ' 

220PR railed up quickly in light winds. ’ 
The board has a high-performance ‘ 
feel going through the chop, and the deck ' 


Best Features: 

Ease'of sailing 
Speed upwind 


Wor$t Feature: 

Weight 


DARRELL JONES 


‘ traction is excellent, making it easy to 
control This board could easily be the 
first to the mark in a wide range of wind 
' and water conditions. 

Off the wind, we found the Alpha 
' 220PR to be better than average, and 
' fairly impressive for its large size It 
' carries through lulls fairly well and the 
' reaching straps are well set. Jibes are 
' fair, but easier to accomplish on this 
‘ board than on some boards of this size. 

’ Overall, the finish work is excellent and 
' we also like the componentry on this 
’ Alpha. The mast track slides very well 
' and the daggerboard is easy to operate. 

' The Alpha's deck shape and traction are 
’ superb. 

The stability of this board is excellent. 

’ It sits flat on the water, and is wide enough 
' to easily walk around and uphaul. 

WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: 

Almost everything about this board is 
above average, but there are a few prob¬ 
lems. First, the beating straps are set too 
far forward. Luckily, the deck shape and ' 
traction still allowed us to get comfortable ' 
sailing upwind, but if the beating strap ' 
were even with the back of the dagger- ' 
board, it would be much better. 

The mast track is unusually short and ' 
we couldn't get it as far back as we would ' 
have liked. The daggerboard also has a ' 
small problem. It doesn't fit tightly ' 

mh in the hnx and wobbles around a ' 


little too much. At top speed on the 
' reaches, we found this board somewhat 
cumbersome going over chop. There is 
so much volume and weight in the nose of 
this board that it feels like a barge. It's not 
that it was slow, just bouncy. 

SUMMARY: 

Nothing is too outrageous about this 
board, but it is competitive Most notably, 
we feel heavyweights could really make 
this board do well on an upwind-oriented 
course. It's also excellent for non-racers 
looking for a comfortable, big board. It’s 
very stable and easy to sail, and we 
recommend it for sailors of any level. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 12'2.75' 

Width: 26- 

Volume: 233.6 liters 

Weight: 38.1 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 476.9 pounds 

Salt: 491.3. pounds 

Stiffness: 86.4 pounds for 318' deflection 
Impact Resistance: 3.136.81 psi. 
Displacement: .71- 
Construction: Alpha Epoxy-Tritec 
Bottom Shape: Triple-concave to flat bot¬ 
tom with speed step 
Warranty: Two-year, limited 
Price: $1,495 


ALPHA 
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MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 
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Speed Slalom 


AILS 


- - - 


Course Race 
Size Price 

5.8 296. 
6.4 336. 
7.0 366. 
8.0 396. 


Radical Speedfoil 
Size Price 

4.4 268. 

4.9 298. 

5.4 338. 


Northern Aquatic, P.O. Box 5 
Chazy, NY. 12921-0520 

(your gun TaTlT order fc 

1 Model 

Size 

Pric*. 

1 



1 

1 

"1 


1- 

1 



! Shippinq 


$12.00 

—- 

! Total 


$ 


I Name: _ 
I Address:. 


City: _ 
State:. 
Tel.: _ 


| ChequeQ Visa.'D, orM.C.:[ 
I Card tt :_ 


j Expiry date:. 


^Signature: 


RAF Wavefoil 
Size Boom Mast Price 


3.7 

4'4" 

14'3" 225. 

4.2 

4'8 M 

149” 245. 

4.7 

5'0" 

154" 265. 

5.2 

5*5" 

15'8" 285. 

5.7 

58" 

160" 305, 

6.5 

64" 

16'9" 325 


Factory Direct... ■ German engineering & design... 

; strength |250g| profiled mast sleeve... «Luff & edge panels 195g Mylar... 

Monofilm: 175g Teijeen K-Film... ■ Extruded battens... ■ Convertible dual battens (RAF Wave- 
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• MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

’ t _J he Bic Bamba is a replica of 
Stephan van den Berg’s PBA 
World Tour course board. Its 

• LJ thick, boxy rails and quadro-con- 

• cave hull provide excellent upwind abil- 

• ity, speed on reaches, and overall direc- 

• tional stability. A subtle rocker pattern 

• combined with 240 liters of volume offer 

• early planing and quick acceleration in 

• lighter winds. Manufactured in ACEtec, 

• the Bic Bamba offers excellent stiffness 

• and strength; it’s been designed to per- 

• form in a wide range of wind conditions on 

• all points of sail. 

• OUR COMMENTS: 

Bic’s first true entry into the serious 

• course board market has been long 

• awaited. The company’s van den Berg 

• custom shapes have been very competi- 

• tive on the World Cup, and now, with the 

• top-notch componentry and construction 

• of Bic's production boards, everything 

• the company produces is a serious con- 

• tender. 

This particular production board has 
already proven itself—Stephan van den 

• Berg used it to win the first production 

• race of the season in the Bahamas. 

The Bamba is an interesting-looking 

• board. It's very wide and stable and has 

• the stepped deck that is typically found 

• throughout the Bic line. Rails are full 

• throughout, but do not have the razor- ■ 

• sharp edges of some course boards. ■ 

• Finally, the bottom is a tapering quad- * 

• concave. 

Bic boards are usually quite light, but * 

• the Bamba is an exception. At 40 • 

• pounds, it’s just too heavy, and we can * 

• only say (hat perhaps it’s overbuilt, since • 

• its stiffness is good and its impact resis- • 

• tance is quite high. 

• WHAT WE LIKED: 

The all-around sailability of this board • 

• is probably its strongest point. This board • 
is easy to sail and rather fast, especially • 
upwind. It’s a super-stable board—even * 
for our heavyweights when they were • 


DARRELL JONES 


BIC BAMBA 

Best Features: 

Worst Features: 

Stability 

Acceleration 

l i infirm! 

nnirknftss to Plane 


' using a big sail. Surprisingly, though, we 
' found that the board also excelled on 
' transitions. It's the easiest board to tack 
' in the group, which could play a major 
' role in winning races on shifty courses. 

' The Bamba spins around more like a one- 
' design than a course board, and the big, 

' flat nose is easy to walk around, even in 
' chop. 

It's also a nice jiber. At both high and 
' low speeds, it's easy to carve planing 
‘ jibes. Our heavyweights could jibe it 
' better than the lighter sailors, but for a 
' board this big, we all found that when 
’ standing back on it, it’s possible to make 
' the tightest of turns. 

One of the features that makes this 
' board so easy to sail is the perfect foot- 
' strap placement. It has both front and 
' back foot beating straps, providing the 
' rider with good control upwind, in both 
' light and heavy conditions. In highly- 
' powered conditions, this board is a 
‘ competitive racer. It goes pretty well 
' through the chop and has a lot of momen- 
' turn when sailing upwind. 

WHAT WE DIDN’T LIKE: 

It's hard to get too excited about this ' 
board because it's so heavy. As Newton 
noted hundreds of years ago, “Accelera¬ 
tion = Force Over Mass,” and with this 
much mass, the board doesn't have 
much acceleration, regardless of the 
force. If it could lose five pounds, the ' 
Bamba would be hot, but at this weight, 
it’s only average. 

We found this board especially sensitive ' 
to lulls. As soon as the wind drops a ' 
couple of knots, this board falls off its 
plane. Unfortunately, it wasn’t quick to ' 
plane, either. The high volume of this ' 


ance. 

We had some problems with the com¬ 
ponents. The deck was slippery—espe¬ 
cially around the graphics. The mast 
track worked fairly well, but we felt it could 
be a few inches longer, to give the board 
better windward performance. We 
thought the knob on the daggerboard 
should've been bigger as the blade was 
hard to reposition. 

SUMMARY: 

While there is nothing especially 
wrong with this board, other than its 
weight, it's not a good light-air board. 
Instead, it's a heavy-wind board, even 
with its extra volume. We believe that it 
would be raceable in very steady winds, 
which are necessary to keep it on a plane 
throughout the course. Otherwise, we're 
forced to look at the Bamba as a recrea¬ 
tional board. It’s very stable and easy to 
sail and we would easily recommend it to 
any racer if it were only lighter. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 12'2.5' 

Width: 26- 

Volume: 234.5 liters 

Weight: 41.9 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 477.4 pounds 

Salt: 491.7 pounds 

Stiffness: 120.9 pounds for 3/8- 

deflection 

Impact Resistance: 4,858 psi. 
Displacement: .68" 

Construction: ACEtec, carbon/Kevlar 
Bottom Shape: Quadro-concave, tulip 

Warranty: One year 
Price: $1,299 


BAMBA 
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MISTRAL 

ONE-DESIGN 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

L A he all-new 1989 One-Design has 
been designed to race into the 

I 1990s at the head of the pack. Its 

J new shape sets even higher stan¬ 
dards for production race boards. Vastly 
improved upwind and light-air perform¬ 
ance has been achieved without curtail¬ 
ing its World Cup high-wind speed. Its 
new track, mast foot system, clamp-on 
boom, carbon two-piece mast, and 
monofilm race sail are included. 

OUR COMMENTS: 

Mistral has been involved in some 
serious R & D for the past four years, 
working on a design that had the perform¬ 
ance to replace both the old Equipe as 
well as their One-Design. The Equipe and 
One-Design are identical in shape, but 
the Equipe is five to seven pounds lighter 
and features carbon reinforcement. The 
bottom shape is now tri-to-quad, and the 
rails are a little more rounded. (Inciden¬ 
tally, although we tested the One-Design, 
the new Equipe should share its hot per¬ 
formance.) 

The One-Design is wider throughout 
and the 1988's winged tail has been 
replaced with a very subtle bump on the 
raii farther forward. This exemplifies a 
trend we have noticed in the newest 
course boards. The bump essentially 
divides the board into two parts for its two 
functions. Forward of the bump, the rails 
are straight and parallel for pointing; 
behind the bump there’s a curvy outline 
for reaching speeds and turning. 

This board is really heavy, especially 
considering its relatively low volume. 
However, the Mistral is very tough. It has 
the best impact resistance in the board 
tests by far, and also showed excellent 
skin elasticity in the ding displacement 
department. 

WHAT WE LIKED: 

Almost everything! This board has 
good all-around performance. Upwind it 
is smooth, easy to sail, and fast. It has a 
nice, stiff feel cutting through chop, and 


mistral n 

NE-DESIGN 

Best Features: 

All-around stability 
Componentry 

Worst Features: 

None 
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across the entire wind range, we feel it is 
competitive. Based on our experience 
with this board in light air, we found the 
One-Design to sail best upwind with the 
track a notch or two back from the front. In 
this position, we were able to use both 
pointing straps with ease. 

In fully powered conditions, we ran the 
track all the way forward and then also 
used the pointing straps. In fact, all 
testers commented that the complete 
array of straps is useful, even though the 
One-Design has 10 of them. The double 
strap on the back feels great along with 
the heavy dome in the tail. 

Off the wind the One-Design is also 
comfortably fast in fully-powered condi¬ 
tions. The mast track is very long and by 
moving it all the way back, you can get a 
lot of the board out of the water to en¬ 
hance its speed. The One-Design is one 
of the few boards that feels good to both 
heavyweights and lighter sailors. Even 
though there is plenty of volume, the tail is 
pulled in enough to make control no prob¬ 
lem. 

What can't be overlooked when dis¬ 
cussing Mistral is the general excellence 
of the company's componentry. The 
daggerboard works perfectly, the track 
slides great, it has an easy-to-press 
pedal, and it even has numbers along the 
side for reference. 

WHAT WE DIDN’T LIKE: 

We really have to dig deep and pick to 
find things to complain about. One prob¬ 
lem all the testers experienced was that 
while pointing, the board would make our 
feet cramp up, most likely due to the lack 
of “dome" near the rail of the board. The 
rails just drop off at 90 degrees, making 
thp Qflilnr adnnt a somewhat uncomfort- 


weights feel the board isn’t too quick to 
plane in marginal conditions, and the 
whole group feels the board jibes a little 
hesitantly. Also, the daggerboard sticks 
out above the deck too far back. We often 
found ourselves stepping on it on the 
reaches. 

For light air, the board could use a 
bigger daggerboard and the mast track 
pedal has a small flaw. It has no locking 
mechanism to ensure it stays in the up 
position. None of these problems are 
anything we couldn’t live with, however. 
SUMMARY: 

We are confident that anyone would 
be happy to own the new One-Design. It 
is one of the best all-around boards 
where construction, performance, and 
componentry are concerned. The board 
is comfortable and easy enough to sail for 
recreational sailors to have fun on it, and 
is competitive enough in all conditions to 
win races. We really enjoyed this board. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 12’2" 

Width: 25- 

Volume: 218.7 liters 

Weight: 36.7 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 445.6 pounds 

Salt: 459.0 pounds 

Stiffness: 1 45.5 pounds for 3/8' deflection 
Impact Resistance: 5,935 psi. 
Displacement: .95- 

Construction: Patented LCS laminate 
system with carbon stringers and light¬ 
weight closed-cell core 
Bottom Shape: Triple-concave in bow 
with quadro-concave tail 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $1,595 
























ULTRA CAT 


MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

ne of the most successful race- 
boards of the 1988 season, the 
I Fanatic Ultra Cat is lighter and 
stiffer in 1989. At 29 pounds, this 
competition-tested "race machine" con¬ 
tinues to be the one to beat The Ultra Cat 
comes fully equipped with Fanatic’s 
state-of-the-art carbon pre-preg/com- 
posite-laminated competition center- 
board, hand-finished carbon race fin, 
and ultra-comfortable footstraps. 

OUR COMMENTS: 

Amazingly, the ultra-competitive Ultra 
Cat has been in production for three 
years and is still going strong, thanks to 
minor changes and refinements made 
each year to keep the board current. This 
year the board’s weight has been re¬ 
duced by a couple of pounds and it's 
stiffer. While these improvements may 
not sound as impressive as changing the 
outline or bottom shape, weight and stiff¬ 
ness are critical factors in boards this 
.arge. 

Looking at the Ultra Cat, you’d never 
suspect it’s so competitive. Its bottom 
shape, a simple double-concave, is fairly 
dated, since most current boards on the 
World Cup have triples, quads, or quints. 
Its rails are soft and tucked, which, again, • 
is not the norm for current competitive * 
boards. But this board's performance is * 
good despite its age, and this, combined • 
with perfect components, allows the Cat • 
to remain one of our favorites. 

One of the reasons for its success is its • 
lightweight. The Cat is the lightest of all - 
the course boards in this year's test, but • 
its stiffness and impact resistance suffer • 
as a result. 

WHAT WE LIKED: 

Comfort is the key word here. All of our • 
testers feel the Ultra Cat is a board you • 
can hop on straight out of the shop and • 
sail as though you’ve been on it for years. 
The rails are tucked and don’t hang up in 
chop, and the componentry is impec 


easily. The daggerboard can be posi¬ 
tioned firmly, yet moves easily, and is a 
pleasure to deal with Furthermore, this 
board is quick upwind, has excellent 
acceleration due to its light weight, and is 
controllable in very high winds. Jibes are 
great—like a slalom board—tacks are 
easy, and the board is stable. 

Sailing smoothly upwind is this 
board’s forte—it locks into a steady 
groove and maintains a comfortable 
heeling angle with little or no tendency to 
buck its rider. The Ultra Cat excels in light 
winds. It has a great daggerboard and 
the veed bow allows the board to sail 
smoothly even in the most marginal con¬ 
ditions, which is unusual for course 
boards. 

When gusts do hit, the Cat leaps to a 
plane and stays there. We would label 
' this a light-air board, but it handles the 

* heavy stuff well, too, leading us to believe 

* that the Ultra Cat has one of the widest 
' wind ranges of any board on the market. 

‘ WHAT WE DIDN’T LIKE: 

We don't have much to complain 

* about, but the Ultra Cat is less than stellar 
’ in a few areas. Even though it’s easy to 
" sail upwind, it’s not too stiff through the 
’ chop, and it vibrates over turbulence (like 

* a boat wake). Even though the Cat has 

* great acceleration, its off-the-wind speed 
' is hot too good. It reaches its top-end too 

* early and wouldn't be too difficult to pass 
' on the reaches. 


Also, two of our testers had problems 
cable. The mast track slides incredibly • with the daggerboard's slipping down on 

the reaches, and we all noticed that water 
shot through the daggerboard well, but 
we believe these problems could easily 
be fixed by Fanatic, if they close the small 
nan in the aasket. 


FANATIC l 

LTflA CAT 

Best Features: 

Ease of sailing 

Worst Features: 

Strap placement 
Nnn-skiri 
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improved with the addition of Velcro 
wraps, so they rarely come undone, but 
they aren't completely secure and may 
pop at critical times All the testers would 
like to see one set of reaching straps 
placed between the two existing sets. 
The front set is too far forward, and the 
back set is too far back. The non-skid on 
the deck could use improvement, and we 
recommend the sailor wear booties. 
SUMMARY: 

The Ultra Cat is a “user-friendly" 
course board Even though it's still very 
competitive on the race course, it has a 
wide user range—from recreational to 
racer. The board has relatively low vol¬ 
ume for a course board, so it's easily 
controlled by lightweight sailors. And, 
due to its light weight, it gets the heavy¬ 
weights up on a plane as quickly as any 
of the boards We believe that anyone 
would be happy with the Ultra Cat be¬ 
cause it's simply an excellent all-around 
package. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 12'2.75" 

Width: 25.5’ 

Volume: 211.2 liters 

Weight: 31.2 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 434.5 pounds 

Salt: 447.6 pounds 

Stiffness: 94.6 pounds for 3/8* deflection 
Impact Resistance: 2,734.9 psi. 
Displacement: .70’ 

Construction: Fanatic Ultra Carbon, light 
EPS foam core, unidirectional glassfiber 
cloth, multiaxial glassfiber material with 
carbon reinforcement, Fanatic compound 
resin, polycarbonate outer skin 
Bottom Shape: Double-concave to flat tail 
Warranty: One year, limited 
Price: $1,495 


FANATIC 



































Gruen: the sport watch 
set for adventure. 


work as well as play—the richly-colored 
case shields a serious Japanese quartz 
movement. Heavy strap is extra-long for 

wear over a wet 


Cruetu The notch to dins for. 
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TIGA RACING 


MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 


i i he lines of the Tiga racing board 
reflect the lines of the board 
I Anders Bringdal used when he 

LJ finished first in the 1988PBATour, 
this was the board that won the San 
Francisco course race event with a time 
of three minutes and 38 seconds' The 
Tiga Racing was designed to plane in 
nine knots and has a wind range of well 
into 20 knots 
OUR COMMENTS: 

Tiga has the good fortune to have 
Hughes de Turkheim as their shaper. His 
shapes have had great success on the 
World Cup over the past few years, but 
this is the first year that Tiga’s race board 
really reflects its custom boards’ phe¬ 
nomenal performances. 

There are all sorts of things going on in 
the bottom of this board. It’s a tri-concave 
with planing rails going back to flat to a 
spiral vee Up front, this board has the de 
Turkheim “spoon effect” steps, which are 
unique to Tiga boards. These prevent the 
nose from sticking while going through 
the chop The board’s outline is much 
more standard, but the componentry is ' 
unusual. ] 

Tiga manufacturers the only board 
that uses a drop-through skeg box. This 
means that standard fins cannot be used, 
but those like the ones used by the 
world's top racers in their course boards 
can be. The daggerboard also incorpo¬ 
rates a unique feature called a kicker. Its 
purpose is to help push the daggerboard 
down. All of these features make the Tiga ’ 
the most unique board in the test. 

This board has a very performance- ’ 
oriented construction. It's very light for its * 
volume and super stiff, with the second- ’ 
highest rating in the test. Its impact ‘ 
resistance is very low, however, which is 
often the case with boards oriented to¬ 
ward top-notch performance. ’ 

WHAT WE LIKED: 

Performance. Simply put, this board # 
flies around a race course. Upwind, it's , 
auite capable of competing with almost . 
anvthing We loved the placement of the . 
nnintina straps, and were all happy with . 


Best Features: 

ihilifif 


Worst Features: 

Prototype compo- 
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• the way the rails felt under our feet. This 

• board planed up onto a good heeling 

• angle in very light winds, and was smooth 

• and comfortable beating throughout the 

• wind range. Tacks were also smooth and 

• fast. 

Once you 'round the mark, things only 

■ get better. Off the wind, this board 

■ smokes the fleet. And even if you're not 
up front at the windward mark, you’re 
likely to be at the end of the reaches. The 
spoons certainly seem to work downwind 
over chop, because the board goes 
through it like it's not even there. 

The board has excellent speed and 
jibes like a good slalom board. We could 
lean into the turn as hard as we wanted, 
and the board just performed tighter and 
tighter turns. It also breezed through the 
wide-radius turns, with tons of speed to ■ 
spare. It reacts quickly to every puff and ■ 
glides effortlessly through lulls. We were • 
very impressed with this board upwind, • 
but were even more stoked with its off- • 
the-wind performance. 

WHAT WE DIDN’T LIKE: 

Components. This board is very cut- • 
and-dried to review. It sails great, but we • 
had some problems with the prototype • 
components on our test model. Unfortu- • 
nately, this was one of the first Tiga • 
Racings out of the mold from France, and • 
the componentry was still in the R & D • 
stage. The mast track/daggerboard po- • 
sitioning is akin to custom World Cup • 
boards. Since the track comes so far • 
back when the blade is all the way up, its • 
knob practically covers the mast track • 

nprial sn vnu rannnt net tn the narioi . 


down. An attachment can be put on the 
pedal to alleviate this problem 

The fin may prove to be problematic 
Since drop-through designs are not yet 
readily available (fin manufacturers are 
now tooling up for them), chances are 
you’ll have to use the stock one, which we 
didn't care for too much. Its leading edge 
is super sharp, and the fin hummed loudly 
at top speeds. 

SUMMARY: 

We can't ignore this board's perform¬ 
ance. It's going to be a tough board to 
beat around the course in any planing 
conditions. Since Tiga placed the mast 
track aft for maximum reaching speed, 
the company compromised on its ease of 
use; thus, it is not a "user friendly" board. 
However, the Tiga Racing will be excel¬ 
lent for recreational sailors and racers 
alike. Watch out for this one on the 


course. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 12' 4’ 

Width: 25.5’ 

Volume: 229.5 liters 

Weight: 31.5 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 474.6 pounds 

Salt: 488.8 pounds 

Stiffness: 175 9 pounds for 3/8* 

deflection 

Impact Resistance: 2,482.7 psi. 
Displacement: .58' 

Construction: Structural Carbon Com¬ 
pound (SCC): EPS core wrapped with 
glass and carbon fiber with resin and ASA 
skin 

Bottom Shape: Quintuple concaves with 









































Sailing 
Pairs 

ur test team consisted of three ex¬ 
perienced course board sailors, 
two of which are internationally 
competitive professionals; the 
third is a hot amateur. I rounded the team 
out as the fourth tester. For our heavy¬ 
weights, we borrowed the skills of Johan 
Dahl and Ray “Lightning" Laird. Dahl 
lives in the Gorge in the summer and in 
Florida in the winter and has numerous 
victories under his belt. His sail number 
is S-1, and you’ve probably seen him at 
various races around the country. 

Ray Laird is one of the best-known 
sailors in the Northeast. Hailing from New 
Jersey, Laird also spends his winters in 
Florida so he can fine-tune his technique 
for the spring and summer racing sea¬ 
sons. His blazing speed has earned him 
the nickname "Lightning," and after sail¬ 
ing with him, we find it an apt moniker. 

Our medium-weights were our techni¬ 
cal editor, Pat LeMehaute, and myself. 
Most of these course boards are big 
enough that the difference between a 
150-pound sailor and a 200-pound sailor 
didn't really make much of a difference in 
the way the boards performed. However, 
almost all of these boards, with the pos¬ 
sible exception of the Alpha 195, are 
really cumbersome for lightweights to sail. 

Generally, performance isn't the only 
thing you look for in a board. Most people 
also want durability and light weight, so 
you'll want to check out the “vital statis¬ 
tics" section for each board. This section 
reflects the results LeMehaute achieved 
when he was allowed to build a board¬ 
testing lab, complete with volume tank, 
triple-beam scales, load cells, and a 
computer. 

. He accurately weighed each board 
Wlth its daggerboard and footstraps, 
measured the width and length, checked 
' stiffness by measuring the decree nf force 
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distance, and measured impact resis- • Read our tests and then go on and try • 
tance and skin elasticity by seeing how • the new course boards this year. Some • 
much force was required to ding the * are so evenly matched that you can just * 
boards. For the ding test, he used a * pick the board that best suits your style • 
standard “dinging implement,” and ap- • and head on out, confident that your • 
plied pressure to it until it pierced the * board can win races. Of course, we’ve • 
board’s skin. For more info on our techni- ■ found that some do have an edge here • 
rai tests. see “Measure for Measure” in • and there, but it’s best to try them out to • 
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measured about eight and a half feet • fiber. Boom ends have evolved into high- 
long. At the time, it seemed to work like a * tech attachments that are much more se- 
charm. Nobody was overly concerned • cure and, with the advent of clamp-ons, 
about the wobbly front end connection. • much easier to use. Our hands are now 
The blisters and splinters acquired from • cushioned by a variety of soft, rubber 
gripping the square wood were consid- • grips. Iftheboardsailorsofthe 70s could 
ered to be iust a part of boardsailing. The • have tried one of the current booms, it’s 
. mai^ o . likely they would have quit boardsailing, 

• rather than go back to using the old teak 

• Windsurfer booms. 

But, what the Ancients didn’t have in 

• boom performance, they made up for in 

• the ease and simplicity of boom shop- 


excessive weigm uiun i « C h, iv, b 
big difference either. In fact, as long as 
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n the beginning, there was only one • turer, there are now well over two dozen 
boom—the Windsurfer boom. It * companies making booms. Teak has 
was made out of laminated strips of • been replaced by several different grades 
teak, with a square grip, and it * of aluminum and, more recently, carbon 
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HiFly. Windsurfing Hawaii. S & B. Mistral. Hi¬ 
Tech. Hawaiian Proline. Strike. 











































dealer and said, "I want a boom." There 
was no need to specify which brand, or 
decide which type of boom end they liked 
best, or which grip felt the best. They had 
one choice—the Windsurfer boom, and 
that was that. 

Alas, life isn’t so simple for contempo¬ 
rary boardsailors. The multitude of booms 
on the market have made buying one an 
engrossing consumer affair. And so for 
about a week and a half, I spent my time 
holed up in the back warehouse of Wind- 
Rider, devising tests to see exactly how 
all the different booms fared, whilst my 
colleagues joked behind my back, “Yeah, 
LeMehaute is in back ‘booming around,"' 
and towards the end of the tests, “He's 
really 'boomed out.'" In any case, I hope 
my efforts have helped to clear the murky 
waters surrounding boom buying. 


PERFORMANCE FACTORS 


“What makes a good boom?" The 
answer to that question depends on the 
individual. To the serious racer or speed 
fanatic, weight and stiffness are the pri¬ 
mary concerns. A light boom will make 
the rig easier to maneuver and pump. It 
will also be more forgiving in recovery 
type situations, like trying to uphaul around 
a slalom mark when there are seven rac¬ 
ers jibing around you. 

Stiffness is important for maintaining a 
tight rig and efficiently transmitting the 
energy of the sail into the board. A boom 
that bends excessively will shorten and 
change the outhaul tension when it is 
pumped or hits a strong gust. Also, any 
flex in the boom absorbs energy which 
could otherwise be used for increased 
speed and acceleration. Imagine sailing 
with your hands connected to the booms 
via two springs. The force of any gust 
would be dampened by the springs and 
your acceleration would be reduced. A 
flexible boom acts essentially the same 
way. 

Of course, not everyone is a serious 
racer, and other performance factors are 
more important to them. Take your aver¬ 
age nine-to-fiver who drives as though he 
were in the Monte Carlo Grand Prix to get 
to the beach in time for a 45-minute sail 


after work. To him, a user friendly boom 
that is quick and easy to attach and adjust 
is of prime importance. Every minute 
counts when you're trying to squeeze a 
session in, and there's nothing more frus¬ 
trating than adjusting an inhaul or a sand- 
cemented boom end with a hammer when 
there are people planing in front of you. 

Other important performance factors 
are boom grip and diameter. The sailor 
who only gets to sail a couple of times a 
month may not have developed the cal¬ 
luses of someone who sails regularly. To 

thT'o 3 nice ' so ^' cush V boom grip may be 
answer to those bi-monthlv blisters. 




RAINBOW FIN CO. 783 SAN ANDREAS RD., LA SELVA BEACH, CA. 95076 
94080 728-2998 RAINBOW FIN CO. EAST (305) 777-5936 
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WE MAKE THE FINS 

YOU SET THE LIMITS! 



Totally Unique and Easy 


Adjustment Capabilities! 


86° Zytel Frontend • Zytel Swivel Back End 
4, 5, and 6ft. Bodies • Anodized After Cutting 
1 -3/8" Body Diameter • 1 -1/4" Body Diameter 

Available with regular or clamp-on front ends 


CioMp-Om 


The Only 
Boom With A 
One Year 
Unconditional 
Guarantee! 
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RAF WAVE 


JUMBO CAMBER 


Brown 


PROVEN WINNERS - BUILT TO LAST 


We have the sail you need, at a price you can afford 


RAF SLALOM 


4.0- $225 


4.5- 

5.3- 

6.3- 

7.5- 

8.5- 


240 

255 

275 

295 

315 


CAMBER SPEED 


5.2- $290 
5.8- 310 


RAF SPEED 

4.0- $270 
4.5- 275 


290 


5.0- 


5.6- 


310 


325 


6.3- 


7.2- 


340 


6 . 6 - 

7.5- 


340 

365 


215 

230 


CALL OR WRITE FOR 


\ 4.5-$185 
\ \ 5.3- 200 
\ \6.3- 
\ 7.3- 

y 

Order only 1-800^562-6268 
Tech Info /s267-985^2b64 v ' 

Visa - Master Cafd^Dlscover accepted 
-Our complete line of accessories 


Your Satisfact 

FREE SHIPPING CONTINENTAL 1 



general, thinner grips produce less strain 
and are easier to hold onto than thick 
grips, especially among people with small 
hands. 

Finally, for those fashion-oriented 
people, a boom that looks good is impor¬ 
tant. “If it doesn’t look good, it doesn’t feel 
good," is how the saying goes. A boom 
that matches your wetsuit or bikini may 
help you stand out of the crowd, and who 
knows, it might even help you meet that 
person you’ve been keeping an eye on. 


THE TESTS 


The tests were designed to cover the 
important performance factors above, and 
thus the booms were tested for weight, 
stiffness, boom diameter, grip comfort, 
and ease of attachment and adjustment. 

The weight and boom diameter tests 
were performed using a triple beam bal¬ 
ance that weighed the boom to the near¬ 
est gram, and a caliper. The stiffness test 
was a bit more complex, in that it was 
designed to fully simulate a boom under 
sailing conditions. More specifically, the 
boom was connected to a mast, outhaul 
tension was simulated, and a typical sail¬ 
ing load of 90 pounds was applied. 

The change of width in the boom was 
measured at a distance 30 percent back 
from the front end. This test was per¬ 
formed when the boom was completely 
retracted, halfway extended, and fully 
extended. The resulting data were suffi¬ 
cient to develop a change in width to 
length curve for each boom (Figures 1 
and 2). The graphs show how the boom 
will deflect under load as it is lengthened, 
with the lowest curves on the graph rep¬ 
resenting the stiffest booms. 

Using this data, it was possible to get 
a stiffness to weight ratio, which essen¬ 
tially shows how efficiently each boom's 
weight is contributing to stiffness. The 
displacement of each of the small booms 
was taken when they were 58 inches 
long, and it was used to calculate a stiff¬ 
ness coefficient (58-inch/displacement). 
The stiffness coefficient was then divided 
by the boom’s weight to get the stiffness- 
to-weight ratio (the stiffness of the me¬ 
dium booms was taken when they were 
70 inches long). 

The grip-comfort test was performed 
by measuring the difference in diameter 
of the grip when the caliper was. just 
barely touching both sides of the boom, 
and when it was clamped down hard 
(crushing the grip). The differences were 
then grouped into four categories—hard, 
medium, soft, and very soft. 

The boom ends were tested subjec¬ 
tively for ease of adjustment and attach¬ 
ment, underthesupervisionofTomJames 

(see boom-end sidebar). 

And so, withoutfurther ado, leaf through 
the next couple of pages to see which 
booms are going to bomb and which are 

nAinrt (a 



























Strike. North. Fleetwood. Gaastra (not avail¬ 
able). Xstreamlme. Nautix. Primex 











































SMALL 

BOOM 

BOOM END 

CONSTRUCTION 

WE 

S^B 

S+B—c! 

alu 


pY*r:ex 

Chinook—cl 

alu 


Z-Boom 

Hydrodynamics 

alu 


ART 

ART—ci 

alu 

4 

Fleetwood 

Fleetwood 

alu 

4 

Windsurfing H 

Windsurfing H 

alu 

t 

HiTech 

Hi-Tech 

alu 

r 

Nautix 

Nautix—cl 

alu 

t 

North 

North 

alu 

t 

Hawa-an Pro Line 

Fleetwood 

alu 

L 

Strike 

Strike 

alu 

A 

Streamlined 

Reef 

alu 


MEDIUM 




Primex 

Chtnock—cl 

alu 

5 

Z-Bocm 

Chinook—cl 

alu 

5 

ART 

ART—cl 

alu 

5 

Peetwcco 

Chinook—cl 

alu 

5 

Beetwood E9 

Chinook— cl 

Easton E9 alu 

4 

M $: r a 

Mistral 

alu 

5 

H.F\ 

HiFly—cl 

alu 

4. 

Windsurfing H 

Windsurfing H—cl 

alu 

4. 

H-Tecn 

HiTech 

alu 

4, 

Nautix 

Nautix—cl 

alu 

5. 

North 

North 

alu 

5. 

Hawauan Pro Ine 

Chnook—cl 

Easton E9 alu 

4.. 

S^ike 

Strike—cl 

alu 

5.; 

FiOerspa- 

Nautix—d 

carbon 

3.1 

Streamlined 

Reef 

alu 

4,( 

cl = clamp-on 


VS = very soft 


a!u = akimaum 


S = soft 



Try A 

Clamp-On 


BY TOM JAMES 
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-HT 

LENGTHS 

STIFF (58 In.) 

STF/WGT 

DIA 

GRIP 

-3 

54.5—70.0 

116.3 

24:1 

1.32 

S 

■2 

53.5—67.0 

83.3 

16:9 

1.30 

S 

-0 

49.0—59.0 

53.2 

12:1 

1.39 

s 

-6 

53.5—69.5 

105.3 

236 

1.32 

s 

■6 

48.0—60.0 

96.2 

23:7 

1.32 

vs 

»3 

53.0—72.5 

93.5 

21:0 

1.42 

s 

95 

49.0—59.0 

1064 

26:9 

1.30 

s 

52 

54.0—69.5 

99.0 

21:4 

1.29 

s 

56 

51.0—69.0 

142 9 

29:4 

1.32 

M 

11 

54.0—72.0 

75.7 

17:2 

1.30 

s 

15 

50 5—62.0 

54.3 

13:1 

1.29 

s 

98 

49.0—60.0 

76.9 

19:3 

1.28 

vs 


32 

59 0—82.5 

78.1 

13:4 

1.43 

M 

7 5 

67.0—86.0 

54.0 

9:4 

1.39 

S 

15 

63.5—79.0 

97.1 

18:9 

1.30 

M 

23 

66.0—78.0 

64.9 

12:4 

1.32 

VS 

45 

64.0—76.0 

52.9 

11:9 

1.32 

VS 

56 

79.0—91.0 

95.2 

17:1 

1.33 

M 

45 

68.0—78.0 

65.8 

14:7 

1.30 

H 

53 

53.0—72.5 

52 6 

11:4 

1.32 

S 

59 

60.0—70.0 

89.3 

19:5 

1.32 

S 

22 

70.0—86.0 

89.3 

17:1 

1.29 

S 

15 

65.0—82.0 

100.0 

18:3 

1.32 

M 

39 

60.0-84.0 

52.9 

12:1 

1.30 

S 

?4 

61.0—73.0 

50.5 

9:6 

1.29 

S 

37 

72.0—84.5 

74.1 

18:7 

' 1.25 

S 

34 . 

61.4—72.3 

62.1 

13:4 

1.29 

s 


M = medium 
H = Hard 
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COMPARISON 


:>mpany had the first 
lamp-on, and theirs is 
<st ART is onp nf thp 


surrounds the mast with plastic, rather 
than using some plastic and some line. 
Since the back part that is wrapped around 
the mast is pre-molded into the mast 
shape, it’s one of the easiest to put on. 

There is no time wasted trying to find 
the rope and the dangling back piece. 
Adjusting the rope for tightening the clo¬ 
sure is easy, using a simple line-through- 
loop method, but closing the lever is 
difficult by clamp-on standards. It’s 
small, but you can still get enough lever¬ 
age to adjust the boom height without 
untying the outhaul. as long as the sail 
doesn't have too much outhaul tension. 

I like this boom end a lot. The mast 
collar is long enough to provide a firm 
hold on any mast. The only problem with 
this boom end is that it’s fairly bulky and 
heavy. The front of the end seems unnec¬ 
essarily big, and makes the boom feel 
unnecessarily heavy. However, the tor- 














. sion bars absorb flex well, so there’s no 
. worry about the collar breaking the mast, 
. Also, you can easily loop an uphaul around 
. the torsion bar. I didn’t have a slippage 
. problem at all with the ART end. 

Chinook: This is one of the most 
. popular boom ends, and for good reason. 
. The Chinook end relies on four wraps of 
. line around the back of the mast, and is 
. the most confidence-inspiring as far as 
. slippage is concerned. For that reason, 
. this end is great. However, as clamp-ons 
. go, this is not the quickest or easiest to put 
. on. You have to wrap two loops of lines 
. around the mast and adjusting the length 
. of rope takes some extra time, because 
. you have to feed the extra line or reduce 
. the line over the entire length of the two 
. loops. Once you get the length set, 
. however, adjusting the length of the line is 
. done by the standard line-through-loop 
. method. 

The closure lever is quite large, en- 
. compassing the entire front end, so you 
. can get plenty of leverage to easily shut 
. the clamp. Adjusting the height is easy to 
. do without de-rigging. The downside of 
. this extra leverage is that it’s easy to make 
. the rope too tight, and I imagine you could 
. really wail on a mast, if you’re not careful. 

Another problem with this end is that it 
. doesn't really have a place for an uphaul. 

. Most sailors tie a small bowline off the tail 
. of the line that wraps around the mast, 

. and most uphauls can be looped though 
. there. This is the end of choice for the 



• surest connection with no play, and also 

• if you want to be absolutely sure the end 

• won't slip down the mast. 

HiFly: This end is merely an adapta- 

• tion of a tie-on boom, but it seems to have 

• all the elements that make for a good * 
•clamp-on. It falls into the Chinook family, • 

• in that the shutting lever is large and goes • 

• across the front of the boom end, and the * 

• line utilizes two loops that go across the - 

• back of the mast. However, this end has • 

• the added bonus of a plastic back piece • 

• that holds the lines in place for easy • 

• attachment. While the back piece does * 

• not necessarily aid in strengthening the 

• connection, it does make rigging quicker • 

• and easier. 

• I didn’t have any problem with this • 

• boom slipping because it is fairly easy to 

• get a lot of leverage, but it doesn't feel as 

• secure as it should. There is a thick pad 

• on the inside of the collar, and the mast 

. i. _/>nmnlotci • 


. but this is a very easy boom to put on, 
. because the knobs that you hook the line 
. over are easily accessible on the top and 
. bottom of the boom end. 

Hydrodynamics: Most often found 
. on the M Z-Boom,” the Hydrodynamics 
. “Lockjaw" is easily the most innovative of 
. the clamp-on booms. These guys from 
. Australia have a different way of looking 



’ at things. Their boom end doesn’t attach 

• by means of wrapping a rope or plastic 

• around the mast. Instead, a scissoring 

• action from the back end clamps the 

• boom onto the mast. 

The front end is built in the shape of a 

• hand holding a beer can, but there’s no 

• can in there. When you scissor the back 

• end, the hand (jaw) opens to accept the 

• mast and when you “unscissor" the back 

• end, the jaw clamps down onto the mast. 

• It is a cool, super-light end, and believe it 

• or not, it really works. 

This is the front end I use every day I 
' sail, so I'm familiar with its advantages 

• and disadvantages. It’s very easy to put 

• on surf sails and RAFs, but somewhat 

• harder to put onto tight sails with small, 

• streamlined mast cutouts. On any normal 

• mast, the end will not slip unless you’re 

• heavy and doing serious jumps, in which 

• case the addition of a simple mast protec- 

• tor will do the trick. 

The end is easy to put an uphaul on * 1 

• and it’s safe on your board, because even ■ 

• if you do get pitched, there is no boom * 

• end to mash the nose of your board. This * 

• end is not super stiff, but it’s so light and * 

• easy to use that most people who get * 
used to it never want to go back. 

Nautix: This is another very popular ■ 
clamp-on because it's so simple. Setting • 
this end up requires that only one loop of * 



, which is stabilized by tne anti-sup 

I, be brought around the mast and 
ked around an easily accessible slot, 
n with tight sleeves, the hook-up is 
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. around for a while, but recent improve- 
. ments make this a top-notch clamp-on. 

. The most important is the switch from 
. cleat to the line-though-loop method of 
. securing the line. No longer does this end 
. loosen under heavy loads. 

I noticed that this end has a little flex in . 
. the torsion bars when you really hang on . 
. or pump the sail, but it doesn't slip under . 
. normal loads. If there are any problems at . 
. all with this end, it's that the dual levers . 
. are a little small to get good leverage. . 
. Even so, it is possible to adjust the boom . 
. height without untensioning the outhaul. . 

Overall, this front end is a clean-look- . 
. ing, easy-to-use product. The torsion . 
. bars flex enough to allow for different . 

. clew heights, and also provide an excel- . 

. lent uphaul tie-on position. 

Strike: Although this front end is . 

. produced by WindForce, Strike is the only . 



• company using it. It's a basic design in 
' most respects, using one loop of line 
' around the mast, which hooks onto the 
' collar. 

However, what is best about this prod- 
' uct is the ease of adjusting the length of 
' the line. Strike has incorporated a metal 
' cleat, so you don't have to hassle with 
loosening a loop to feed more line through. 
Making the adjustment smaller is quite 
easy—just pull the tail of the line and it’s 
done. To make the loop larger for a 
bigger mast is a different story. I found 
that the cleat would bind and was difficult 
to back the line through. However, once 
you get the end set for your particular 
mast, this end works. 

Windsure: I sure like this end! It is 
Chinook-like, but has a minor improve¬ 
ment. Rather than just having one loop to 
adjust the two loops of line, this end has 
two—one for each size. For this reason, 
this'end is easy to adjust to different size 
masts. Of course, some may look at this 
as a nuisance, because you have to deal 
with two different adjustments, but over¬ 
all, I think it's better, especially for fine- 
tuning a connection. 

The Windsure end is also more stream¬ 
lined than most ends of this type. The 
closure lever is thinner and smaller than 
its predecessors, which makes this boom 
end feel as light as most tie-ons. The 
collar is nice and long, but it could proba¬ 
bly use a pad in there to ensure against 
slippage. 

The only problem with this end, and it 
is a minor one, is that the hooks that you 





























it’s difficult to get the loops hooked. Of 
course, it’s not tfiaf difficult, but by clamp- 
on standards, it takes a little patience to 
make sure you have it connected cor¬ 
rectly. 

Windsurfing Hawaii: The most 
surprising aspect about Windsurfing 
Hawaii's clamp-on is that it wasn’t the first 
one out on the market, although the 
company has led the windsurfing world in 



good, tight-connecting boom ends for 
years. Windsurfing Hawaii stayed in the 
background during the early days of the 
clamp-on craze, and now, they have fi¬ 
nally released their version. 

Even though it’s built around the old 
WH tie-on end, their clamp-on is one of 
the most well-thought-out ends in the in¬ 
dustry. The levers are big and easy to op¬ 
erate without seeming bulky, the jaw has 
good surface area and touches the mast 
around its total circumference, and the 
single loop with a back piece is easy to 
thread around the mast. Since the loop 
around the mast is dispersed over a fairly 
long mast length, the connection is good 
and tight, even though it only uses one 
loop of line. 

The only thing that some people could 
consider a drawback, I view as the end’s 
biggest asset. Rather than having only 
one lever to take up all the slack, Windsurf¬ 
ing Hawaii has two. This means that you 
can hook up the end and attach it firmly 
with one lever, then fine-tune the amount 
of tension you ultimately want with the 
other. 


SUMMARY 


In general, all of these ends work well 
and, with the notable exception of the 
Hydrodynamics end, they all work on the 
same basic principles. Some people say 
that clamp-ons slip, and I suppose that on 
a nice new shiny aluminum mast, if they're 
not clamped down tight enough, some of 
these ends could slip. However, I recom¬ 
mend the use of a simple mast protector, 
which should eliminate any slippage 
problems. If your clamp-ons still slip, 
then stick a piece of that rubberized grip 
tape to your mast where the boom at¬ 
taches. If it's good enough to keep you 
from slipping in the shower, it will keep 
your boom on the mast. 

bnrrrI?A h ^ vent used a clamp-on yet, 
much pa ne r ° m someone just to see how 
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ANDRE LEFEBVRE - France's Pioneer Sail Designer 
1989 Sizes and Prices, call for the dealer 
nearest you. Before you buy anyone else's 
sail and pay too much, check out a 1989 ANDRE SAIL 
because the wind can’t tell the difference but you can. 


1989 


/A 



Madd Mike’s, Boston MA (617) 451-6181 
Mike Banker (owner): “not just an alternative, the Andre sails are serious 
competitor’s" 


SAILS 


WAVE SAILS 


size 

boom/mast 

price 


2.8M 

3’10715'3* $248.00 

Windsurfing Orlando, Orlando 

3.3M 

4*2715*3* $252.00 

FI (407) 249-0234 

4.0M 

4*6715*3" 

$258.00 

Tom Cangelose (owner): “the 

4.5M 

4*10715*3" S265.00 

best sail value for your dollar. 

5.0M 

5*3715*3" $272.00 

period! 

5.7M 

5*9716'0* $280.00 


4.7M 
5 5M 
6.5M 
7.5M 


4*2715*3' $328.00 
4'10715*3* $345.00 
5*6716*0* $373.00 
6*6716 f 3* $40200 


POWER LEECH 

Power Leech: Revolutionary Leech System. One 
sail to handle wide range of wind conditions, see 
article 1989 Jan. issue Windsurf Magazine and in 
German Surf Magazine. 


Surf's Up. Keego Harbor Ml (313) 681-9100 

Kirt Manecke (owner): H unbeatable quality at unbeatable prices" 



SPEED SLALOM 


/ &m\\ 

45M 

4*10715*3" 

$260.00 

5.5M 

5*6715*3* 

$280.00 


6.5M 

6'6716’0* 

$304.00 


7.5M 

7*3716*3* 

$341.00 

Windy Sails Inc, Van Nuys CA 

8.4M 

5*6719*5" 

$382.00 

(818) 997-6494 

9.2M 

6*6719*5" 

$404.00 

Mike Spiva (team rider): “the 

10.0M 

7*6719*5" 

$422.00 

hottest new sails to hit our 

11.0M 

8*0719*5" 

$440.00 

area this year" 





GorgeWindsurfing, The Dalles OR 
(503) 298-8796 

Ryan Rooper (owner): “a TEIJIN 
mylar sail at dacron prices with 
performance that's hard to beat" 


JUMBO SAILS 



1989 HAWAII PRODUCT SAILS 




SLALOM 




Kitty Hawk 

4.0M 

4*11715*3" 

$195.00 

Sports, Nags 


4.5M 

5*4715*3* 

$200.00 

Head NC (919) 

Mylar sail with front luff panel 5.0M 

5*8715*3" 

$208.00 

441-4124 

dacron, with sailbag, special 

5.7M 

6*37157* 

$220.00 

Keith Wood 

plastic vario top and tapered 

6.4M 

6*6716*2* 

$230.00 

(director): “easy 

batten set 

7.0M 

7*3716*5* 

$240.00 

to rig, easy to 


8.0M 

7*6716*8* 

$260.00 

handle, and easy 


9.0M 

80717*3* 

$280.00 

on the pocket 
book" 



FUNLINE 


vvh c-q. e, on nn Paradise Sailboards, Wichita 

0 0/10 0 OUO.UU I/A /Q 1 C\ OCR notto 

2ZJIJ 5134.00 

£55 67715 ' 3 ‘ SSS 2JSS 

( Wincbuifinc) of i Pot£ (Diancje 

*On the Port Orange Causeway * 

Aofcmrr Tho Cfraot Cram norrtnni'c Dromior \A7inHcn 


Dacron Sail with /g». 

reinforced mylar, ’ M 

supplied with sailbag. 


'On the Port Orange Causeway' 

Accross The Street From Daytona's Premier Windsurfing Location* 

92 Dunlawton Ave. Port Orange, FL 32019 • (904) 767-8904 

Shipping & Handling charge $5 throughout Mainland USA. In Florida add 6% sales tax. We accept check, money order. Visa. MasterCard. 

Call for info on your closest dealer! 
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3 FUNCTIONS: EQUIPMENT CARRIER; KAYAKS, 
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HAND CART; SMALL OUTBOARDS; 
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These custom beautie 
River’s own d 


didn't initially want to test 12 
Gorge boards; I really only ' 
wanted to borrow a board for ' 
the day. You see, I was at the • 

• Gorge and, for the first time in a long • 

• while, I didn’t really have a good board for • 

• freesailing the conditions that confronted • 

• me. 

I had just wavesailed my way up the • 

• coast and was going to stay at the Gorge • 

• only long enough to race, so I didn’t bring • 

• anything small enough to mess around • 

• on. In fact, I, like most visitors, didn’t even • 

• own anything good for freesailing the • 

• place. But, the lure of daily high winds • 

• overwhelmed me, so I hung out. I tried to • 

• get by, using my slalom boards and asym- ■ 

• metrical, but I felt like a guy with just a • 

• mask and snorkel going on vacation with • 

• Jacques Cousteau. I was obviously out of • 

• place. 

“Hey Tom, whatcha doin' with that • 

• ace? Just sailing across one way?" So, • 

• faced with the option of either chopping • 

• the long half of the tail off my “assym" to • more violently than a ga 

• make it better suited for both tacks, or • ers in a New York sub’ 

• buying a new board, I was forced to think • 4.0 range, that would b 

• fast. I rushed over to one of the better • who sails a lot, like I dc 

• known local shapers' places and made • ahem, I mean we need 

• up a quick story. “Hey, Max, we at Wind- • me an 8'2" by 20 inch 

• Rider are conducting a test on the custom • having it on my racks mi 

• boards in the area, and we need a board • wheels going across t 

• from you that will be good in the...” | • the Hood River Bridqe 

• /m iteirla at thoraw rJanr>tnn a rlrJiWSLjfettfl 




BY TOM J/ 


Tom James tests one of thi 
his recently-acquired Gore 
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:ng of break danc- 
way... "um, 4.5 to 
e good for a sailor 
». Oh yeah, and I. 
it now.” He gave 
es wide, and just 
ade the hum of my 
he metal grate of 
sound that much 


When I got the little thing out on the 
' water I learned just how close-knit the ' 

• community of the Gorge sailing scene * 

• was. I had barely gotten a few turns in, • 

• when another shaper flagged me down • 

• on the water. “Hey, heard you're doing a * 

• Gorge board test. Swing over to my shop ’ 

• this afternoon and I’ll set you up.” This ’ 

• went on for a couple more days, and I was * 

• having fun trying all the different boards, • 

• so I decided to make it official, and I went * 

• to every shop in the area to see what they • 

• offered. 

I only tested board brands that were • 

• either shaped right there in the Gorge, or • 

• out-of-town brands that were offered in • 

• some Gorge shop and available to be • 

• either custom ordered or bought off-the- • 

• rack. Since custom boards can be so • 

■ different, I tried to get relatively the same • 

• thing out of all the shapers. But rather • 

• than telling them what I wanted, I told • 

• them how I sailed, what size sail I'd be • 

• using, and. of course, my height and * 

• weight. What was remarkable about this • 

• test, was the variety of board sizes I ■ 

• received. I gave nearly the same rap to all • 

• of the shapers, so the boards I received • 

• not only demonstrated their handiwork, • 

• but also represented their philosophy in • 

• recommending a board. 

• Everyone was supposed to provide • 

• me with a Gorge board. These aren't • 












AITKEN 11-10 

210 Liters, 35 pounds 

AITKEN 10-4 
140 Liters, 32 pounds 


AITKEN 96-S 
122Liters, 25 pounds 


NEW FOR 1989: 
AITKEN 9-0 
104Liters, 20 pounds 


AITKEN 10-4,96-S AND 9-0 
NOW WITH MOLDED-IN 
ALUMINUM FIN BOX 


AITKEN 
INDUSTRIES 
P.O.Box 3134 
Gardena, CA 90247 
213-323-0291 
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but almost a combination of the two. A 
true Gorge board is something small 
enough to handle small sails, narrow 
enough to handle big winds, and fast 
enough to make the two elements work 
together Gorge boards should be thin 
enough to hold in a high-speed jibe, but 
they also need fair flotation to get through 
the light spots near some of the launches. 
Rocker lines vary, but almost all have 
more rocker than a slalom board, and 
less than a wave board. This year, it 
seems that shapers are trying to use less 
rocker, for better low end speed, although 
it is hard to generalize when speaking of 
custom boards. Most guys will shape 
anything you want them to, but since most 
sailors don’t know exactly what they want, 
it’s usually best to talk with the salesman 
and let him, or the shaper, decide what 
you need. 

My Gorge boards were supposed to 
be made so that I could use either a 4.5 or 
a 4.0 on them. I wanted the boards to 
emphasize maneuverability more than 
speed. I told each shaper that I try to sail 
aggressively, throwing in a lot of turns, 
rather than speeding to Oregon, jibing, 
and speeding back to Washington These 
boards were supposed to be fun, turny, 
jumpy, fairly fast, and right for my 5'11", 
170-pound frame. I also noted that I have 
other boards in my quiver, and told them 
I wasn’t trying to take these Gorge boards 
out in all conditions—just in 4.5 and 4.0 
good stuff. Although the boards in this 
test were specifically recommended for 
me, they are not, by any means, the only 
boards these guys can make. They can 
make anything for anyone, and just be¬ 
cause the board I tested was good (or 
bad) for me, it doesn't necessarily mean 
the next one they make will also be. Now, 
it’s time to see what I got, and what they 
were like. 

If I had to recommend a board for 
myself, I think it would be an 8‘2 M pintail 
that’s 20.5" wide, with an 11.25" tail, and 
an 11.25" nose. I don’t particularly like 
really narrow boards because they're hard 
to do tricks on. I’d probably want either 
just a veed or a slightly double concave 
bottom shape. 

The variety of what I actually did re¬ 
ceive blew my mind. I had 8'6 n guns, 7' 11" 
toys, and something in nearly every size 
in between. What surprised me most is 
that they all worked pretty well. The 
shapers in the Gorge have so much 
opportunity to test their own stuff, that if it 
weren’t good, they'd be getting blown 
away on the water. 

My reviews are somewat subjective, 
but they’re a pretty fair assessment of 
each board. At the end of my review, I 
give the board a performance and con¬ 
struction rating, based on a scale of 100. 

So, if it sounds like all the boards were 
good, they were, although some were 
much better than others. I just hope they 
don't make me give all these boards 





















PO BOX 480 - WHITE SALMON, WA 98672 - 509-493-2242 


Models Available: 8T Gorge Loop, 8'4* Gorge Jump, 
8’6’ High-Wind Slalom 
Model Tested: 8'6' High-Wind Slalom 
Dimensions: 8*6'X 22.5’ Tail: 13" Nose: 13' 

Price: $795 
Shaper: Jerry Manning 


CONSTRUCTION METHOD: 

Shaped from top-quality Clark Foam blanks by 
master craftsmen. Glassing follows an engi¬ 
neered structure approach. Lamination is a com¬ 
bination of four- and six-ounce Hexel S-glass 
cloth. Deck and bottom surfaces receive two 
layers, with five additional layers in the footstrap 
area. All slalom boards are laid up with reinforced 
edge lamination, then disc-sanded to provide a 
race-sharp rail. 

These boards have Gorge-proven full-depth 
mahogany finboxes, woodies, and laminated glass 
placements. 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

The Aero 8'6" tested is a combination of high- 
wind performance and slalom race board for 
moderate to strong winds. Concave transition is 
single to tri to flat at the tail. This particular 8'6" is 
designed for a wind range of 13 to 40 mph, with 
flat to moderate chop. 

TOM JAMES’ COMMENTS: 

Aero? What is an Aero? I expected something 
made out of birch with feathers for fins, but what 
I got was a very fast, racy, good-looking board. 
These boards, available at a couple of shops in 
the area, are made in Southern California and 


have the excellent construction that can only be 
achieved through the experience of people who 
have been making boards for decades. 

This model is longer than I would’ve liked, but 
it leaps to a plane and just flies. It’s a true mini¬ 
slalom board, which would be great to race if it 
were really cranking. The rails are thick and hard 
like those of a slalom board, but I felt that they 
were too sticky to make the Aero a fun, all-around 
Gorge board. It's really too wide for jamming hard 
turns. If they slimmed this model down a bit, I 
think it’d be a hot board for slicing water-ski jibes, 
but at 22.5 inches, you almost have to back off to 
avoid bouncing around. 

I loved this board for popping high jumps, 
though. It was fast enough to get good air off any 
chop and excelled at lighter-wind, smaller-chop 
places, like outside the marina. This board was 
also very good for tricks and tacking. The extra 
width made it super stable, and I think it would be 
a great first-time Gorge board. However, the deck 
dome needs to be improved to make this board 
even more comfortable to sail. 

I really liked the paint job, but the black sec¬ 
tions got scorching hot up on the racks. Aero 
says it specializes in color, so if you order one, 
make sure you stay away from the black. Overall, 
it's a fun, easy-to-sail board. 

PERFORMANCE: 

93 

CONSTRUCTION: 

95 


CASCADE SAILBOARDS 



7041ST STREET ■ MOSIER, OR 97040 ■ 503-478-3441 


Models Available: 8'0\ 8'3\ 8'6\ 8'8\ 8'10\ 9'0\ and 
customs 

Model Tested: High-Wind Slalom 
Dimensions: 8'6‘ X 20.75' 

Price: $750 
Shaper: Gary Swanson 


CONSTRUCTION METHOD: 

Cascade uses top-quality Clark Foam blanks. 
All boards are completely hand-shaped by Gary 
Swanson. Glassing is done using only Hexel S- 
Glass, with seven layers under the heel and three 
layers on the bottom. Solid oak woodies are used 
with Chinook finboxes, which have a six-month 
guarantee. 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

All boards are built in the Cascade factory at 
the Columbia Gorge, and each is built with the 
quality and performance that Gorge conditions 
demand. 

TOM JAMES’ COMMENTS: 

Cascade is one of the -big" names in the 
custom market at the Gorge and, after riding one 
of its boards, I can see why. 

The 8'6‘ the company gave me was a little 
bigger than I would have normally chosen, but I 
loved it anyway. The board was super smooth 
and predictable. Everything was perfect for me. 
In fact, I was somewhat disappointed when I first 
hopped on it because I couldn't find a single thing 
wrong with it. Not one!!! The deck had a perfect 
dome and texture, the straps were in the right 
place, the mast track placement was perfect, and 


the board just felt right. 

Its performance left me feeling the same way. 

It jumped well, got up on a plane pretty easily, and 
was smooth and fast. The rounded pintail held 
great on high G-force turns and was thin enough 
to jam hard into swells and bank the turn around. 

I was pleasantly surprised to find that it also 
handled tight, slashing turns. The only thing this 
board isn't absolutely great on is surfy maneu¬ 
vers, probably due to its length more than any¬ 
thing else. It didn't bother me at all, though, 
because this board does exactly what a Gorge 
board should—provide trouble-free, fun, high- 
wind sailing. 

The construction of my test board looked very 
nice, with a smooth, consistent sand job and 
glassing that felt solid. The graphics on the 
Cascades that I saw were subdued, but nice. No 
complaints there, or anywhere else for that mat¬ 
ter. This particular model would make someone 
my size or smaller a great first-time real Gorge 
board and, for bigger people, it’d be a great 
higher-wind board. I wouldn't really want to use 
it on a 4.0 day, but it was perfect for the 4.5 stuff. 

The guys at Cascade are cool. Their hard-to- 
find shop in Mosier is a hardcore, no-hype per¬ 
formance sailboard shop that's well worth the trip 
if you want a great Gorge board. 

PERFORMANCE: 

95 

CONSTRUCTION: 

95 


























DILL SAILBOARDS 


1027 INDUSTRIAL ■ HOOD RIVER, OR 97031 ■ 503-386-6202 



Models Available: Complete Range 
Model Tested: 8'6* Narrow Gorge 
Dimensions: 8’6*X20*X 11* 

Price: $995 
Shaper: Bob Dill 

CONSTRUCTION METHOD: 

Shaped from Clark Superlight blanks, with 
double tapered stringers. The rocker, vee, and 
thickness are milled by a shaping machine. Rails, 
deck, and final sanding are done by hand. Glass 
is M2 carbon cloth with four-ounce S-glass. All 
boxes and inserts are glassed over. Chinook 
one-piece finboxes are used with the post through 
to the deck. 

MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The 8'6" length, panel-vee bottom design and 
precisely drafted rocker profile with a clean nar¬ 
row pintail outline makes this one of our most 
popular models. The panel vee offers control and 
a smooth ride, while the racy outline and continu¬ 
ous rocker profile provide unlimited speed poten¬ 
tial and incredible holding power in aggressive 
hard-driving turns. It’s a very loose and live board 
that can handle a wide range of conditions. 

TOM JAMES' COMMENTS: 

What can I say? This board is an exceptional, 
ultimate high-speed jiber. It’s very narrow for its 
length, but it carves the most beautiful jibes ever. 
The harder I pushed, the better it came around. I 
tried to see just how low I could get to the water 
and still manage to pull out of the turn. It’s a 
speed-jiber's dream board. 


The much-heralded panel vee seemed to be 
doing its job. The top-end speed is very good, but 
when it gets light, the board tends to plow a bit. 
However, in high winds and heavy chop, the 
board excels. It’s definitely a Gorge board. The 
tail is a little narrow to loft high jumps in moderate 
conditions, but in high winds, its jumps are great. 

One thing I didn’t like was the flat deck. With 
a little more dome, I think I could’ve milked even 
more speed out of the board. It’s a little too narrow 
to be good for tricks, and I would’ve rather gotten 
orv something a little shorter and a little wider, but 
I think this particular model would be loved by 
almost everyone. It's easy to sail even though it’s 
quite narrow. This board is great for locking into 
the straps and flying across the river, then laying 
down a smooth, water-ski jibe, throwing off the 
roost of your life. 

Its construction seems almost perfect. The 
carbon gives the board a good, stiff feel, and the 
deck texture is very nice. The graphics on my 
model were plain, but I saw some cool-looking 
boards in the shop. 

Dill probably is the best-known name and the 
company has the best selection of boards in the 
Gorge. You can literally walk into the shop and 
select exactly what you want. 

PERFORMANCE: 

98 

CONSTRUCTION: 

96 



GORGE ANIMAL 


1323 LINCOLN ■ HOOD RIVER, OR 97031 ■ 503-386-5524 


Models Available: 7' 11'. 8’3\ 8'6\ 8' 10\ 9'0 - , 9'2\ and 
larger 

Model Tested: Gorge Perfect Board 
Dimensions: 8 , 3*X20'X1V 
Price: $695 hull, $30 straps. $40 fin 
Shaper: Ed Liddle 

CONSTRUCTION METHOD: 

Two layers on the bottom with finbox patch. 
Two layers on the top plus extra patch on back 
half, plus foot reinforcements and mast box patch. 
Lay-up is a mix of E-, S-, and K-cloth. The rails are 
overlapped in a special manner that adds greatly 
to the strength. 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

Gorge Animal boards are definitely “Gorge 
Tough." There hasn’t been any breakage, stress 
cracking, or delamination in four years at the 
Gorge. The secret is that all boards are glassed 
by the same person, who has glassed at the same 
company every day for 19 years. The same goes 
for the sander. This incredible partnership yields 
the best quality in the USA. Designs are by Les 
Crichton and are tested at the Gorge and in Baja 
Winds. 

TOM JAMES’ COMMENTS: 

Wow! Psycho-graphics—the first I’ve ever 
seen on a sailboard, but the board looks insane. 
Gorge Animal is a somewhat underground (al¬ 
though I hear they’re moving) hardcore little shop 
that used to be known for its good deals. Now 
they have a board label and, if my test board is a 
good representation of what they’re doing, they’re 


happening. 

The designer, Les Crichton, is a Gorge local by 
anyone's standards, and he obviously knows 
what works in 4.0 weather. This board is about as 
hot as they get. The nose on this board .is super 
gunny and the whole thing is very “sinky" in 
general, but it jams, turns, has a lively feeling, is 
very, very fast, and even gets on a plane fairly 
easily. I think the straps are placed too far forward 
for getting good jumps, but you can loft some air 
on it. 

This is the type of board that surprises you 
because it is so easy to sail. Even though it’s 
small, it’s very comfortable—even at low speeds. 

I can't think of any problem with this board except 
that the nose submarines easily, which makes it 
tricky to do low-speed transitions, but for those 
all-out broad-reaching Gorge jibes, the Animal 
rips. 

This board is light, but it seemed very strong 
when I squeezed it. I think it has a good glass-to- 
resin ratio and the glass job itself looks hot—no 
bubbles and no white spots. Even though Gorge 
Animal isn't the biggest name in the Gorge, this 
board’s performance is right up there with the big ' 


PERFORMANCE: 

96 

CONSTRUCTION: 

96 






















SS WHAT SAILBOARDS 


400 N. 2ND STREET #8 


HOOD RIVER, OR 97031 
503-386-4737 


Models Available: Gorge Classic, Stealth Speed 

Trials Gun, and Ultralight Epoxy 

Model Tested: Gorge Classic 

Dimensions: 8'6" X 21" Tail: 11" Nose- 11.75" 

Price: $1,000, hull only 

Shaper: Joe Bauguess 


CONSTRUCTION METHOD: 

The rocker profiles and thickness distribution 
are cut on the shaping machine to ensure precise 
bottom and deck leveling. Additional wood string¬ 
ers of mahogany are glued and clamped through 
the tail and extended from deck to bottom to 
stabilize the flanged finbox. Finish shaping is 
done in the traditional fashion. All colors are given 
at least three full coats of paint to sustain brilliance 
and longevity. Each board is laminated with two 
full layers of six-ounce S-glass on the bottom and 
three layers on the deck. Rails and chines get two 
additional full-deck patches. 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

The bottom shape is double-concave parallel 
to a flat planing bottom with hard, tapered chine 
rails, and gradual vee in the tail with extremely 
hard edges for optimum water release. The 
Gorge Classic is designed for high speed with 
maximum maneuverability, control, and ease of 
handling in moderate to extreme conditions. 

The extra nose rocker eliminates plowing and 
purling on downwind runs and in steep, erratic 
chop. The narrow pintail holds a track and keeps 
the board in control at the most extreme speeds 
and wind velocities. 


TOM JAMES’ COMMENTS: 

This board is a work of art. The rails, paint, 
graphics, sanding, and even the deck texture 
make it look as though it should be in a museum. 
Bauguess makes the boards himself, from begin¬ 
ning to end, and his pride is obvious in the 
finished product. 

On the water, the board is a screamer—super 
fast. While sailing, you can look behind you and 
see a perfectly smooth wake, like a water ski 
makes. Guess What boards use the K-box fin- 
box, which is infinitely stronger than a normal box, 
and K-fins fit it perfectly. Because of this, the 
water release is very clean. 

The board turned well, even though it was 
thick, and it had a very wide wind range because 
the tail was very gunny. This board is great in 
windy, gusty conditions. 

I didn't really like the way this board jumps. .It 
takes a lot of wind and chop to get it out of the 
water because it’s so narrow in the tail and the 
straps are set so far forward, but for people 
looking for control on the water, this board is 
perfect. The rails are so sharp and perfect that I 
was scared to do a lot of jump jibes and stuff. 
However, for people looking for speed, I believe 
this guy can make a board as fast as any, and his 
custom shop is well worth a visit. 

PERFORMANCE: 

92 

CONSTRUCTION: 

99 


l-TECH SAILBOARDS 


505 CASCADE ■ HOOD RIVER, OR 97031 ■ 503-386-6086 



Models Available: All Hi-Tech models are from 8' to 
9'3‘ 

Model Tested: 8 3" Gorge Design 
Dimensions: 8'3'X20.5’ Tail: IV Nose: 12' 
Price: $775, hull only 
Shaper: Terry Goldsmith 


CONSTRUCTION METHOD: 

The board is shaped from Clark double stringer 
blanks. The bottom lay-up has one layer of six- 
ounce S-glass and one layer of six-ounce K- 
glass. The deck has two six-ounce layers of S- 
glass, and one six-ounce layer of K-glass, with 
two deck patches under the straps. Chinook 
boxes are used for both mast and finbox and 
woodies reinforce the boxes. 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

The “Gorge Design" series has been devel¬ 
oped to offer a user-friendly, high-wirid board that 
will work in the Gorge and in other high-wind 
areas. With their flat-to-vee bottom, soft rails 
forward, and modified wave rocker, these boards 
are quick to plane and turn very easily, with quick 
rail-to-rail transitions. They’re designed for strong 
intermediate through expert sailors. 

TOM JAMES’ COMMENTS: 

This board is perfect. As much as I hate to say 
it, I can't find anything wrong with it. For turns at 
both low and high speeds, the Hi-Tech is great, 
and it's also easy to get out of the water. All- 
around, it receives top marks. 


it has a smoother response and isn't as snappy as 
the usual needlenose. but it still snaps. It has 
more tail rocker than most Gorge boards, so it 
really fits well into the swells. I think this board 
would also do pretty well in the ocean. The rails 
have a perfect tuck to them, so you never catch or 
hang up on turns. This is one of the best combi¬ 
nation boards: it's good for speed turns as well as 
tricks and slashy sailing. The outline of this board 
is clean and flowing. Not surprisingly, the board 
feels that way. too. 

I feel a sailor could hop on the Hi-Tech and 
instantly feel at home. It's extremely easy to ride 
for an 8'3‘. Somehow it feels longer and more 
stable than an 8'3’ on the straights and more lively 
than an 8'3‘ on the turns. Ah... the wonderful 
results of years of R & D. 

Its construction seems very good, although 
this board is fairly heavy for its size. I understand 
that Hi-Tech really glasses them up to withstand 
all the punishment that the Gorge can dish out. 
The only thing on this board that I didn't like was 
the strap placement, which was set too far for¬ 
ward to really maximize its performance. How¬ 
ever, it still got great jumps and was sweet in the 
air. You can't go wrong with Hi-Tech. 


PERFORMANCE: 

97 

constriirtirn- 


















NAISH HAWAII 



4TH AND STATE ■ HOOD RIVER, OR 97031 ■ 503-386-5363 


Models Available: Randy Naish Starship, Robby 
Naish Design, Pete Cabrinha Design, Jill Boyer De¬ 
sign, and Naish stock 
Model Tested: Randy Naish Starship 
Dimensions: 8*1" X 20" Tail: 113/8’ Nose: 11 1/8" 
Price: $995 with straps and skeg 
Shaper: Stevie B 


CONSTRUCTION METHOD: 

This board has double-lapped rails and is re¬ 
inforced under the footstrap area through the 
mast base area. Woodies are installed and 
molded in from top deck to bottom (an industry 
first) before the blank is shaped. Lamination is a 
combination of S-, K-, and E-glass for maximum 
strength. 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

Three years in development for high-wind and 
wave sailing in the Gorge and other locations, the 
Naish Y bottom and its variations will set the 
standards for other Gorge boards in the future, 
just as the Naish basic "V," designed in 1980, set 
the standards in design for today’s Gorge boards. 
TOM JAMES’COMMENTS: 

There's something special about walking down 
to the beach with a Naish under your arm. You 
feel like someone pulling up to a stoplight in a 
Ferrari, when everyone else is driving Fords. I 
didn’t let that influence me, but once I got on the 
water, I was hooked. 

I might as well say it now—this was my favorite 
board in the group. Not because it was a Naish, 
but because it sailed like a board with years and 


years of professional expertise behind it 

It was only 8' 1", but was amazingly stable, and 
when it did sink, the nose and tail sunk at an even 
level, making it easy to control. The thickness 
flow of this board is perfect—and very Hawaiian. 
Naturally, this board also had the famous Naish 
rails, which are tucked, yet still have a nice little 
vertical rail to them. 

The board slices through the water with ease. 
You can turn tight, tighter, and tightest—almost 
snapping it around like Randy does, and still 
come zipping out of the turn. I think it’s impossible 
not to have the best session ever on a board like 
this. It slashes the waves in a very surfy way, yet 
still has the speed and control to make it a Gorge 
board. It is very fast and super-comfortable to 
sail. 

This board wanted to be in the air. It was so 
confidence-inspiring that I was getting twists on 
jumps I'd never even tried before, and on every 
turn the board would let me try something new 
and different. 

The construction looked great, and even 
though Randy had been breaking the board in for 
me over the previous couple of weeks, it still 
looked good as new. All I can say is that Naish 
boards don’t just dominate Oahu, but the Gorge 
as well. 

PERFORMANCE: 

99 

CONSTRUCTION: 

97 



SAILBOARDS INTERNATIONAL 


P0 BOX 454 ■ HOOD RIVER, OR 97031 
503-386-5787 ■ FAX 503-386-7460 


Models Available: Pro Race 92’, 90*; Sport Race 88*, 
85; Gorge Team 84,81, and 710 (* Available in Feath¬ 
erweight Epoxy) 

Model Tested: Gorge Team 81 
Dimensions: 8TX 20.75 Tail: 12’ 

Price: $750 
Shaper: Jerry Percival 


CONSTRUCTION METHOD: 

All Sailboards International boards are built 
with multi-layer four- and six-ounce Hexel S-glass 
on the top and bottom and 17-ounce unidirec¬ 
tional “bombproof" foot patches. The bottom is 
double-lapped to provide breakproof durability. 
Hand-sanded rails ensure maximum linear 
strength and a beautiful finish. Only Chinook 
boxes and inserts are used, and come with a 90- 
day warranty. Adjustable inserts are available at 
no extra charge. 

MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

Sailboards International designs provide per¬ 
formance in a multitude of conditions. The unique 
bottom shape offers the planing and handling of 
a slalom board with the maneuverability of a wave 
board. All boards are hand-shaped in accor¬ 
dance with the sailor's height, weight, sailing 
ability, and area of use. The result is a proven 
design molded around the specific needs of 
every level sailor—a true custom sailboard. Sail¬ 
boards International custom boards are available 
exclusively through Hood River Windsurfing, Hood 


River, OR. 

Tflll lltfCC MUI1CIITC. 


Even though these boards are called Sail¬ 
boards International, I have never seen one out¬ 
side of the Gorge. However, in the Gorge the one 
I tried was hot! For an 8T, this board is extremely 
easy and comfortable to sail. It is wide, especially 
through the tail area, so it doesn’t require too 
much wind to get moving. It went through lulls 
really well, and it jumps like crazy. 

This board excels in snappy turns and moder¬ 
ate speed carves. It’s also great for bashing 
backside off-the-lips on the rolling Gorge swells. 
This board gets up quickly, and is good for doing 
tricks. The tri-concave design was very loose at 
moderate speeds, but when it really cranked, I 
had to back off somewhat to stay in control. 

A board like this would be great for a first-time 
Gorge sailor, because it has the feel of a shortboard 
(practically the only boards sailed in the Gorge) 
with the stability of a bigger board. This is the kind 
of board that an intermediate to advanced sailor 
could really improve on because it's forgiving, 
while the expert could sail it with confidence. It 
doesn't have mind-blowing speed, but its maneu¬ 
verability more than makes up for that. 

I like the feel of this board. The deck has the 
perfect amount of dome and traction, and the 
board has a really solid feel. It was a bit heavy, but 
it will probably last through quite a bit of abuse. 
PERFORMANCE: 

94 

CONSTRUCTION: 
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F leetwood, known for innovative boardsailing 
hardware, has added a new series of booms 
to ijs line of performance equipment. These 
new booms feature the strong, lightweight and 
adjustable Clamp-On boom front. Imagine 
having the ability to quickly and easily change 
your boom height without leaving the water, 
leetwood makes it possible. 

;twood boom rear ends are precision cut, 
Inlled, deburred, then burnished with a scotch 
brite wheel and anodized to seal the aluminum. 

This creates an anti-stick surface for the 
telescoping tubes which are set in a stiff fixed rear 
end with built-in cleat. 


For more information or the name of the 
Fleetwood dealer nearest you, call 
1-800-251-5222. In California, call 
1-800-242-3360. 


200 27th Street Sacramento, Ca. 95816 
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SHULER BOARDS 



64937 HIGHWAY 14 ■ WHITE SALMON, WA 98672 ■ 509-493-3733 
YEAR-ROUND ADDRESS ■ 237 HAMLET ■ SEASIDE, OR 97138 ■ 503-738-7651 


Models Available: Custom boards upon request 

Model Tested: 8 3" 

Dimensions: Width: 21 * Tail: 12" Nose: 12" 
Price: $800 (includes graphics) 

Shaper: Lanny Shuler 


CONSTRUCTION METHOD: 

This board is made with high-strength polyes¬ 
ter resin, S- and E-cloth. The bottom is two layers, 
both overlapping rails. It features three full-length 
layers, one overlapping bottom, and feet rein¬ 
forced with three added layers; there is a total of 
seven layers under heel. Chinook boxes are used 
for the fin and mast track. 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

This board is designed for a 150- to 175-pound 
sailor to use with a 3.5 to 4.5 sail in high-windswell 
conditions, with an emphasis on turning. 

TOM JAMES’ COMMENTS: 

Shuler has been around the Gorge for quite a 
while, but his shaping influences obviously come 
from the sea. He probably shapes and sails a lot 
of wave boards, because most of his boards look 
thin enough to handle the surf. This particular 
board is also very thin, but very fun. Its bottom is 
just flat into vee, so it takes a lot of wind to get 
moving, but once on a plane, even at moderate 
speeds, the board carved a great tight-radius 
turn. I particularly liked the way I could lean as 
hard as I wanted without bouncing in the turn. 

Since the tail is super thin, it hangs in there in 
very high winds, but of all the boards I tested, this 
needed the most wind to get going. I think this 


board may have too much tail rocker for the flatter 
spots in the river, but it’s perfect for surfing the 
swells. I like the way it’s set up. The straps are 
back and the board just feels good underfoot. It 
can jam some turns in the tightest places and is 
great on snap jibes. The board is very wave- 
oriented for a Gorge board, but it doesn’t really 
sacrifice any speed, which is very nice. This is a 
great board for the big 4.0 days and under. It has 
great lines, with the perfect amount* of rail tuck 
and outstanding graphics 

The construction seems good and the resin 
Shuler uses is particularly clear, making the graph¬ 
ics just jump out at you. Shuler has a great eye for 
color, and I’ve seen some outrageous graphics 
on some of his boards. It’s hard not to notice 
Shuler's boards in the window of his small shop, 
located just west of the bridge on the Washington 
side. I really like his style of shaping, as well. This 
particular model is great for the surfsailor who 
comes to the Gorge and wants to get some of the 
sensations of his wave board, while still having a 
real Gorge machine. 


PERFORMANCE: 

95 

CONSTRUCTION: 

93 


VELOCITY 



263 E. JEWETT ■ WHITE SALMON, WA 98672 ■ 509-493-1047 


Models Available: 8' Teaspoon, 8'3' Wavespoon 
Model Tested: 8'3 Wavespoon 
Dimensions: 8'3' X 23' Tail: 14' Nose 18' 
Price: $1,000 
Shaper: Tonylogosz 


CONSTRUCTION METHOD: 

The board is constructed using EPS core, 
high-density foam sandwich, with an E-glass lay¬ 
up. The woodies and finbox are bonded to the 
deck with wood. Heel areas have up to 40-ounce 
cloth regular lay-up and the board has 20-ounce 
Chinook adjustable inserts and one-piece boxes. 
MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

This board excels for freestyle, tricks, and 
moderate- to light-air wavesailing. The optimal 
sail size is 4.5 to 5.6. This board is great for doing 
transitions, but it's made to excel in all aspects of 
light-wind performance sailing. 

TOM JAMES’ COMMENTS: 

I entered the Velocity shop right when the com¬ 
pany was starting to play around with the spoon 
concept. They only had one Spoon around, 
which they admitted was a bit big for the condi¬ 
tions I was looking for, but I gave it a whirl anyway. 
Naturally, this board sails much differently than a 
“normal” Gorge board. 

It doesn't creep up to a plane like a lot of the 
little sinkers in the test—this board was almost on 
a plane before I sheeted in. It has great flotation, 
but that's not what's unique about it. The Spoon 
nose is a good six inches wider than the others in 
the test, and the board is a iumoina hovercraft in 


moderate conditions. If you’re someone who just 
never seems to get any air time, step on this 
board. Just lift the windward rail and you can pop 
a fairly good jump. This particular model was a 
little slow for Gorge sailing, but no one was getting 
more air than I was. 

Also, the Spoon is a lot of fun to try new tricks 
on (other than powerful carve jibes). It sails 
backwards with ease and can get planing in a tail- 
first position, which draws interesting looks on the 
River. For backside slashing, this board is the 
best, but I think this one was too big for the Gorge. 
The smaller Teaspoon would probably be a blast. 

This was the only epoxy board in the test, and 
it showed. The weight-to-volume ratio was con¬ 
siderably lower than that of the other boards I 
sailed, and the Spoon had a tight, responsive 
ping as it cruised over the bumps. I had a lot of 
fun on this board, but it's not for the speedster 
looking to blow other sailors’ doors off. Try the 
little Spoon for a good combination of speed and 
jumping. These boards are also fun to take out in 
the ocea. The wide nose can cruise over white- 
water with ease. The Spoon is not a board for the 
self-conscious. You get a lot of funny looks at the 
beach. 


PERFORMANCE: 

90 

CONSTRUCTION: 
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WEST WIND SAILBOARDS 



THE GORGE SURF SHOP - DOWNTOWN BINGEN 
BINGEN, WA 97605 - 509-493-3340 


Models Available: Custom shaped to order 
Model Tested: 8'6" Custom Prototype for CX 2.6 pro¬ 
duction model 

Dimensions: 8'6" X 20.5‘ Tail: 11" Nose. 1125" 
Price: Varies with construction materials 
Shaper: Steve Benet 


CONSTRUCTION METHOD: 

The boards are constructed with carbon fiber 
reinforced S-glass over a polyurethane core. 

Separate laminations of two cloth layers each 
are used top and bottom, with an additional layer 
at high-stress areas. This glassing schedule 
provides ultimate control of the cloth-to-resin ratio, 
necessary for optimum strength. Full-length 
“woodies" are glassed directly to the deck sur¬ 
face for full structural benefit. Lightweight poly¬ 
carbonate rod is used for footstrap inserts, pro¬ 
viding a chemical bond with the core. Four inserts 
per strap greatly reduce the chance of pullout. A 
unique “satin finish" bottom surface rounds out 
the attention to detail that assures quality per¬ 
formance in every hull. 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

West Wind Custom Sailboards are shaped 
and constructed to the individual rider’s specifi¬ 
cations. Instead of making a glass board that 
works for everyone, we will make sure that it's truly 
a custom, designed for a specific style and sailing 
conditions. West Wind is ready to design for 
sailors who know exactly what they need for 
optimum personal performance. 

TOM JAMES’ COMMENTS: 


Bart from the Gorge Surf Shop gave me this 
board and then said, “I don’t think you’re going to 
get to use it, because the wind is dying." Coming 
from Bart, I didn’t take that lightly because he 
knows the weather. What he didn’t know is that 
this board actually needs very little wind to have 
fun. I limped out on the nicely-proportioned 
gunny board, hit a wind line, and took off like the 
space shuttle. No wonder they build these things 
in Houston—probably at NASA headquarters. 

This board smokes. It’s really good for use 
with surfsails because the track is set farther back 
than most. The board also carves a good jibe, but 
it's a little sticky in the surfy maneuvers. It is so 
comfortable to cruise on that I could fly all the way 
across the river, do a standard jibe, then fly all the 
way back. Everyone else barely moved. Jump¬ 
ing this board is a blast. The straps are set 
sufficiently aft to really loft it up in the air, and the 
deck dome and nose width all seem to come 
together for perfect nose-dive landings. 

This board is made with a lot of carbon, so it 
has a stiff feel. This is a board on which you can 
do no wrong. It’s very easy to sail fast and 
straight. It’s not only a Gorge board; it would 
make a good high-wind board for other regions in 
the country since it's quick to plane. This is one 
of the fastest moderate-air boards in the test. 


PERFORMANCE: 

97 

CONSTRUCTION: 

95 


WINDANCE SAILBOARDS 



108 HIGHWAY 35 • HOOD RIVER, OR 97031 ■ 503-386-2131 


Models Available: 7’4\ 7’8', 7*1 r. 8'3\ 8'6\ 8'9\ 9'0\ Carlstrom's faculties—the board was a blast and 


9'3" 

Model Tested: 7'1V Gorge 
Dimensions: 7'11’X 20.25' Tail: 11.75' 
Price: $680 base without color, straps, or fin 
Shaper: Brian Carlstrom 


CONSTRUCTION METHOD: 

Windance polyester boards are constructed 
using the highest quality materials available: top- 
quality Clark Foam blanks, 100 percent S-glass, 
Reichold resin, and Chinook one-piece machined 
finboxes and mast tracks. 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

Windance “Gorge" series boards are designed 
for optimum performance in high winds and river 
or lake swells. The boards are famous for their 
quickness to plane, forgiveness in jibes, ease in 
handling, and durable construction. One unique 
feature of Windance boards is the safety nose— 
a rounded nose to help protect sailors and de¬ 
crease the risk of nose breakage. The company 
offers a three-month warranty on workmanship. 
TOM JAMES’ COMMENTS: 

A 7*11*? I questioned Brian Carlstrom about 
his reasons for building such a board. But it 
wasn’t the size that bothered me as much as the 
graphics. He gave me his wife Lorraine’s board, 
which had a big, pretty, pink rose on the bottom 
of it. Nice graphics if you're a bee, but I was trying 
to look tough. Walking down to the beach with this 
thing tucked under my arm just didn’t work. 


Nonetheless. I shouldn't have doubted crc 


I even got some compliments on the graphics. At 
7*11", this board is one of the slashiest in the 
group, but to my surprise, it was also easiest to 
sail. Brian himself has been known to go out on 
boards as small as 6'11*. Heck, some people are 
that tall. 

Anyhow, the Windance philosophy seems to 
be to go smaller than the competition, and frankly, 
it works. Virtually anytime you can go with a 
shorter length, as long as you stay with a good 
design, the board will be more maneuverable. 
This board was great in the air and easy to control. 

I even thought it was fast. 

The board has a well-thought-out design. Like 
all Windance boards, it has a safety blunt nose, so 
you won’t spear anyone, and the general con¬ 
struction just seems perfect. The distance be¬ 
tween the straps and mast track seemed short, 
but was perfect with my surfsails. 

Windance is a big name in the Gorge and the 
board that I rode was perfectly suited for a wide 
range of Gorge conditions. If you're looking for a 
really short board that's also easy to sail, ask 
Lorraine if you can borrow hers. (Just kidding, 
Lorraine.) Try one somehow. It's a great experi¬ 
ence to pull off maneuvers on the shortest board 
you’ve ever ridden. 

PERFORMANCE: 

97 

CONSTRUCTION: 
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Is Your Board Worth 
$ 199 . 95 ?* 



Get The Protection Ho Sailor Can Afford To Be Without. 

The WORLD TOUR® Case gives jou that protection, and keeps your board ready to ride 
when you need It. WORLD TOUR Cases feature Innovations like Double-Padded Ralls and 
Heavy Duty Nylon Tie-Downs, and all WORLD TOUR Board Cases are backed by a 1 Year 
factory limited Warranty. The result Is the ultimate In protection for every board you’ll 
own during the coming years. For a Free Brochure and n* 

the name of your nearest dealer, Call Us M Free at: /fj'T) HAC-IF1V 
( 800 ) 181 - 6481 . California residents please call U WATERSPOUTS 
( 808 ) 684 - 4987 . Dealer Inquiries Invited. Aetmorin corporation 


W®IILD T©UR 

first class travel equipment 


Summing Them Op 


BY TOM JAMES 


I know it sounds like I loved all the 
boards Well, they were all pretty hot, and 
in some cases I had a lot of trouble 
picking my top threes So, I’m going to 
make it easy on myself, and only list my 
favorite Gorge board in each category. 
Almost every shop in the Gorge has 
demos, so you can do the same test I did 
before you buy a board. Remember, 
these tests are just subjective—my opin¬ 
ion, and you should find out what you like 
for yourself 

Quickness to Plane: West Wind This 
'board just flew in light air. The Velocity 
did the same, but I didn’t feel as though I 
were going really fast in light air, as on the 
West Wind. 

Speed: Guess What Although I told the 
manufacturers I wasn’t really worried 
about speed, one board had to be the 
fastest and, in this case, the smooth flow¬ 
ing lines of the Guess What won out 

Carve Jibes: Dill. A carve jibe in the 
Gorge is full-on, full-speed, pull as many 
Gs as you can, and come whipping out 
with even more speed. There were a lot 
of hot jibers, but none did it with the ease 
of the Dill 

Slash Jibes: Windance. This is the 
way I like to turn—get back on the tail, 
point into the face of a swell, then snap it 
around. The short length, semi-wide tail, 
and tucked rails of the Windance made it 
perfect for these maneuvers. 

Jumps: A/a/sh. Something about the 
way this board felt made me feel like 
going for higher air, with more variations. 
This board is so confidence-inspiring that 
you forget about it, and just concentrate 
on the maneuver. 

Surfiness: Shuler. The tail rocker and 
lines combined to make the Shuler feel a 
lot like a wave board. It carves turns well, 
and I would have no reservations about 
sailing this board in head-high waves with 
high winds. I love a board that feels wavy, 
and the Shuler beat them all out. 

Shortboard Tricks: Velocity. Hands 
down, this is the easiest board to trick on. 
For light-air days, when jumps and speed 
aren’t really happening, you can go out 
and have a great time getting tricks down 
on this board. 

Ease to Sail: Cascade. This board 
was amazingly comfortable. I stepped on 
it and was sailing it as if I had owned it all 
my life. If you want a no-worry, great all- 
around board that you won’t ever have to 
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USING YOUR EXISTING EQUIPMENT! 
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Does knowing how fast you’re going let you go 


YOU BET! 


Don’t you sometimes wonder if you’re as fast as 
Fred Haywood? Don’t you think you could get just 
that little extra out of your rig? The NEW Speedwatch 
USA allows you to accurately see how different 
changes in sail trim, mast track position, foot loca¬ 
tion, etc., can affect your speed on the water. This 
lets you get the very most out of y° ur board and rig. 
You didn’t know you could sailthis fast! 


There is also an 
attachment to convert the 
Speedwatch USA into an incredibly 
accurate windmeter, important for determining sail 
size as well as any outdoor sport. 



The re-designed Spee<j wa tch USA is the latest To order * cal1 today, 1-800-843-7873 and we’ll 
in high-tech electronics. Totally vvat ® r -resist|int and rush one t0 y° u FAST! #8183001 $139.00 
solar powered, this lightweight indestructible unit 
displays board speed to one. t en th of a knot! Swiss- 
made precision insures ext rem0 accuracy, it installs 
in minutes without modify^ ur board, and car- 
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O n the shelf of today’s average 
windsurfing retail shop, there 
are as many fin designs as 
there are fish tails in the sea 
Ideas and concepts seem to leap out of 
the frothing foam of the ocean and 
clamor onto the shelves, with the prom¬ 
ises of ending ventilation forever. 

As we all know, not all of these 
ideas translate well into functional 
designs, and in the. last few years, 
we’ve learned an enormous amount 
about the use. abuse, and performance 
of the multitude of fins on the market. 
Problems involved with maintaining 
control of wetted surface areas has led 
to the use of multiple sizes, experimen¬ 
tation with various planforms, and the 
placing of holes in the side of the fin. In 
essence, acquiring a fin quiver will 
equip the sailor for all the various condi¬ 
tions he might encounter. 

Foil, planform, and surface area are 
the three primary items to consider 
when looking at the use of more than 
one fin. Rather than go on about 
angles or degrees and specific areas, 
consider your personal preference. If 
you haven’t been sailing a very long 
time, consider what looks appealing, 
fast, and functional. If you’re going to 
spend S65 on a fin, you’d best know it 
is right for the sailing conditions in your 
area. 


4 4 4 4 

Multiple 

Fins 


BY DEVIN RUIZ 


If you’re just learning, borrow some 
of your friend’s fins for a day and go out 
and do some testing on your own. If 
you live in a kelp-infested area, you 
might find that slotted, split, or upright 
fins are not functional If you sail on a 
lake, in mostly light winds, you certainly 
won’t need a seven-inch slotted wave 
fin (unless you plan to vacation in 
Maui), and you’ll find that a larger fin 
with more area and less rake angle 
would give you more speed, upwind 
thrust, and fun. 

Another way of maximizing the per¬ 
formance of your fins is to find out what 
the different fins do in different positions 
in the finbox. Moving the fin forward 
will loosen it up. while moving it back 
will help you make drawn-out turns and 
help you to go upwind. Remember that 
changing the position of your universal 
can also change the response of your 
fin. 


After a while you may discover you 
have improved the feel of your board— 
and therefore your confidence level— 
by about 500 percent What’s more, 
you'll have learned about the effects of 
changing wetted area, planform, and 
foil. But remember Each position of 
each fin relates only to specific wind 
conditions When the conditions 
change, so do the parameters. Having 
a good selection of highly-tuned fins is 
as important as having more than one 
sail. 

If you only had one sail to use all 
year, you'd be consistently over- and 
underpowered Think of the fin as your 
underwater sail It's smaller because 
the density of the water is 800 times 
greater than the density of the air, and 
greater density produces more force on 
the surface areas. With this in mind, 
you might look at investing in a quiver 
of fins before going out and spending 
big bucks on a new sail or board. 

If you’re like most people, you’ve 
probably used the same fin for three 
years and trust it works on anything. It 
probably works adequately most of the 
time and you've learned to deal with its 
problems. It undoubtedly works as well 
as a battenless, stock Windsurfer in 30 
knots of wind. But, hey, you’ve en¬ 
dured it this long, so you might just as 
well keep using the same fin, right? 
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BILOXI, MISS./MAY 20 & 21 on the beach directly in front of the Mississippi Coast Coliseum and Convention Canter 


$7,500 CASH PURSE 


ENTRY FEE: 

Amateur-$40 Pro-$75 $100(after5/5) 

ENTRY KIT INCLUDES: 

Goody Bag, dinner, refreshments, t-shirt, 

souvenir print. 

CLASSES: 

Professional and Amateur 

EQUIPMENT: 

One-design and Production 
' ik Charter boards available 


REGISTER BY MAIL TO: Mississippi Coast Fair & Expo 

Barq's Sail-A-Bration 
P.O. Box 4676 
Biloxi, MS 39531 


Or contact Caroline Gautier (601) 435-9093 or 
Jennifer Diaz (601) 388-8010 


ST HOTEL: Howard Johnson Coliseum Beach Resort 
$45 Single or Double. Mention ‘SAIL’’ 
3920 W. Beach Blvd., Biloxi, Ms. 39531 
iann\ OOQ.Q1R A nr ffiniV 3fiR-5555 




















Next year’s innovations this year. 
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SPACE SAVER! 

You will own your equipment for 
a lifetime, protect it now! 


• INSTALLS EASILY ON WALL 

• GARAGE, DEN, OR SHOWROOM 

• STEEL COMPONENTS 

• WHITE BAKED ENAMEL FINISH 


• ADD BRACKETS FOR FUTURE NEEDS 

• 5 INTERCHANGEABLE BRACKET STYLES 

• ADJUST OR REMOVE BRACKETS IN SECONDS 

• HOLDS UP TO 6 FULL SIZE BOARDS 



OTY. 

KITV-1,1 board on side 
(extra brackets $2ft50/Pajf) 

$4950 



KIT V-2,2 boards on side 

(extra brackets S3450ff>air) 

$5950 



KITH-2,2boards dal 

(ton Wctatt IMSOffsir. 2 Pair »»»> 

$7950 



WALL DISPLAY, 2 boards on angle 

(extra bracket* S3WXVP«iO 

$8950 



CA Residents add 65% 



SHIP: $650 per Kit. $4 per extra bracket pair 



W1t'ilftnirMCimWlV'&Mt 1 andhokl | Tg)? i 


Send Check or COD Order to: 

JMC Engineering 
14252 Culver A-611, Irvine, CA 92714 
714-552-1667 

Name----- 

Address_ 

_ Zip - 

Phone I for COD’s_ 

A/fovv 1 week UPS delivery 

net i enc wi.nJ«i hmrhnm 


Not so Streamlined lifting bodies, 
such as fins, can be viewed as "half of 
a wing” and are subject to the same dy¬ 
namic forces a sail or wing would en¬ 
counter Change your sail size and you 
change the center of effort drastically. 
Because it seems insignificant com¬ 
pared to the sail, the use of different 
fins of multiple sizes has been vastly 
overlooked. When you change your 
sail, you should also consider changing 
your fin size 

The fin is the key to control, be¬ 
cause it is the primary connection of the 
wind’s power to the water. The fin’s 
size, shape, and laminar flow patterns 
are as intricate and delicate as your 
most expensive sail. Basically, to 
improve performance you try to reduce 
drag. By reducing board, fin, and sail 
areas, you’ll reduce drag dynamically. 

Naturally, there is a limit in every 
wind condition but this is something you 
learn by experience. As surface area 
decreases and speed increases, the 
pressures per square inch increase ex¬ 
ponentially and all the drag elements 
are accentuated. Control turns into 
instability. Improve your overall 
performance by selecting the right fin 
for specific sailing conditions. 

Before you go out and buy six new 
fins at $65 a throw and a fin quiver bag 
instead of that new sail, you should 
invest some time and energy in learning 
about the parameters of selection 
involved with maintaining a fin quiver. 

If you sail only on the weekends, a 
fin quiver is even more important, 
because you never know what the 
conditions will require, and if you’re 
prepared, you’ll be assured a good 
day. 

Naturally, there are hundreds of 
things to consider, such as kelp, nets, 
chip, currents, etc., in all the different 
situations around the world, but the 
three categories to be covered in the 
selection of a quiver are the rake, foil 
placement, and tip shapes of each fin. 

To compare the rake angles, hold a 
square to the bottom of the fins and 
notice the angles at which they bend 
backwards. The three primary types of 
fins you’ll be comparing are slalom, 
surf-slalom, and slotted fins. The rake 
angle, foil placement, and tip shapes of 
these foils change with the require¬ 
ments of each. 

Rake angle is the slant of the 
leading edge. The greater the rake, the 
easier it is to turn off the wind, because 
the more vertical the leading edge, the 
more surface is exposed. It's just like 
raking your sail. Raking the sail moves 
the center of effort back and gives 
more control when you bear off. 

Holding the sail vertical will make you 
go upwind better. The fin works the 
same way. 

Foil placement is placing the draft of 

* ■ i (U« oi aI Ikft fir. I M. _ _ 



















































































































Come shop our new Gorge store” 

“Send me FREE The Whole Windsurf Catalog 
\ Name:_ 


Address: 


WINDSURF 
CATALOG 


9 AUTOMAXI 


\Shorton wind? 
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1 Sailboard p/arohouseK 
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SERIOUS SPEED. 


That's the reason we developed the 
Hammerhead™, a new high aspect ratio, 
uncompromising speed sail for those who 
want to break the legendary 40-knot 
barrier. It's no coincidence that the 
Hammerhead design resembles a highly 
efficient jet aircraft rear wing. This ultimate 
shape features a unique tapered rec¬ 
tangular planform; a square mast tip; a 
foot that totally seals the deck: and a 
semi-rigid "wing" shape mast fairing. No 
gimmicks. Just aerodynamically proven 
features combined to minimize induced 
drag. The result is a sail that delivers 
precise handling even in the strongest 


winds. Its low center of effort remains rock 
solid for more controlled power as your 
apparent wind builds. This provides a high 
wind range of performance and fantastic 
speed. Constructed of durable Trilaminate 
double-sided mylar and Kevlar® 
reinforced. Call or write today for more info 
Seriously. 

Banzai Surf Sails 
38807 Harper 
Mt. Clemens, MI 48043 
(313)468-7540 
(313) 468-9732 FAX 

U.S. Patent *4593638 
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PUT YOUR 
BEST FOOT 
STRAP 
FORWARD! 



a div. of Tac Trailers HR A* 

Strap Wraps are a non-padded protective skin of 420 denier 
nylon held in place by 2' wide Velcro ®. Their design keeps 
your original strap padding in great shape. Strap Wraps also 

• Feel good! 

• Cost less than replacement straps 

• Last longer than standard neoprene 

• Come in 4 colors ana 3 sizes 

Your money back if not completely satisfied. 

Make checks payable to: Tac Trailers 

Rd2 Box 188 Durham Rd. 
Ottsville, PA 18942 
Cost: S5.00 each— Shipping: Free 
To determine sire, measure circumference (around) of tool 
strap with tape measure Please indicate quantity below. 



Red 

Yellow 

Blue 

Lite Blue 

6-7 in. 





7-8 in. 





8-9 in. 






Name_ 

Address__ 

City_ 

Zip_Phone (_ 


.State 


PA residents include 6% sales tax 
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You’re looking at 
our latest catalog. 


Well meet any advertised sale price on any product in 
stock. Thafc any price- FROM ANY CATALOG! 
ANYWHERE! 

So, when you look at one of those expensive, glossy 
catalogs, consider how much it cost them to produce and 
mail it. Then check out Madd Mike's for Boston’s largest 
selection of windsurfing equipment and accessories. 



Madd Mike’s Windsurfing 

617-451-6181 • 


FREE SHIPPING 

Same Day Service No-Hassle Returns 


ATTENTION 

DEALERS! 

Carry WindRider the magazine 
of boardsailing! Our package 
includes a minimum of 5 copies 
plus a free display rack, WindRider 
newsletter, free shipping, and 
boat show & regatta promotions. 
You may increase or decrease 
your order to match seasonal 
traffic. Take advantage of our 
dealer program today! 



Fbr pricing and information con¬ 
tact: WindRider Magazine, RO. 
Box 2456, Winter Park, FL 32790 
(407) 6284802 
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• sail, if you move it back, the fin will be 

* more out-of-balance and will want to 

• turn rapidly, but if it’s set too far back, 

* the fin stalls more easily. Since a stall 
' is difficult to feel before it occurs, you 
' might not even notice it until you start 

* going pretty fast. Then—suddenly— 

* the fin will tend to vent and slow you 

* down. 

The tip design of a fin is similar to 

* the design of the top of a sail. If it’s 

• thick, wide, and round, you'll get more 

* power, but the fin won’t turn as well. A 
' narrow and thin tip will enhance your 

• turning ability. 

The vertical slalom planform has an 

• upright leading edge, which maintains 

• a high lift and locks the center of force 

■ into one location. This fin allows you to 

• go upwind, but these are high-aspect 

• fins that are designed to help drive the 

* board upwind; going off the wind is a 

# different situation. This fin gives the 

• board lift, which helps it plane quicker, 

• but when overpowered, it can twist onto 

* a plane and become difficult to control 

* in, both in higher winds or while on a 

* plane, going off the wind. 

The surf-slalom fin provides a tem- 

• plate which has more rake to the 

• leading edge. This increased rake 

• gives a feeling of looseness and 

• greater maneuverability. Like the fin of 
' a porpoise, this type of fin allows the 

* board to turn more easily and ride the 

* waves, off the wind, conforming to the 


bending lines of force. The foil of the 

* surf slalom is placed farther back and 

‘ has a rounded and narrower tip, which 

* also allows the fin to turn more easily in 
’ the waves. 

Slotted fins are the rage and there’s 
lots of hype going on about them right 

* now. The hole adds drag and reduces 
lift in low-wind situations. In the same 

’ situation, a solid fin of the same size 
' would probably be faster. When the 

* constant velocity of a board is well 

* above the limits of a foil, the reduction 
’ of area can work to eliminate other 

* problems that do not occur in the low- 

' wind situations, such as ventilation. At 
' present, the slot works to provide a 
'‘venturi" effect for the slotted pressures 

* and this may also have an impact on 
’ future fin developments in the control 
’ of this slotted flow. 

When sailing in waves, the speed of 
’ the board is relative to control of the 

* pilot. Because of the ever-changing 

" angles of the wave, controlling ventila- 
' tion became a serious problem and 
' numerous fin designs have evolved 
' that all try to conquer this problem. At 
' present, the slotted fin has proved itself 
' consistently. If you add drag and 
' eliminate ventilation control problems, 

' you’ll gain control in the surf. 

The end product is performance. If 
' you’re swept out to sea with a 6.5m sail 

* and the wind starts getting out of 

' control, put a hole in your sail and what 


* does it do? It increases drag, control, 

' and the overall ability to remain vertical. 

’ The pressures and situations involved 

* with big surf led to the development of 

* the slotted fin and its use in choppy, 

* high-speed conditions has been proved 

* valid. 

When you find your preferred fin, 

* you’ll notice that it will be made in 

' various sizes. Three fins of the same 

* shape and form, but with different . 

' areas, can be likened to a quiver of 

' sails. Use the big one on the light-air 
' days, the medium one with about 50 
’ square feet, and the small size when 
’ you expect to be overpowered and 

* need more control and want to avoid 
' spin-cut. 

Always keep your quiver in a 

* smooth bag, protected from scraping 
’ sand and wear. The quiver bag was 

’ created to protect your gear and it 

* serves its purpose well. In the bag, you 
’ should always store numerous fin 

* screws, tabs, a few pieces of wet and 
’ dry sandpaper, and a screwdriver. It 

' takes about two minutes to change your 
’ fin size and 10 to rig your sail. Don’t be 

* afraid to spend that extra bit of time to 
’ change your fin and you’ll notice an 

* improvement both in your performance 

* and in your fun. ■ 


* Co-owner of Maui Fin Company, Devin 
' Ruiz has been surfing and wave riding 
’ on Maui for the past seven years. 


WindRider 

Presents 


HOT NEW VIDEOS! 


from Robert 
Masters 




Boardsailing Year Volume Three 

All the fun and excitement of international boardsailing explodes on 
the screen in volume three of this classic video series! 


70- minutes of great entertainment including: 

* Worldwide regatta coverage * Equipment and technique features * 
Visits to Baja, Barbados, Hawaii, the Gorge, and other hot spots * 
Hot moves, like flat-water forward rolls, Gu-screws, and cheese rolls 

• Robert Territeheau's high-flying forward roll with a half twist * 
Edge-of-the-seat action * And much more! 


Boardsailing Year’s Guide to Better Gybing 

It's an elusive maneuver, but this new video will help you improve your 
gybing skills better than any other teaching aid. It's one you'll want to 
study time and time again! 


This 30- minute tape features: 

* Top sailors sharing their gybing secrets * Equipment suggestions * 
Insight on stance, attitude, and technique * Super comprehensive 
instruction * And more!! 


WindRider Magazine, P.0. Box 136, Mt Morris, IL 61054 
Enclosed is my check or money order for. $- 

- 


Address 
City 


.State. 


Zip. 


Qty—Boardsailing Year Volume three (R15) $59.95 $_ 

Qty._ Boardsailing Year's Guide to Better Gybing (R14) $ 34.95 $ 
Florida residents add 6 % state sales tax j~ 

Add $2 per item postage and handling 5 ” 

Total ~ 


To order by credit card: I_Ivisa I—iMasterCard OAmerican Express 

Card#_ Ex P- Date - 


Signature. 


To order by phone wthyour Visa, MasterCard or American Express. Call 
toll-free: 1 -800-992-2177 (in Illinois, call: 1-800-892-0753) 
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Fore and Aft Ring 
Boomstraps 

E ver had one of those sessions 
where you never seem to be 
able to get your harness lines 
just right? Either they pull too 
much from the front or too much from 
the back and the entire day is miser¬ 
able. Worse than that, ever had your 
bulky harness line boom strap set right 
where you want your hand to be? 

You’re forced to sail either with a super¬ 
wide or narrow grip, or get your hand 
methodically gnawed away by a crusty 
old boom strap. Naturally, moving the 
straps is out of the question, as they 
seem super-glued in place, so you just 
have to deal with it until you get a hor¬ 
rendous blister or get fed up with 
altering your grip. 

The problems are easy to solve; 
either you become Craig Maisonville, 
who doesn’t use a harness, or you 
become rich and buy a lot of booms 
I’ve probably tried 50 different boom- 
strap/harness line set-ups, and there 
are quite a few that work well if you 
have a boom for each sail. But if you're 
extending your booms in and out, you 
need to be able to move your lines 
accordingly. 

There are plenty of systems that 
allow you to move your lines, but they 
don’t generally stay in place after you 
move them. If you're anything like me, 


Harness 

Line 

Straps And 
Roof Rack 
Pads 


MAY 1989 


you've settled on a system that works 
okay and tried to forget about the 
problem. Even so. I’ve always thought 
the harness lines available on the 
market were the weakest link in the 
entire sailboarding chain. 

Then, on a day which will most cer¬ 
tainly receive a red letter on my 
windsurfing timeline, I received a 
package in the mail from Windsurfing 
Hawaii, as if they knew I was suffering 
from harness line anxiety. Whenever I 
see a package from WH, I open it 
immediately because it always contains 
something cool. And this time was the 
best yet. 

Inside was a package of their Fore 
and Aft Ring Boomstraps, and the 
instant I saw them, I knew they were the 
answer to my, and probably everyone 


else’s, harness line problems They’re 
so simple, but they work so perfectly. 

The straps are simply a length of 
webbing about a half-inch wide with 
stainless steel O-nngs on each end. 
They’re looped into a circle, one end 
through the other, and are free to adjust 
to a variety of boom thicknesses. To 
put them on, you just slip them over the 
end of the boom, slide them approxi¬ 
mately into place, and loop a line 
through the hanging 0-rmg ends (See 
photo.) To adjust them, you just slide 
the units where you want them and 
when you apply pressure, they stay put. 
To adjust the line length, you just feed a 
little more or less through the loop. No 
knots, no hassles 

What I like most about the product, 
though, is that they maintain a low 
profile on your booms. If you put your 
hand over them, you barely feel them 
because the bulky rope hangs through 
the O-ring about an inch below the 
boom, and the strap itself lies flat 
around the boom. The thing is so clean 
arid simple, I found myself asking, "Why 
didn’t someone think of this sooner?" 

As it happens, someone did. Larry 
Stanley, Vice President of Windsurfing 
Hawaii’s Research and Development 
department, told me that this was the 
design originally used way back when 
the boys at Windsurfing Hawaii in¬ 
vented the harness. They didn’t stick 
with the design because the method 
didn't work well with the old teak 
booms. 

They work perfectly with today's 
booms, though, and the only negative 
point I have ever heard brought up 
about these straps is that they wear out. 

I got my first set in May, used them two 
weeks in Maui, all summer in the Gorge, 
then another six weeks back in Maui, 
and they’re still holding up as I write 
this, after a variety of Baja trips and 
three weeks in Aruba. The straps (not 
the lines, which I have worn through a 
couple times already, but are cheap to 
replace) are showing some wear, but 
Larry Stanley informed me that I can 
reverse them, and after that, turn them 
inside out and reverse them again— 
essentially quadrupling their life. 

With this added bonus, I believe 
they will last the average sailor at least 
three seasons. Durability is simply not 
a problem, and as I said before, I can't 
find anything at all wrong with them. 

The only problem I have now is what to 
do with all my extra booms. For more 
information, contact Windsurfing 
Hawaii. 495 Pine Avenue, Goleta, HI 
93117, or circle reader service card 
















VELA 


HiTech 


Features: ^ 

• Rigging, equipment, and tech 
nique basics 

• On-the-water demos or in-shc 
video seminars 
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SAILBOARDS 


FREE 


Color brochure and 
color decal. Shows you 
how to experience 
the ultimate ride. 

Call (619) 453-5224 
or write today! 
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HAWAII FREESTYLE • P.O. Box 991 • Cardiff by the Sea • California • 92007 



SpeedsLocksl 


BOARD INSURANCE WITH 
ONE LOW PREMIUM 


® 



PADLOCK & CABLE NOT INCLUDED - 


Available by Mail Order 
In the United States (duty paid) 
$12.95 U.S. Funds plus $2.00 
Handling & Priority Mail. 

For information call 
1 - 800 - 361-4912 
Payment by check, 

Money Order or C.O.D. 
Absolute satisfaction guaranteed. 

motion DESIGN CREATIONS INC. 

P o Box 359, Hudson, Quebec 
Canada, JOP 1 HO 
(514) 458-4367 
United St«tM Patent N # 4.680,949 
Pit Pend. • Canada. Australia. Europe & Japan 
Dealer inquiries invited 
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Made in U.S A. 


• Top Quality 

• Custom Made 

• Direct Prices 

• Individual Attention 
& Service, 

Choice of: monofilm, 
scrim mylar or surf 
mylar 9 Call for 
information. 


1-800-93-SAILS 
OR 305-664-8056 
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Protective Pads 


D know a place in Southern California 
where the wind blows about 5.2 
weather nearly every day in the 
summer It’s barely mentioned at all 
in the press, yet it's home base for the 
company that produces the best board 
transporting equipment on the market. 
The place is Hurricane Gulch, San 
Pedro, and the company is Xstreamhne. 



While most people believe you need 
to be in Maui or the Gorge to do any 
serious windsurfing R & D, the guys at 
XSL continually prove this isn’t so. 

Their board bags are used by the top 
touring pros and can withstand the 
rigors of frequent flyer mileage, but for 
those of us who do most of our 
windsurfing traveling on the ground, 
they make another great product. 

Xstreamhne full-length rack pads 
are not only the best pads for carrying 
boards on your racks, they’re also the 
classiest. Most rack pads have garish 
colors, spin around when there aren’t 
boards on them, and have logos touting 
some shop or tatoo parlor that are big 
enough to show up on Russian satellite 
photos. In addition, the pads are 
usually small and don't cover the lump 
where the crossbar goes through the 
bracket. Nothing is worse than 
cranking down on your ties, only to hear 
the sound of Thule breaking through 
epoxy. 

The Xstreamline rack pad is a thick, 
full-length one-piece unit that covers 
the rack from one end to the other, 
essentially making it impossible to 
damage your board by tying it down. 
Furthermore, the pad is covered with a 
classy, understated heavy black 
material that's nearly impervious to 
tears, and it looks good. The only label 
on the pad is a small, grey XSL, which 
is barely visible at two feet, let alone 
from the air. 

What more can I say? They work 
great, look great, and last forever. I’ve 
had mine for over two years and they 
look good as new—and much better 
than other companies' brands do new. 
To get yours, contact Xstreamline at 
1902 Pacific Avenue in San Pedro, CA 
90731, or circle reader service number 
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DASHIN' DAVE ON HIS DOUBLE CONCAVE 


I-544-WIND TO PLACE YOUR ORDER OR 
VISIT A SAILWAYS NEAR YOU! 


O’Neill Reflex Convertible With Snake Skin. A warm and 
flexible one piece steamer with removable sleeves. 3mm 
Nylon I (Snake Skin) body with 2mm Nylon l (Snake Skin) 
sleeves. Vertical back zipper and snug fitting neck seal. 
Men's XS - XXL & MT, Women's 8-16 (even sizes only). 
Water temperature range >50 degrees. 

Order # ONL9161 (men) #ONL9461 (worn.) $169 

Order Your Free 64 Page 
Sailways Catalog Today! 


Neil Pryde Slalom Booms. A very stiff and 
durable micro-adjustable slalom boom com" 
plete with a Chinook clip on front end. Avail¬ 
able in two lengths. 88 degree bend 
accomodates any RAF or camber induced sail. 
Specially priced! $149 


This RAF Radial Slalom sail has been 
specially built for Sailways by Freedom. 
With its Draft Stabilizer Strap, the sail 
shape is "locked in" for incredible accel¬ 
eration, a broad wind range and an un- 
paralelled top end speed. Top quality 
scrim mylars make sail lightweight and 
durable. This is the ideal all around RAF 
slalom sail. 


SIZE 

MAST 

BOOM 

CAT# 

PRICE 

4.7 

15’0"* 

5'5" 

FRSRS47 

$349 

5.4 

157"* 

6’1" 

FRSRS54 

$364 

6.3 

16'3"* 

6'8" 

FRSRS63 

$379 

7.1 

16'9"* 

7*4" 

FRSRS71 

$392 


Sailways has the best selection of high 
performance slalom boards available 
from Ace Tec, Angulo, Fanatic, F2, Hi 
Tech, Jimmy Lewis, Scatrend, West 
Winds, Windsurfing Hawaii and many 
more! Call today 


Da Kine Speed Seat. A high qual¬ 
ity, full support seat harness which 
offers comfort and durability. 
Available in Unisex sizes XS - XL. 
Assorted colors available. $79.95 


il 





Sailways 
299 Wordin Ave. 
Bridgeport, CT 06605 

707 _77£ 0/1A7 


Windbome +Sailways Sailways of Mystic 

Summit Place, Rt. 1 2 Pearl St. 

Branford, CT 06405 Mystic, CT 06355 

707.878.0904 707 cia 


Sailways of Manhattan Sailways of New City 
859 Broadway 14 North Main St. 
New York, NY New City, NY 10956 


Sailways of Southampton Sailways of Plymouth 
1686 North Hwy.. Rt. 27 303 Court St. 

Southampton. NY 11968 Plymouth. MA 02360 
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GO THE BAY WAY 


alifomia Boardsailor Magazine’s 
"Bay Guide" is the first-ever 
comprehensive travel and 
exploration planner for the 
greater San Francisco Bay area. The 
guide includes sunny lake spots for the 
family as well as speed, wave, and 
chop spots for the intermediate and 
advanced sailor. Inside every guide is 
a glove-compartment-sized pull-out 
map that directs you to 82 sailing spots. 
Take a spin through this guide and you 
may never make it to Maui this summer! 

To get a guide in less than two 
weeks, send $6, including postage and 
handling, to California Boardsailor Bay 
Guide, 2411 Mission Street, Suite A, 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060. For additional 
information, circle reader service card 
number 103. 


TWO, TWO, TWO 
SAILS IN ONE 


ulti-Sail International Inc. has 
truly developed something 
innovative with its Multi-Sail, a 
sail that has the dimensions 
and shape of two sails in one The 
Multi-Sail uses a removable foot panel 
with a standard adjustable headcap or 
mast base. The sailor simply removes 
or adds the foot panel, adjusts the mast 
base or headcap, then retunes the sail 
to change sail sizes even while on the 
water. Multi-Sail’s new 1989 sail line 
includes five different sail series and 23 
new designs. 

To find out more, contact Multi-Sail, 
1781 Whittier Ave., Costa Mesa, CA 
92627, or circle reader service card 
number 106. 

HOOKED ON 
UNISPORT 


f you think that uphauling is one of 
I the most difficult and frustrating 
tasks in boardsailing, you’ll certainly 
J be interested in the E-Z Uphaul 
system from Kameag Boardsailmg 
Products. The E-Z Uphaul fits high 
above the boom to increase uphauling 
leverage and lets you sail with your 
booms set lower for greater control 
Developed by a physicist and 
boardsailor, the system consists of a 
lightweight molded plastic mast 
hugger, with a white line and an uphaul 
extension in red, blue, or green. 

To get the lowdown, contact Kamag 
Boardsailing Products, 342 Bedford St., 
Concord, MA 01742, or circle reader 
service card number 102. 
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RACKS FOR YOUR 
RAG TOP 


T hinking about trading in your VW 
convertible for some wheels 
that'll carry boards more easily? 
Think again! A car rack de¬ 
signed just for Volkswagen Cabriolet 
and Rabbit convertibles is now avail¬ 
able from North Tower Wind Products. 
The "Rag Top Rack” is compatible with 
Yakaima ™ accessory fittings, enabling 
convertibles to carry skis, bikes, and 
sailboards. 

To find out more, contact North 
Tower Wind Products, 601 43rd Ave., 
San Francisco, CA 94121, or circle 
reader service card number 100. 


arrecrafters, makers of the Unis- 
< port multisport car rack system, 
D ) n ow has a special attachment 
for cars with side-to-side 
luggage carriers. Called the US-277, 
the kit is designed to fit the US-1200 
series, Barrecrafters' locking and non¬ 
locking rack bars for vehicles with 
raingutters. The kit consists of four 
special hooks that fit the adjustment 
tracks of luggage carriers on vehicles 
manufactured by Ford, General Motors, 
Honda, and Subaru wagons, among 
others. Known for its Flexible Fit 
Advantage, the Unisport System 
provides a secure fit for virtually any car 
on the road today. 

For more information, contact the 
Shelburne Corporation, Box 158, 
Shelburne. VT 05482, or circle reader 
service card number 104. 










































THE GOOD, THE 
BAD, AND THE 
UGLY 


et ready to sail ugly with one of 
ir 15 striking T-shirt designs from 
I Sail Ugly Productions. These 
Wfl colorful shirts feature everything 
from hardcore boardsailing to breezy 
beach themes with such captions as 
“Chop It Up," "Bermuda High," and 
“Perfect Balance." Also included are 
oversized boxers, sweats, decals, and 
tie-dyed shirts. Printed on 100 percent 
heavyweight cotton, these shirts will 
brighten up even the darkest days. 

Get the bottom line by contacting 
Sail Ugly Productions, Box 172, West 
Wardsboro, VT 05360, or circle reader 
service card number 101. 


A FEAST FOR THE 
EYES 


_ I agle Productions has just 

* —I released Force 10, Sail the 
| Gorge , a 65-minute video about 

_□ high-performance windsurfing in 
the Columbia River Gorge. The video 
highlights some of the best sailors and 
sites in the Gorge with state-of-the-art 
camera work and original music from 
three of Seattle’s top musicians. This 
entertainment/documentary style piece 
captures that special something about 
sailing in the Gorge, including its fast 
sailing action, its interesting characters, 
and its unique setting 

For more information, contact Eagle 
Productions Inc., 58 East Boston, 
Seattle, WA 98102, or circle reader 
service card number 105. 
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f the water is too cold or there’s not 
any wind or water nearby, you can 
2 still practice your moves and have a 
J ball by mounting your windsurfing 
sail and universal joint on a Windcruiser 
from Supercruiser, Inc. The Wind- 
cruiser is designed for smooth sailing 
on beaches, dry lake beds, and parking 
lots. It features four eight-inch pneu¬ 
matic four-ply tires, precision bearings, 
responsive U trucks, and a 3 T- by 10- 
and-a-half-inch plywood laminated 
deck. The big, air-filled tires roll easily 
over hard sand, concrete, grass, and 
dirt. 

If you want a sail specifically 
designed for landsailing, try the 
Windskate Sail, which connects and 
disconnects easily. For all the info, 
contact Supercruiser, Inc., 2A Red 
Plum Circle, Monterey Park, CA 91754, 
or circle reader service card number 
107. 


WALK ON WATER 


ired of conventional footstraps 
that absorb water and slow you 
down? Then you'll be interested 
| in the new superlight Footgrips 
from Shark Technology, Inc. These 
footstraps come in two models: the one- 
ounce Full Competition and the two- 
ounce Semi Competition. Both were 
designed with light weight, comfort, and 
winning in mind. Both Footgrip models 
are fully adjustable to the width and 
slope of any foot and will fit custom or 
production boards. 

If you're looking for that extra 
winning edge, contact Shark Technol¬ 
ogy. Inc.. 795 S. High Street, Denver, 
CO 80209, or circle reader service card 
number 108. 


CLOCK ME, DOC 



1 ant to know how fast you're 
going, but can't afford the 
latest high-tech speed gun? 
Then check out this “board- 
meter" from Dr. Max Speed. Dr. 
Speed's boardmeters indicate the top 
speed reached during a run by 
measuring the amount of water pres¬ 
sure directed against a tube mounted 
two inches below your board and 
attached to the side of the skeg. The 
boardmeters are accurate, affordable 
and can be used over and over to 
measure your improving performance 
To find out more, contact Dr Max 

FLTPfl'nR 53 W ' M , ichi9an St - 0rla ndo, 
FI 32806, or circle reader service earn 

number 109. ara 





















































Call OCEAN QUEST" 

& Cruise into Aquaventure 




Coral 

Deck 


Reef Deck 


WHALE’S TAIL 


LAUNCH 

RAMP/ 


Enjoy the comfort of a first class cruise ship 
with the excitement of the world’s first floating 


Oiiise and Diving Itineraiy 


CABIN CATEGORIES 
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SHOSI 


day 

POBT 

ARRIVE/DEPART DIVING 
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Saturday 

New Orleans 

- / 4 p.m. 


STARFISH CABINS $1795 

Sunday 

At Sea 

- / - 

Orientation 



Monday 

Cozumel 

6 a.m. / 8 p.m. 

2 links AM 

2 links PM 

□ 

SEA HORSE CABINS $1450 

Tuesday 

Belize 

6 a.m. / - 

2 Tbnks AM 

2 T^nks PM 

1 Tank NITE 

■ 

■ 

SUNFISH CABINS $1295 

MANTA RAY CABINS $1095 

Wednesday 

Belize 

- / 7 p.m. 

2 links AM 

2 links PM 

• ■ 

l—i 

Thnrdav 

Cancun 

6 a.m. / 5 p.m. 

2 T^nks AM 

□ 

DOLPHIN CABINS $995 


dive/watersports resort. Watersports features 
include the fabulous 375-foot Adventure Deck 
with private lockers, eight 32-foot custom dive 
boats, world’s largest air filling system, com¬ 
plete photo/video and gear rental/repair cen¬ 
ters; 3-man hyperbaric chamber, sailboards, 
sailboats, kayaks, jet- and waterskis, as well 
as deep water fishing. All levels of instruction 
are available for all sports by our professional 























































































































































































WE should have called 
ocean Quest 

Action Vacations 

For High Wind, Low Wind And No Wind. 


A fabulous new concept! 
A complete windsurf 
resort aboard a first class 
cruise ship. A 7 night 
cruise from New Orleans 
lets you sail at 4 different 
Caribbean destinations 
in 2 countries; Island of 
Cozumel, reef and atolls 
of Belize and Cancun. 
Ocean Quest’s Windsurf 
Center is located on the 
ship’s Adventure Deck, 
six feet above sea level. 
Rig and launch direct 
from the deck’s platforms 
into crystal blue water. 
Beach access also 
available. 

Center includes full 
training and certification 
programs for all skill 
levels. Unique component 
rental system featuring 
prestigious brands like 
Bic, Mistral, Gaastra, 
and Neilpryde allows you 
to try high tech gear with 
your own, which is 
welcome on board. Basic 
rigs, free of charge. 
Friends and family will / 
have plenty to do while; 
you’re riding the wind. 
With Ocean Quest’s total 
watersports experience, 
hardcorers may even 
skip a day of sailing. 


1 

AW® 


YOU MISSED thiBOATI 

OCEAN-QUEST 

IS THE TOTAL 
WATERSPORTS EXPERIENCE 


ULTRA 



CALL NOW! AND BOOK 

thb> cruise into aquaventure 

1 - 800 - 338-3483 

peters Street - New Orleans, LA 70130-1620 
USA - Tel: 504 586-8686 
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FINDER 


MARTHA’S 
VINEYARD AND 
NANTUCKET 


No two neighboring islands could be 
more different than New England's 
Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket, but as 
Kay Robberson reports, what they have 
in common are some super windsurfing 
spots ... 


t’s a hot summer day. Traffic in Bos¬ 
ton is snarled as usual. In urban New 
England, tempers are cooking in the 
a concrete heat. About 60 miles south 
of Boston, the afternoon southwesterly is 
tunneling up the coast, through Vineyard 
Sound and on to Cape Cod. A fleet of 
ferries works these waters fulltime so that 
you and I can do what the rich have done 
for years: flee to the islands of Martha’s 
Vineyard and Nantucket. 

If it were cheaper and easier for 
boardsailors (and their cars and equip¬ 
ment) to get there, both islands would be 
overrun by now. The water is warm, 
thanks to the Gulf Stream, and the sum¬ 
mer southwesterly air conditioner is prac¬ 
tically guaranteed. Both islands are 
beautiful, sandy, and scented by salt air, 
and no matter what time of year you visit, 
you’re going to get wind. 


MAY 1989 


Nantucket 

□ 

Outer 

Banks 

□ 

Puerto 

Rican 

Pro-Am 

Although Martha's Vineyard and Nan¬ 
tucket are neighbors in the Atlantic, they 
have less in common than you might 
think. Martha’s Vineyard is much closer 
to the mainland in character and location. 
A seven-mile fetch from Woods Hole, 
Massachusetts, lands you in Vineyard 


Haven or Oak Bluffs if you travel by ferry. 
Vineyard boys like Nevin Sayre and Ever¬ 
ett Bramhall have for years made the 
crossing on whatever board they happen 
to be sailing that day. “If the wind doesn’t 
die, it takes me about 12 minutes,” 
Bramhall says. 

Two hours from the mainland and 30 
miles out to sea, Nantucket is a world 
away. It’s an island of low rolling moors 
and miles of endless sandy beaches. It’s 
so sandy that over the years, the Atlantic 
and the island’s continually shifting 
sands have shaped and re-shaped its 
contours. 

Thanks in part to the Gulf Stream, the 
climate of both islands supports a long 
boardsailing season. From early spring 
through early December, the locals are 
out tearing it up. Year-round Vineyard 
resident Andy Farrissey reports that 
boardsailing is Very popular among 
people who live and work there, and that 
it’s not unusual to see 20 people out 
sailing in February On Nantucket, Lou¬ 
isa Herrick admits that for local sailors, 
and there are lots of them, there really is 
no "off-season.’’ 

By far the most popular and acces¬ 
sible area for boardsailing on the Vine¬ 
yard is State Beach, a long stretch of 
coast between Oak Bluffs and Edgartown 
on the northeast side of the island. In the 
prevailing southwesterlies, this can be 
the windiest spot on the island. Here you 
have a choice: you can sail the flat, 
shallow waters of Sengekontacket Pond, 
or cross over the beach and check out 
conditions on the ocean. This is the main 
boardsailing hub during the summer 
months, and it works in most wind direc¬ 
tions. If you want to challenge the tricky 
shorebreak and onshore winds, try Kat- 
ama on the south shore. 

On Nantucket, Jetties Beach is the 
boardsailing mecca. Here you'll find 
plenty of sand, access to open water and 
plenty of company. “I’d say that 98 per¬ 
cent of all Nantucket sailors sail Jetties," 
says Louisa Herrick. You can sail Jetties 
Beach in most wind directions, and if 
you're visiting Nantucket without your 
own equipment, you can rent it right there 
from Little Richard's. 

Veteran Nantucket sailors all recom¬ 
mend a trip to Pocomo or Wauwinet, up in 
the head of the harbor. Just as it does on 
the Vineyard, the southwesterly picks up 
speed as it blows over the island. "It can 
be blowing 12 to 14 at Jetties," says 
Herrick, "and 16 to 18 at Pocomo." 
Pocomo is Nantucket's boardsailing drag 
strip, offering excellent flat-water speed 
sailing on days when the folks up in 
Boston are melting. 

The downside of sailing these two is- 

















Take a trip to Nantucket, a world all its own 
just 30 miles out to sea, and famed for the 
sailing ships docked there in days of yore. 


DARRELL JONES 


land retreats is cost. You will need trans¬ 
portation and getting a car to either island 
is expensive, assuming you can even get 
a reservation for your car (virtually impos¬ 
sible during the summer). Car rentals are 
available, but they're not cheap, either. 
Accommodations are pricey on both is¬ 
lands, particularly in summer, and camp¬ 
ing is prohibited on Nantucket. 

On the bright side, you can rent good 
boardsailing gear on both islands, but as 
Louisa Herrick points out, it's always a 
good idea to reserve equipment in ad¬ 
vance. Herrick, like most boardsailing 
islanders, is always happy to share local 
knowledge. If I were to reveal the "secret 
spots" on these islands, the locals would 
never forgive me. But if you travel to the 
islands and talk to the people who sail 
there, you'll find some of the best 
boardsailing in New England. 
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During the summer season (May 15 
through October 14), Steamship Author¬ 
ity vessels make four round trips daily to 
Nantucket and 16 daily to Martha's Vine¬ 
yard. During the off-season there are six 
daily trips to the Vineyard and three daily 
trips to Nantucket from Hyannis. 

Reservations for cars to and from the 
islands are necessary and must be 
booked well in advance. No advance 
reservations are needed for passengers 
on foot, and cars may be left at Steamship 
Authority parking lots in Woods Hole and 
Hyannis. Sailboards are categorized as 
bicycles if you’re traveling as a foot pasr 
senger; the charge per board is $2.50 
oneway. 

Although it's impossible to get a car 
reservation during the peak summer 
months, the ferries to the Vineyard do 
have a guaranteed standby policy. If 
you’re on the mainland standby line by 4 
p.m., the Steamship Authority guaran¬ 
tees that both car and driver will be deliv¬ 
ered to Martha's Vineyard “sometime that 
night.” In fact one-quarter of all cars 
utv mon 





welcomes you to MSLTli with... 

O the best sailing conditions in the world 
O Maui’s largest and best rental fleet 
O Maui’s best lesson programs 
O Maui’s best retail facility 
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Travel Packages: 

O Air O Deluxe Condo 

O Car O Equipment with 

unlimited exchange 

7 Nights: $799" 

* per person/doublc occupancy/mldwcck west coast flights 

Reservations or information: 

800o367o8047, ext. 170 

003-572-5301 




In Canada, call 

Tft« ultimate in Sport Travel 

Toronto 416*929-0009 
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800*231*695 


Hawaiian Island Windsurfing 
460 Dairy Road, Kahului, Maui, Hawaii 96732 




































































































EXPERIENCE THE EXTRAORDINARY! 

COME AND JOIN US FOR 
THE BEST WINDSURFING IN THE WORLD. 

Choose from any of our single island destinations or our new and excitng 
multi-island windsurfing packages. Now you can sail two or more islands in 
1 week! 

We custom plan your dream windsurfing vacation to meet your every 
need — all ability levels and non-windsurfers, flat water and wave sailing, 
individuals and families, basic lessons to exciting guided coastal tours! 

Hawaii, Mexico, and Caribbean — Our personalized complete windsurfing 
packages can take you to the best wind anywhere in the world! 


CALL 24 HOURS 
1-800-999-7944 
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GET ON THE RIGHT COURSE 


CORPUS CHR1ST1 ..... MAY 22-28 PUERTO RICO . JUNE 20-25 

CURACAO . MAY 30 -JUNE 4 SAN FRANCISCO.. JUNE 27-JULY 2 

AR UBA . JUNE 6-11 HOOD RIVER. . JULY 6-9 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC ... JUNE 13 -18 


Win they ware racing nr raging. Ilic Wind Ruler Travel Desk ran get you mi course. 
(nil I'm ngaliu t'ackagcs today 1 800-237-944. r > Nulmmcidc .or 107 - 6 17-2170 Orlando 


Act now! Don’t miss the 1989 Pro/Am racing circuit. 


m 


- *■&** 






going to the islands travel standby. 

Fares for passengers going to 
Martha's Vineyard are $7 round trip in the 
off-season and $7.50 between May 15 
and October 14 Fares for Nantucket- 
bound passengers are $16 off-season 
and $17 peak season. Vehicles ferried to 
the Vineyard cost $27.50 round-trip off¬ 
season and $53 peak Vehicles going to 
Nantucket are charged $86 round-trip off¬ 
season. and $133 round-trip from May 15 
to October 14. For more information, 
contact Steamship Authority, Box 284, 
Woods Hole, MA 02543, 508-540-2022 




In Martha’s Vineyard, there are inns, 
hotels, and boarding houses sprinkled 
throughout the island, except in the west¬ 
ern portion, up-island. There are no 
public campsites on the island, but sev¬ 
eral private ones that charge daily rates. 
Camping on the beaches is prohibited. 
The Hanover House, run by Barbara 
Hanover, is a lovely old inn that welcomes 
boardsailors and even offers locked 
board storage. It’s open year-round and 
is located at 10 Edgartown Road, Box 
2107 G, Vineyard Haven, MA02568,508- 
693-1066. For complete information, 
contact the Chamber of Commerce, Vine¬ 
yard Haven, MA 02568, 508-693-0085. 

In Nantucket Town, there are many 
attractive hotels, inns, and guest houses, 
some open year-round. The Wausinet 
House is a great place to stay; it’s out of 
town-and quiet. There are no campsites 
on Nantucket. For good advice on where 
to stay, contact Indian Summer Sports, 6 
Broad Street, Nantucket, MA 02554,508- 
228-3632. 


WINDSURFING SHOPS 


Martha’s Vineyard 

Wind’s Up/Selfin Sailing Center 
Beach Road. Box 328 
Vineyard Haven, MA 02568 
508-693-4252 

Nantucket 

Indian Summer Sports 
6 Broad Street 
Nantucket. MA 02554 
508-228-3632 

Little Richard's 
Jetties Beach 

Beach concession, rentals, instruction 

Force Five (Francie Boyers) 

Main Street 
Nantucket, MA 02554 
508-228-0700 

Wind Products Nantucket 
(Louisa Herrick) 

508-228-5648 

Good source of local knowledge 
































THE OUTER LIMITS : 


The Wright Brothers didn't lug their • 
newfangled flying machine up those Kitty • 
Hawk sand dunes just to see the view. As • 
Elizabeth Evans explains, year-round • 
winds have attracted a whole new gen- • 
eration of high-flying adventurers called • 
windsurfers to North Carolina's out • 
banks... 


orth Carolina’s Outer Banks, a 
fragile series of Barrier Islands 
that hug the coastline from Virginia 
to South Carolina, appear to teem 
with life. 

Slowly migrating southward and west¬ 
ward, changes are evident along this 
sandy stretch from year to year; 
oceanfront erosion to the east, for ex¬ 
ample, or the emergence of a new sand 
spit to the west. The strong, consistent 
winds that change its shape make this 
well-kept secret an ideal location for 
windsurfing. And windsurfing is practi¬ 
cally everyone’s specialty on these bar¬ 


rier islands. 

As you travel north to south, the small 
town of Duck sits at the northern tip of . 
North Carolina's Outer Banks. Tucked * 
among the native pines and winding 
roads, the ocean is only a quick turn to the 
left, and the still waters of the Currituck 
Sound are to the right. You'll quickly 
discover why Duck is a favorite retreat for 



The steady, strong winds of Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, prompted the Wright Brothers to 
experiment with flight here. This memorial commemorates their historic (and rather successful) 
efforts. 


OARREU. JONES 
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Aruba has what it takes to make any windsurfer happy. Flat water, 
steady winds that average between 15-20 knots and gust up to unbeliev¬ 
able, an ample supply of up-to-the-minute equipment and an unlimited 
supply of warm Caribbean sun. In other words, windsurfing in Aruba 
will blow you away. 

For more information call the number below. For reservations see 
your travel agent. 1-800-TO-ARUBA (NY 212-246-30301 

ARUBA. ONE HAPPY ISlANn 


Site 


of 
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sailboarders who enjoy their privacy. The 
best spot for rigging up and sailing off is 
the Barrier Island site. There’s a sound- 
front sailing location beside a Victorian- 
style restaurant called Barrier Island Sta¬ 
tion, and the restaurant owners allow 
sailors to use the gravel parking lot for a 
minimal fee. If you need lessons, check 
into the Barrier Island Sailing Center, 
located at the site. The professional in¬ 
structors there can show you the ropes to 
ensure a safe entry into the sport. 

The Currituck Sound at the Barrier 
Island site is knee deep for the first 50 
’ yards, then gradually gets deeper... wa- 

* ter can be over your head fairly suddenly. 
' The sound’s bottom is sandy, so footwear 

is not required, but it’s always recom- 

* mended. Prevailing winds blow south- 
’ west from April to September, and north- 
’ west/east from October to May. 

As you move south from Duck, you’ll 
' pass through the towns of Kitty Hawk, Kill 
’ Devil Hills, and Nag's Head. Comprising 

* the body of the Outer Banks, these areas 
’ are steeped in history. Kitty Hawk blends 
’ the new and the old, as the growing 

* development along the by-pass and 

* beach road merge with the slow-paced 
’ serenity of soundside Kitty Hawk Village. 

* Kill Devil Hills marks the historic site 

* where Orville and Wilbur Wright made 
' their first flight at the turn of the century. 

* And Nag’s Head is home to the East 
' Coast’s largest sand dune, Jockey’s 

* Ridge, where you can try another area 



BARRY tenin 


wind favorite: hang gliding. 

But once in Nags Head, drive to mile- 
' post 16’s “Windmill Point," one of the best 

* sites for southwest windsurfing on the 

* Outer Banks This is where you'll find Kitty 
’ Hawk Sports, the only windsurfing and 
’ sailing center on the east coast that has 
' the distinction of being both a Mistral 

* High Wind Test Center and a North Test 
’ Center Less than a quarter mile south is 

the Waterworks, another sailing center on 

* the Roanoke Sound. The Waterworks is 
’ an Alpha Speed Center. 

What makes the Nag's Head site such 

* an ideal location for windsurfing is the 
Manteo/Nag's Head causeway, connect¬ 
ing the Outer Banks to Roanoke Island. 
The thermal southwest wind funnels 

* through the causeway at a higher speed 
’ than anywhere else. And in the shallow 

* waters of the Roanoke Sound, you can 
sail for miles without going in over your 
head. This also makes Windmill Point in 

* Nag’s Head an excellent location for 
’ beginners and for those learning new 

* transitions, including waterstarts. 

Both Kitty Hawk Sports and the Water- 
’ works offer lessons, rentals, and sales. 
’ Instructors at Kitty Hawk Sports hold a 

* combined Mistral/USYRU (United States 

* Yacht Racing Union) certification. They 

* work with small groups, first onshore with 
’ a windsurfing simulator, then in the water 

* with one-on-one instruction Free on-site 

* demos are by request. And ask about 

* Kitty Hawk Sports’ summer camps and 
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A FIRST CLASS ALPHA HIGH WIND RESORT 

Baja’s Secret Spot - most consistent wind in Baja. 

Off-road adventures to other secret spots. 

Three different sailing sites - flatwater to waves 

Novice to expert skill sites - lessons available 

New Alpha equipment - 4 boards for every sailor / quick change rigs. 

Mountain bikes, kayaks, tennis, volleyball, snorkeling, swimming, 

sports fishing charters, Hobie Cat rentals. 

Spacious beachfront view suites - private, remote, unspoiled. 

44 miles southeast of La Paz, 26 miles north of Los Barriles. 

OPEN DEC. 1 THRU APRIL 15 -BOOK EARLY 


CALL TOLL-FREE TODAY 
U.S.A. 800 / 423-4785 
CA 800 / 352-4334 

• 

Hotel Las Arenas 

Box 3766, Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 
213/921-0109 


• Official Alpha Speed Center 
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Alpha International Speedweek 
Coming In March 




















JAKE BtGHAM 


weekend clinics with the beginner in 
mind. 

New this year are a series of camping 
adventures called "Windcruises." 
Boardsailors pack camping gear on their 
boards and cruise in a group to nearby 
areas such as Roanoke Island or the 
deserted island of Portsmouth. Wind- 
cruises include an overnight stay at the 
destination with pitched tents, campfires, 
and plenty of windsurfing camaraderie. 

The sound bottom at Windmill Point is 
a mixture of sand and silt, with a few 
oyster shells—footwear is required. Rig 
your board and bring both long- and 
shortboards on the grass at Kitty Hawk 
Sports. Plenty of parking is available at no 
charge. Prevailing winds here blow 
southwest from April to September, and 
northwest/east from October to May. 

Sound waters along the Outer Banks 
stay warmer than ocean temperatures in 
the fall and winter months. With a wet or 
drysuit, you can sail year-round, but sail¬ 
ing is best in the spring or fall. And you’re 
guaranteed that winds blow strong and 
steady along this chain of barrier islands 
from month to month. This is why the 
Wright Brothers experimented here at the 
turn of the century, and why the Outer 
Banks is such an excellent place to 
windsurf. 


WINDSURFING SERVICES 


Barrier Island Sailing Center 
PO Box 1113 
Kitty Hawk, NC 27949 
919-261-7100 

The Waterworks 
PO Box 1134 
Nag’s Head, NC 27959 
919-441-8875 

Kitty Hawk Sports 
PO Box 340 
Nag’s Head, NC 27959 
919-441-4124 

Wave Riding Vehicles 

• 4812 Croatan Highway 

• Kitty Hawk, NC 27949 

• 919-261-7952 



Maui’s Best Rental Equipment. 

Featuring: Angulo Custom Boards, Seatrend, Fanatic/A.R.T, Windsurfing 
Hawaii, Neil Pryde & More 

■ Chose from the Maui Windsurf 
Company's huge inventory of high 
performance equipment, latest in 
sailing and beach accessories. 

■ Full service retail, rental, lesson 
shops. Let our professional staff 
show you the best areas to sail 

■ Closest shop to airport & Kanaha 
Beach Park & other prime North 
Shore spots. 


■ Unlimited equipment changes, lay 
days. Radio contact with beach for up to the 
minute weather and ocean conditions. 
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For Brochures/Reservations 

call 800-223-5443 


1-800-872-0999 

520 Keolam Place 
Kahului. Maui 96732 
1-608-877-4616 
FAX 808-877-4696 
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Guaranteed Waterstarts In 3 Days! 

Let Dave and Mamie Crans Improve Your Windsurfing Techniques. 


■ Novice, Intermediate, Jibe. 
Waterstart & private lessons in 
Maui's only complete Windsurfing 
School. 

■ Maximum four students per 
class. 216 to 3 hour lessons in pro¬ 
tected, warm, Maui tropical waters. 

■ Our special 3 and 5 Lesson 
packages let you advance at your 
own speed. 


■ Lessons include on beach videos, land 
simulation, on water radio communica¬ 
tion and certification. 



For Brochure/Reservations 


can 1-800-223-5443 


* Maul Magic Windsurfing School 

1 1-800-872-0999 

520 Ktoltni Plact 
Kahidui, Mua 96732 
1-80M77-4816 
FAX 80M77-4696 

















































THE MOST 
SUCCESSFUL 
FUNBOARD 
OF ALL TIMES 

At 117* and weighing only 28 lbs., 
the Malibu is extremely fast and 
carves gybes smoother than most 
slalom boards. Standard features 
include retractable daggerboard, 
adjustable boom, aluminum mast, 
65 sq.ft, camber sail, mast track, 
footstraps, and much more. The 
Malibu is able to tack, uphaul, 
waterstart and can handle a wind 
range of 10 to 30 knots. We rate 
this board thumbs up and recom¬ 
mend Ihe Mistral Malibu for the 
serious beginner to the aggressive 
expert looking for value, perfor¬ 
mance and superior quality. 

SAVE $750 

Regularly $1845 You Pay $1095 

flew England J 
Sailboard CoW 




802/874-4178 

SHOWROOMS 
P.O. Box 233W 
Jamaica, VT 05343 

Rt. 4 East 
Rutland, VT 


Available thru 
our showrooms. 

Supplies are 
very limited. 


BUDWEISER 

SURFSAILING 

PRO-AM 


Windsurfers from all over the world 
descended upon the small beach town of 
Aquadilla, Puerto Rico, for the Budweiser 
Pro-Am. much as Columbus did in 1493. 
There was no doubt that these 20th 
Century sailors had come to the right 
place in their quest for wind and waves. 
Isabelle Picard Eubank reports... 

j?] ncredible conditions were waiting for 
I the competitors of the first Budweiser 
I Surfsailing Pro-Am held in Aquadilla, 
I Puerto Rico, February 2 through 5. It 
was a four-day, action-packed event with 
lots of wind, waves, and excellent racing. 

During the four-day stretch, a consis¬ 
tent 15- to 25-knot northeast wind blew 
with four- to eight-foot waves breaking 
over the reef, allowing all the racers to 
complete double elimination rounds of 
slalom and wavesailing. The crowd of 
1,000-plus was treated to a great show 
and even the spectators who only 
showed up for the liquid refreshment and 
good music were on their feet cheering 
during the high-speed slalom competi¬ 
tion. 

Over 40 sailors from throughout the 
world—including Denmark, France, Italy, 
the US Mainland, and Hawaii—com¬ 
peted for over $11,000 in cash and prize 
in the first Pro-Am wavesailing event in 
the Atlantic. The event was hosted and 
organized by the PRBA (Puerto Rico 
Boardsailing Association), sponsored by 
Budweiser, and took place at "Shacks," a 
famous local sailing spot in Aquadilla. 

The most thrilling event by far was the 
pro men's slalom. Nine hot sailors were 


on the line five times and each time, .the 
crowd rose to cheer the spectacular mark 
roundings and unbelievable lumps and 
crashes Dickie Villanueva, Pryde team 
rider and number one Puerto Rican sailor, 
proved the most consistent slalom and 
wave racer, taking first in both disci¬ 
plines. He was followed by Sean Hawes 
of Florida, who gave a great sample of his 
ability in the waves. Third overall was Pat 
LeMehaute, from Florida, racing on pro¬ 
duction equipment. 

Only three women competed in the 
pro women’s class Isabelle Picard- 
Eubank, Fanatic team member from Flor¬ 
ida, was the overall winner, taking first in 
the waves and tying for first in slalom with 
the second overall woman, Lisa Neu- 
burger from the US Virgin Islands Bar¬ 
bara Roetger from Puerto Rico came in 
third overall and really gave Picard a run 
for her money in the wave competition. 

Generous sponsors made this contest 
one of the finest wave events for ama¬ 
teurs. Neil Pryde, Chinook, Ampro, Body 
Glove, South Sailboards, and Hyperform 
gave away $10,000 in high-tech equip¬ 
ment. The amateur wavesailing ladder 
was dominated by the local sailors, who 
had the home advantage. Stephan Riv¬ 
era of San Juan Rico took first place after 
an exciting final with sailmaker John “The 
Local" Dempsey. Richie Buehn, a sail¬ 
board shaper from Florida, finished a 
creditable third 

In the amateur slalom, the roles were 
reversed. The super-fast Florida sailors 
showed the local boys how it's done. Joe 
Doan won in style, followed by Ray Laird 
and Rick Alford. 

Richie Buehn from Florida won the 
overall amateur title, followed by Stephan 
Rivera of Puerto Rico, who pulled four 
perfect front loops during the waves final. 
Kike Figueroa from Puerto Rico took third. 























Overall, the Budweiser Pro-Am ran 
relatively smoothly for a first-time event, 
thanks to the patience and super attitude 
of the competitors and the great efforts of 
friends of the PRBA, who worked long 
hours before, during, and after the event 
Next year's event will be called "The 
Budweiser Atlantic Surfsailing Champi¬ 
onships.” and will be held on February 2 
through 11. with over $20,000 in cash and 
prizes. . 

If things go as well in 1990 as they did 
this year, this event promises to become 
the Atlantic's premier wavesailing com¬ 
petition and the only real pro-am surfsail¬ 
ing event in the world Don’t miss it! 


RES! 


Pro Men’s Surf Slalom 

1 Dickie Villanueva, PR 

2 Pat LeMehaute, US 

3 Sean Hawes, US 

4 Lars Petersen, Denmark 
4 John Tureki, US 

Pro Men’s Wavesailing 

1 Dickie Villanueva, PR 

2 Sean Hawes, US 

3 Lars Petersen, Denmark 

4 Gary Bain, US 

Pro Men’s Overall 

1 Dickie Villanueva, PR 

2 Sean Hawes, US 

3 Pat LeMehaute, US 

4 Lars Petersen, Denmark 

Pro Women’s Surf Slalom 

1 Isabelle Picard-Eubank, US 
1 Lisa Neuburger, USVI 
3 Barbara Roetger, PR 

Pro Women’s Wavesailing 

1 Isabelle Picard-Eubank, US 

2 Barbara Roetger, PR 

3 Lisa Neuburger, USVI 

Pro Women’s Overall 

1 Isabelle Picard-Eubank, US 

2 Lisa Neuburger, USVI 

3 Barbara Roetger, PR 

Amateur Men's Surf Slalom 

1 Joe Doan, US 

2 Ray Laird, US 

3 Rick Alford, US 

4 Richie Buehn, US 

Amateur Men’s Wavesailing 

1 Stephan Rivera, PR 

2 John Dempsey, PR 

3 Richie Buehn, US 

4 Kike Figueroa, PR 

Amateur Men's Overall 

1 Richie Buehn, US 

2 Stephan Rivera. PR 

3 Kike Figueroa, PR 

4 Jamie Torres. PR 
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Experience Maui! F,orn $789! 


■ Includes 7 nights condo, 
roundtrip air from west coast, 
car, board, rig and hard racks. 

■ Flexible options include longer 
stays, discount air from other 
cities, non-sailor rates and more. 

■ Choose from Maui's best 
fleet of quality windsurfing 
equipment. 

■ Optional lessons from Maui 
Magic Windsurfing Schools. 


■ Beachfront condos and private 
N. Shore homes carefully chosen to 
meet a windsurfer's needs. 


VELA 

hghwind centers 

For Brochures/Rssarvatlons 

can 800-223-5443 


1-800-872-0999 

520 Ksolani Place 
Kahului, Maui 96732 
1-808-077-4816 
FAX 808-877-4696 
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WINDSURFING 
ARUBA. _ 

Wind MWjfl 
0ne 

ARUBA 
PALM BEACH 

RtSORTANOCASNO 


• Launch from our beautiful 
beachfront location 

• Shallow flat water makes 
beachstarts, waterstarts, and 
jibes a breeze 

• Warm year-round water 
temperature of 78-82° 

• Constant winds provide 
Ultimate Speed Thrills 

Our resort combines a carefree, 
casual atmosphere with great 
restaurants, tennis, 2 freshwater 
pools, gambling casino, nightly 
entertainment, and a wide variety 
of excursions and watersports. 


| 

i 


L 


For more information and reser¬ 
vations calk 1 •800-356-9742 
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SOUTH PADRE ISLAND/WINTER PARK 
BLOWOUT ’89 



May 5-7 

Men’s & Women’s 
Divisions 


Year-round warm waters in the 
Gulf of Mexico and Laguna 
Madre Bay. Sail “The Ditch,” 
“Boca,” “The Flats” and "Jetties" 
for a variety of challenging wind 
conditions. ‘All proceeds to 
benifitSea Turtle, Inc. 


Other upcoming South Padre Island boardsailing 
events include: 

BIC Sports 2nd Annual Speed Trials 
March 31—April 10,1989 

Alpha Worlds—November, 1989 


WINTER 

PARK^ 

RESORT 


COLORADO 



THE BETTER END OF THE ISLAND 

Call Toll Free for information and our Video Tour: 

(TX) 1-800-992-4753 (US) 1-800-992-7263 (CANADA) 1-800-343-2368 

South Padre Island Visitor & Convention Bureau 
P.O. Box 3500-WR, South Padre Island, Texas 78597 
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COME TO FLORIDA FOR 



ON 


Learn to boardsail or dramatically improve your sailing skills. Video taping and radio instruction. 
Introductory lessons as well as Fast Tacks, Beach and Water Starts, Flare and Duck Gybes and more. 


Howe SmaH groups of not more than nine students means more personal attention and instruction. 




Patty & Burr Hazen, The Sailboard Center 
9125 U.S. 1, Sebastian, FL 32958 
Q 407-589-2671 


*$ailboard 

enter 


THE TUDOR WATCH 
MISTRAL 
MIDWINTER 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Some unusually cold Florida weather 
couldn’t keep the competition at the 
Tudor Watch Mistral Midwinters from 
heating up. Bob Awtrey reports .. 

\ / entioning Florida's Banana 
\ V /I R |Ver conjures up visions of a 


m 


tropical stream meandering 
through a lush, steamy jungle, 
not a wide expanse of water swept by 
bone-chilling winds in the 40s. But such 
were the conditions at the Tudor Watch 
Mistral Midwinter Championships at Kelly 
Park, Merritt Island, Florida, February 24 
to 26. 

Despite the hypothermic winds, 133 
Mistral Superlight sailors turned out for 
the regatta. For the Floridian competitors, 
spoiled by several weeks of unseasonal 
70 to 80 degree temperatures, the 
weather was indeed a shock. But for 
others, it wasn't that bad, as senior sailor 
Bill Taylor from Falmouth, Maine, ob¬ 
served: “A typical summer day back 
home." 

■ The regatta got underway Friday with 
a racing clinic held by Kirsten 
Snellenburg, sailboard coach and 1992 
Olympic hopeful. Next came the speed 
trails, with speeds recorded by B fleet RC 
chairman, Carl Beaulac, wielding a radar 
gun The gun zapped Mario Tobon of 
Altanta, Georgia, doing 28 mph on an 
open-class board. The top Superlight 
speed, posted by Bill Martinson of Lex¬ 
ington, Maine, was 21 mph. Although the 
wind was only in the 15- to 20-knot range, 
it was frigid and very high-density air that 
was flowing over the sails with lots of 
power. 

Although he isn't one to let anything 
interfere with running a regatta on sched¬ 
ule, A fleet RC chairman Guy Britton de¬ 
layed the Saturday morning triangle start 
one hour, in hopes that the temperature 
would climb to 40 degrees. The wind 
speed had moderated from the previous 
day to 10 knots and often lower. 

Four A fleet races were completed 
Saturday and one more on Sunday morn¬ 
ing. for a total of five. The B fleet and the 
A seniors, sailing on a separate course, 
ran through seven races. Since this was 
a Mistral Superlight one-design regatta, 
the triangle racing was limited to that 
board. 

In the freestyle competition, held dur¬ 
ing the mid-day break on Sunday, Nilo 
Dzib, from Cancun, Mexico, came out on 
top. The rest of the afternoon was given 
to A and B fleet slalom races, with an 
open-class included along with the Su¬ 
perlights. The day which had started out 
at 35 degrees, ended with a pleasant 70- 


Ufltinnir>r-«s * 























degree high. 

In the top three places in the A fleet 
men’s triangles were Ethan Passant, 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, Brent Martin, 
Gulf Breeze, Florida, and Bert Rice, Pine 
Beach, New Jersey. These three teen¬ 
agers had to edge out 1984 Olympic 
silver medalist Scott Steele to take the top 
three positions. Jayne Fenner, Sarasota, 
Florida, topped the A fleet women's divi¬ 
sion, followed by Kirsten Snellenburg, St. 
Petersburg, Florida, and Lynn Hornosky, 
Newport, Rhode Island. 

In the super heavyweights, 35-year- 
old Bill Lelback, Tampa, Florida, won by 
four bullets and a throw-out second over 
John Eckhardt of the US Naval Academy 
team and Bud Howard of the Eckerd 
College team. Winners by straight bullets 
were Tommy Harris, New Orleans, Louisi¬ 
ana, in the men’s lightweight masters and 
Marissa Chavez-Peon, Mexico City, 
Mexico, in the B fleet women’s. 



The name “Banana River” conjures up images 
of a steamy waterway in some tropical clime. 
Here’s what freestyling looks like on the real 
Banana River in Florida. 


. MIKE & ANN ADAIR 

The gala weekend included a wel¬ 
come party on Friday and a banquet with 
a lively Caribbean Reggae band on Sat¬ 
urday. Jayne Fenner and masters heavy¬ 
weight winner Dick Tillman were the 
happy winners of a pair of elegant Tudor 
Submariner Sports Watches raffled off for 
the festivities. Additional weekend ex¬ 
citement was provided by the presence 
of a demo fleet, as all interested sailors 
got an opportunity to step up on three of 
Mistral's new 1989 models, including the 
much-anticipated One Design hull. 

Tinho and Susie Dornellas, of the 
Calema Boardsailing shop, ran the re¬ 
gatta in their usual enthusiastic and effi¬ 
cient style. So even though temperatures 
dipped to below-normal, the third year of 
the Tudor Watch Mistral Midwinters was 
one of the best yet. 

MAY IQftQ 



Come to the Aruba Highwind Center. 
Aruba’s best beachfront windsurfing resort! 


■ The best wind and launch 
in Aruba, Fisherman’s Huts, 
is right outside your door! 

■ The latest Mistral, Seatrend 
and custom equipment 
always rigged for you. 

■ Learn jibes, waters tarts 
or the basics from Mistral 
Certified instructors. 


■ Accommodations at the 
Holiday Inn Aruba, a beach¬ 
front resort featuring the 
largest water sports center 
in Aruba. 


Ask about our other desti¬ 
nations ~ Maul, Baja 
& Cancun. 


Call Vela Today! 

800-223-5443 


Td Free from 
U.S and Canada 


mm 
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1ST ANNUAL 

NELSON BAY WINDSURFING 
REGATTA 


SEA LEVEL, NORTH CAROLINA 


“A Little Bit of Heaven on Earth" 

(Located near Cape Hatteias and Atlantic Beach) 


JUNE 10, 11. 1989 
Classes 


Events 


Trophies 


Advanced 
Women 
1 Beginner 


■ Course Racing 

■ Slalom 

■ 8 Long Distance 


Run 

Three 

Deep 


A FULL-ON. FULL-OF-FUN RACE 
Accommodations at the a Unn 


Bay Front and Ocean Scaling 
1 Down East Hospitality 
1 Waterfront Efficiencies 
1 Elegant Dining Facilities 
1 Swimming and Fishing 
1 Air Conditioning and Cable TV 
1 MasterCard and Visa 


For More Information, 
Contact: 

Thomas A. Katsanis 
PO Box 150 
Sea Level, NC 28577 
919-225-3651 


Dnnrl#.. O. ' 
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Second Wind 

Maui's Top 
Windsurfing 
Center 


• Rentals 

/ JW* Highest quality 

[ ' I Best rates 

g-vj i • New & Used 

Equipment 

" . r r Worlds largest 

T u / selection 

H ■ i M Consignment and 

r f t Buy Backs Available 

•Travel Packages 
•Lessons 

From Champion Alan Cadiz and Staff 

• Surfwearand Bikini Bar 
•Expert Repair Service 

ill Hana Hwy. Kahului. Maui. HI 96732 • (808)877-7467 1-800-852-7467 


THIS SUMMER, BE A HAPPY CAMPER! 

Gel in on Ihe fun in ’89 with Fanalic/A.R.T. 

7lh Annual ABK Sports Sailboard Camp 

Rigging-. Harness Use... Tacking... Jibing... Waterstarting... Having... Slalom... Sailing 
Theory... Video Review... Meals... And Fun . Fun. Fun! 

With Racer/Camp Director Katie Griffith 
DATES & LOCAT/OXS 

/ipril 15 - 18......... _ St. Petersburg , FL June 26 -30 . Lake Lopez . CA 

May 1 • May 4... _ Cape Hatteras . A C J u b ^7 *20 -- Gorge , OR 

May 15 ■ 18 _ Cape Cod. MA My 29 ■ Aug. 2 - Rio Vista. CA 

May 26 - 28 _ Canandaigua. AT Aug 7-11...... - Lake Lopez. CA 

June 19 '22 . Santa Fe..\M 

For more information, call: ABK Sports: 415-435-5131 

Fanatic Camp Hotline: 415-435-2951 



I-- 

April 28-May 7: PBA Grand Slam, 
Omaezaki, Japan Course racing, sla¬ 
lom, and wave performance. Sponsored 
by Sometime Contact PBA, Munich, 
West Germany, 011-49-89-781-075.- 

April 29: Seventh Annual Screaming 
Reach Bay Crossing, TX. Benefit for 
National Kidney Foundation. Contact 
Texas Excursions, 512-937-2375 

April 29, 30: Tudor Watch Mistral 
Southern California Funboard Champi¬ 
onships, Watersports at Ventura Center, 
CA. Mistral and open-funboard racing 
divisions. Contact Mitchell Madruga, 
619-431-3781. 

May 5-9: US Women’s Boardsailing 
Championships, Melbourne, FL. Contact 
USBT, 407-242-2424. 

May 6, 7: The West Texas Champion¬ 
ship Regatta, Midland, TX. Contact 
James Welty, 915-697-0427. 

May 6, 7: Shred Fest, Silver Lake. Wl. 
Superlight and open-class course rac¬ 
ing, slalom, or distance race. Contact 
Southport Rigging, 414-652-5434. 

May 14: Budweiser Slalom Series #3, 
Ocean Park, Puerto Rico. Contact PRBA, 
809-250-0919. 

May 20, 21 : Barq’s Sailabration Pro- 
Am, Biloxi, MS. One-Design and Produc¬ 
tion funboard categories. Sponsored by 
Barq’s Rootbeer and Mistral. Contact 
Ken Emrick, 301-796-4755. 

May 20: Mission Bay Open, San Diego 
Sailing Center, CA. Mistral, Windsurfer, 
and Open-racing divisions. Contact 
Mitchell Madruga, 619-431-3781. 

May 20, 21: Whataburger ’89 Slalom 
Cup #2, Oleander Park, Corpus Christi, 
TX. Contact Jerry Parlee, 512-883-8275. 

May 20, 21: The Big Regatta, Lake 
Lewisville Sailboard Point. TX. Benefit for 
Special Olympics. Contact Mark Peyton, 
214-350-8000. 

May 22-28: Corpus Christi Pro-Am, 
Corpus Christi, TX. Slalom and course 
racing. Contact PBA, Munich, West 
Germany, 011-49-89-781-075, or Wind- 
Rider Travel Desk, 1-800-237-9445 or 
407-647-2170. 

May 27, 28: Barnegat Bay Blow-Out, 
Long Beach Island, NJ. Long-distance 
and slalom racing. Contact Winco Pro¬ 
motions, 609-494-1588. 

May 30-June 4: Curacao Open. Sla¬ 
lom only. Contact PBA, Munich, West 
Germany, 011 -49-89-781-075, or Wind- 















Rider Travel Desk, 1-800-237-9445 or 
407-647-2170. 

June 2-4: Ski Optiks Rio Vista Pro-Am 
Speed Slalom, Rio Vista, CA. Contact 
Miramar Sports and Special Events, 415- 
726-3491. 

June 6-11: Aruba Hi-Winds Pro-Am. 
Slalom only. Contact PBA, Munich, West 
Germany, 011 -49-89-781-075, or Wind- 
Rider Travel Desk, 1-800-237-9445 or 
407-647-2170. 

June 13-18: Cabarete Waveslalom, 
Dominican Republic. Slalom only. Con¬ 
tact PBA, Munich, West Germany, 011- 
49-89-781-075, or WindRider Travel 
Desk, 1-800-237-9445 or 407-647-2170. 

June 17: Long Beach Island Blowout, 
From Brant Beach to Harvey Cedars, NJ. 
Contact Jack Bushko, 609-494-1244. 

June 17, 18: The Third Annual 
Boardsailors Against Lukemia 30-Hour 
Marathon, Kelly Park, Merritt Island, FL. 
Contact Calema Boardsailing, 407-453- 
3223. 


" . .OurFlag 

Flies in All The Right Places” 



We have complete Travel Packages from 
Anywhere to the World’s Finest Locations. 


June 20*25: Puerto Rico World Cup. 
Slalom only. Contact PBA, Munich, West 
Germany, 011-49-89-781-075, or Wind- 
Rider Travel Desk, 1-800-237-9445 or 
407-647-2170. 

June 23-July 2: IVRU Women's World 
Boardsailing Championship, Mallorca, 
Spain. Contact USBT, 407-242-2424. 


MAUI ARUBA 

ST. BARTHELEMY CURACAO 

BARBADOS ANTIGUA 

ST. THOMAS (British) VIRGIN GORDA 
THE GORGE DOMINICAN REPUBUC 


June 24, 25: Regatta Centenario, San 
Juan Bay, Puerto Rico. Multiclass. Con¬ 
tact PRBA, 809-250-0919. 

June 25: Around Mission Bay Races, 
San Diego Sailing Center, CA. Mistral, 
Windsurfer, and Open racing divisions. 
Contact Mitchell Madruga, 619-431- 
3781. 

June 27-July 2: Marui/O'Neill. San 
Franciso, CA. Course racing only. Con¬ 
tact Horizon Communications, 714-472- 
2031, or WindRider Travel Desk, 1-800- 
237-9445 or 407-647-2170. 


Travel Packages Including Round Trip Airfare 
Accomodations, and 
Performance Equipment 

FROM $699 

Double Occupancy 

THE 

ULTIMATE WINDSURFING 
DESTINATION 

IS JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY!! 


July 1, 2: Beach Party 1989 Regatta, 
Lake Michigan, Pennoyer Park, Kenosha, 
Wl. Superlight and open-class course 
racing, slalom, or distance race. Contact 
Southport Rigging, 414-652-5434. 

July 1-4: Stroh Caribbean Team Cham¬ 
pionships, St. Croix, Virgin Islands. 
Open-class, slalom. Contact Virgin Surf 
& Sail. 809-773-4810. 


•Consult this month's special Gorge 
• section for Columbia River events. 


For reservations call: 

TOLL FREE: 1-800-635-1155 
TOLL FREE in Canada: 1-800-228-2882 



in PA: 215-348-9813 
FAX: 215-348-2341 
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CALIFORNIA 


CONNECTICUT 


SUNSPORT. 203-637-4664. Mistral, Fa¬ 
natic, F-2, Wind & Surf custom, O'Neill. 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Neil Pryde, North. 
WATER-WISE. 250 Broad St., Manchester, 
CT 06040. 203-647-SAIL. Boardsailing is our 
life! Production and custom equipment for all 
levels. Demo center. Parts and accessories. 
Lessons by friendly certified personnel. 
GREAT SERVICE!! Race series. Sailboard 
club. 


DELAWARE 


BAY SPORTS. Full-service boardsailing 
shop. Complete rental. Beginner to ad¬ 
vanced. Boards and sails available. 11 Dick¬ 
inson St.. Dewey Beach, DE 19971.302-227- 
7590. 


FLORIDA 


A WINDSURFING PLACES. The place for 
all your windsurfing needs. Florida's most 
complete waterfront rental, retail, and storage 
facility. Long- and short-term rentals of Mistral 
and Seatrend boards. USYRU certified 
school. Private and group instruction at all 
levels. Changing and showering facility. Full- 
service retail shop featuring largest selection 
of new and used boards. Located at Miami 
Marine Stadium, 3501 Rickenbacker Cswy., 
Key Biscayne, FL 33142. Call 305-361-1225. 
AGUERA WIND & SURF. Beachcomber 
Hotel, 6200 Gulf Blvd., St. Pete Beach. 813- 
360-3783. Sales, lessons, rentals. 

BLUE WATER MARINE SPORTS. All 
major brands of boards, accessories, and 
beachwear. Professional sales and service. . 
2662 S. Dixie Hwy., Miami, FL 33133. Order . 
hotline 305-858-3034. 

CALEMA BOARDSAILING. Waterfront 
location. 2755 N. Banana River Dr., Merritt 
Island, FL 32953. Official "Gaastra Test Cen- ' 
ter" for SE. Mistral-certified instructors, rent- * 
als, repairs, sales, vacation packages. 407- • 
453-3223. 

OCEAN BLVD. SAILBOARDING, INC. . 

5254 Ocean Blvd., Sarasota. FL 34242.813- . 
349-3828. On the Gulf, large rental fleet, les- . 
sons. Mistral. Alpha. Hi-Tech, accessories. _ 


& SHOPS 


MAY 1989 


AMERICAN RIVER RECREATION. 

Sacramento, 916-635-4479. Valley’s largest 
selection of boardsailing equipment Sales, 
rentals, and lessons for beginning to ad¬ 
vanced sailors. 

WINDSPORTS-MARIN. Lessons, rentals, 
sales, service, repairs. Free catalogue. 1595 
E. Francisco Blvd., San Rafael, CA 94901. 
415-459-1171. 

WINDSPORTS-SAN FRANCISCO. 3620 
Wawona, San Francisco, CA 94116. Lessons, 
rentals, sales. We ship anywhere. 415-753- 
8828 or 459-1171. 

WINDSURF WAREHOUSE. 405 S. Airport 
Blvd., S. San Francisco, CA 94080. Biggest 
selection and best deals. Call us first! 415- 
588-1714. 


Key West. FL 33040. 305-296-0755. A full- 
service shop. Hi-performance rentals. Sail 
repairs, custom harnesses, board bags, ac¬ 
cessories 

WIND DANCER WATERSPORTS. Sales, 
rentals, school/lodging available. USYRU 
certified instructors. Ft. Myers Beach. 813- 
466-SURF (7873). 

WIND HEAVEN WINDSURFING. 2425 N 
Courtenay, Merritt Island, FL 32953. Fanatic, 
Seatrend. Bic, Boardworks, Aerotech, North 
Rentals. Shortboard headquarters! 407-452- 
WIND. 


HAWAII 


HAWAIIAN ISLAND WINDSURFING. 

Maui's most complete retail and rental shop 
offers everything for the traveling sailor Over 
200 rental boards and Maui’s high-wind test 
center for Mistral, F2, Tiga, Neil Pryde, Gaas¬ 
tra, Simmer Style, and Jimmy Lewis Custom 
boards. Lessons by WINDSURFING WEST for 
beginners, waterstarts. and jibes. Call or 
write: Hawaiian Island Windsurfing, 460 Dairy 
Rd.. Kahului, HI 96732. Toll-free 800-231- 
6958, 808-871-4981. 

HI-TECH SAILBOARDS OF HAWAII. 

Complete retail/rental shop featuring Hi-Tech 
custom boards and the ''new'' Hi-Tech MDC 
Lite boards. All new rental board fleet. Board 
fleet comes equipped with Simmer, North, or 
Pryde sails. Two minutes from Kanaha, home 
of Alan Cadiz's HST windsurf school. 230 
Hana Hwy., Kahului, HI. 808-877-2111. 
HI-TECH SAILBOARDS OF HAWAII. 
Craig Maisonville's original shop, Maui’s old¬ 
est windsurf shop, has equipment for the 
Hookipa sailor and a complete line of ac- 
tivewear for men and women. Six minutes from 
Hookipa. 51 Baldwin Ave., Paia. 808-579- 
9297. 

KANAHA SAILBOARDS. Rent Maui's best 
for less! 55 Kaahumanu Ave., Kahului, HI 
96732. 800-666-6629-or 808-871-2662. 
KAUAI-HANALEI SAILBOARDS. Qual¬ 
ity rental equipment and instruction. Minutes 
from Kauai’s best windsurfing beaches. Box 
496, Hanalei, HI 96714. 808-826-9732. 

THE MAUI WINDSURF COMPANY 
AND MAUI MAGIC WINDSURFING 
SCHOOLS. Closest shops to Kanaha 
Beach/Airport. Complete air, car, condo, 
equipment, lesson packages available. 
Maui's best equipment/instruction. See ad¬ 
vertisements this issue! 520 Keolani Place, 
Kahului, Maui 96732.808-877-4816. Toll-free 
800-872-0999. 

SECOND WIND-MAUI. Largest selection 
of quality used equipment in the world! Retail, 
mailorder, travel arrangements. Alpha speed 
center. Rentals, lessons. Minutes to Kanaha. 
111 Hana Hwy, Kahului. HI 96732. 808-877- 
SHOP(7467) or 800-852-SHQP(7467). 


ILLINOIS 


sportswear. 

SMITH SAILBOARDS. 5100 US Hwy 1. 


MARINE MART. 639 Ogden Ave., Downers 
Grove. IL 60515. 312-968-6477. Mistral. Al¬ 
pha sailboards. O'Neill. Bare wetsuits. Nike 
aqua socks. Complete line of parts and ac¬ 
cessories. FREE sailboard clinics every Tues- 


day during season 


MAINE 


SUNNY BREEZE SPORTS. Specialty 
shop with special prices 1 Angulo, ART, Bic, 
Fanatic. O'Brien, and Neil Pryde. Rt. 302, 
Naples, ME 04055 207-693-3867. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


BUZZARD’S BAY SAILBOARDS. On 

warm windy Buzzard’s Bay. All major lines 
carried Lessons, rentals, demos. Northeast 
dealer for Hi-Per Tech slalom boards Rt. 6, 
Marion, MA, 508-748-1648. 

CAPE SAILBOARDS. Falmouth, MA 
02540. 508-540-8800. Specializing in high- 
performance equipment and service AN¬ 
GULO HAWAII customs 
FORCE 5 WATERSPORTS. 37 Main St, 
Nantucket, MA 02554 508-228-0700. Certi¬ 
fied Mistral boardsailing school. Equipment, 
accessories, clothing for action 


MICHIGAN 


SURF’S UP. O'Brien, Bic, F2, Fanatic, North, 
Neil Pryde, Windsurfing Hawaii. New and 
USED equipment. 30 boards displayed! 2840 
Orchard Lake Road, Keego Harbor, Ml 48320. 
313-681-9100. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


N.H. HOBIE/WINDSURF. Rt. 1, Seabrook, 
NH 03874 603-474-3661. EXCLUSIVE NEW 
ENGLAND BOB DILL DEALERSHIP. Mistral, 
Gaastra, Neil Pryde, Windsurfing Hawaii— 
specialty shop. 


NEW JERSEY 


CRANFORD BOAT BOARDSAILING 
CENTER. Mid-Atlantic Region's boardsail¬ 
ing superstore! Unbeatable selection at un¬ 
matched prices. Professional knowledgable 
service. Tested accessories/hardware de¬ 
partment. North Sail specials at retail outlet. 
Used equipment, guaranteed lessons, rent¬ 
als. Demo center. 201-272-6991. 

LAKE HOPATCONG SAILBOARDS 
INC. Everything for sailboarding. Trade-ins, 
new customs, and rowing shells. On the lake. 
201-663-1495. 

LANCE SAILING CENTER. Complete 
boardsailing specialty store. Three miles west 
of Sandy Hopk. 65 First Ave., Atlantic High¬ 
lands, NJ 07716. -201-872-2711. 

PELICAN SAILBOARD CENTER. Rt. 10 
West, Morris Plains, NJ 07950.201-267-0964. 
New Jersey’s largest volume Mistral, Bic, and 
F2 dealership. Sails by Pryde, Gaastra, North, 
Freedom, and Windwing. Full stock of all the 
accessories you need by top manufacturers. 
Best selection of O’Neill wetsuits in NJ. 


NEW YORK 


DELTA KNOLLS SPORTS. 8388 Elmer 
Hill Rd., Rome, NY 13440. 315-339-1280. 
Fanatic. Seatrend, Gaastra, Westwind, Wind¬ 
wing, Neil Pryde, Fleetwood, Simmer Style, 
and more. Unbelievably low prices! We ship. 
HAWAIIAN SAILBOARDS. 60 Main St., 
























Northport, NY 11768 Lessons, rentals, leas- 
ng. repairs Discount prices. O’Brien. Tiga, 
=2. Bic, Neilpryde. Gaastra Demos available. 
Jsed equipment, trade-ins. water skis, wet¬ 
suits. surfwear 516-757-4315. 

ISLAND WINDSURFING. New York's old¬ 
est and finest shop, conveniently located in 
Manhattan. 1623 York Ave., NYC 10028. 212- 
744-2000 One of the largest selections on the 
East Coast We ship worldwide Mail orders 
welcome Two certified Mistral schools on 
_ong Island; Southampton 516-283-1198, 
Mew Suffolk 516-734-7834 Reservations 212- 
744-2000. 

LAKESPORTS. On Lake George, Huletts 
Landing. NY 12841.518-499-2647. Complete 
line of Mistral boards and accessories. In¬ 
structor certification. Second location: King¬ 
ston. NY 914-757-4166. 

NEW YORK BOARDSAILING, INC. 1000 
East Shore Dr., Ithaca, NY 14850 Upstate's 
#1 specialty shop. Complete school and 
rental program F2, Tiga, Mistral, O’Brien, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Gaastra, Neil Pryde, 
North, and lots more. Open year-round! 607- 
273-2560. 

NORTH CAROLINA 

ISLAND RIGS. Complete windsurfing retail 
and rentals featuring Mistral, Hi-Tech, North, 
Windsurfing Hawaii. Lessons, demos avail¬ 
able at our shop directly on Bogue Sound. 
919-354-2277 PO Box 4774, Emerald Isle, 
NC 28594 

KITTY HAWK SPORTS. Looking for en¬ 
thusiastic managers, reservationists, sales¬ 
persons, windsurfing and sailing instructors 
for the 1989 season for our Nags Head and 
Avon stores. The most complete windsurfing 
operation on the Outer Banks. Lessons, rent¬ 
als, vacation packages, and sales. Kitty Hawk 
Sports sailing site at Windmill Point is the 
Mistral and North Test Centers for the East 
Coast. We're a quality operation looking for 
quality people. Contact Keith or Ralph. 800- 
334 - 4777 , or write to PO Box 340, Nags Head, 
NC 27959. 

NORTH BEACH SAILING. In Duck, offers 
Outer Banks windsurfers the best. Sales, rent¬ 
als, and guaranteed lessons. Catamarans 
available. F2/Neil Pryde "Fun Center." Certi¬ 
fied "American Sailboard Training Center." 
Managers/Instructors wanted for 
summer 1989. Box 1113, Kitty Hawk, NC 
27949. 919-261-7100/6262. 

_ OHIO _ 

SUNSPORTS SURF COMPANY. 23 

Cherri Park Square, Westerville, OH 43081. 
Central Ohio's only full-service dealer. Sales, 
rentals, lessons, repairs, accessories. Fa¬ 
natic, Bic, Alpha. We buy and sell used equip¬ 
ment. 614-895-7873. 

WINDBREAKERS SURF CO. 114Wester- 
ville Mall. Westerville. OH 43081. 614-890- 
9008. Ohio's largest surf shop. Mistral, Hi-Fly, 
Gaastra. Certified Mistral School. Complete 
line of accessories and beach wear. Open all 
year. 

!_ OREGON _ 

' 2ND WIND SPORTS. 210 Oak, Hood River, 


OR, 503-386-4464 Used and new 1 Demos, no 
charge Repair, board storage, mountain bike 
rentals, camping, and climbing. Summer ’ 
hours 8a.m.-8p.m. 

COLUMBIA WINDSURFING ACAD- • 
EMY HOOD RIVER. Village Resort Mall. • 
Hood River, OR 97031 503-FUN-JIBE. On the . 
river. Retail, rentals, and lessons Sail the . 
Gorge off our private beach Complete Hood 
River resort vacation packages. 

GORGE WINDSURFING. 319 E 2nd St., ' 
The Dalles, OR 97058, 503-298-8796. Retail. ' 
lessons, rentals. Safest Gorge locations for * 
beginners and learning waterstarts. Open * 
year-round. Mail order. 

HOOD RIVER WINDSURFING. Leaders * 
in shortboard instruction. Gaastra, Pryde, . 
Tiga, Seatrend, and custom rentals. Gorge . 
travel service. FREE catalogue. 4 4th St.. 
Hood River, OR 97031. 503-386-5787. 

LIFE CYCLES. 800-331-4711. In The * 
Gorge. Vacation packages, rentals, sales. * 
Gaastra, Neil Pryde, F2. Tiga. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

AMERICAN ENERGY. 7th Street Railroad 
Station, Perkasie, PA 18944. 215-257-6693. 
Everything you need! Sales, lessons, per¬ 
sonal year-round service for all abilities. ' 
WESTWIND, ALPHA, NEIL PRYDE. 

EBB TIDE WINDSURFING. Coming soon - 
to southeastern PA. For information call 215- • 
855-5300. 

HOOKED ON WINDSURFING AT . 
NESTORS. 2510 MacArthur Rd , Whitehall, . 
PA 18052. 215-437-0341. Open year-round, 
seven days for boards, sails, rentals, lessons, 
accessories for all abilities. Fanatic, F2, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Seatrend, O'Brien, Neil * 
Pryde, North, Gaastra, O'Neill, Bare, Fiber- • 
spar, and more in stock. Call for lesson and • 
race clinic info. Call toll-free in eastern PA: • 
800-832-3300 for Hooked on Windsurfing's . 
expert service. 

MARSH CREEK STATE PARK BOAT 
RENTAL. Eagle, PA. 215-458-5298. Private 
and group lessons. Mistral, O'Brien, 
Seatrend, O’Neill, and Bare wetsuits. Fleet- 
wood hardware, aerotech sails. Sunfish, ' 
Hobies, and canoe rentals. 

SHANK’S MARE. 227 W. Market St., York, 
PA 17401. 717-846-3132. Ten years’ experi¬ 
ence. On-water facility. Trade-in program. 
Largest year-round selection featuring Fa¬ 
natic, Mistral, O'Brien, Hi-Fly, Seatrend 
boards. North, Windwing, ART sails. O'Neill, 
Bare, Body Glove wetsuits. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

SAILING & SKI CONNECTION. Your 
connection to sailing fun in Myrtle Beach with 
two locations. Sales, rentals, repairs, lessons. 
Featuring Mistral, Alpha, Hi-Tech, Gaastra. 
Windsurfing Hawaii. Myrtle Beach, SC. 803- 
626-SAIL. 

WINDSURFING HILTON HEAD. The 

Plaza at Shelter Cove, Hilton Head Island, SC 
29928. 803-686-6996. The largest, most so¬ 
phisticated boardsailing school. Beginner to 
advanced instructions. All-around and hi- 
performance rentals. Southeast's most com¬ 
prehensive board shop. 


_ TEXAS _; 

HAWAIIAN OCEAN SPORTS. 3030 A - 
Chimney Rock, Houston, TX 77056. Sales. • 
lessons, rentals. 713-953-9256. 

H.O.T. WINDSURFING. 3629 E. Business . 
Hwy 190, Killeen, TX 76051. 817-690-SAIL. . 
Sales, rentals, accessories, BIG Instructions. 

ON THE BEACH. 2105 Padre Blvd., South ' 
Padre Island. TX 78597. 512-761-1194. FAX: ' 
512-761-7036. Windsurfing Hawaii Hi-Wind * 
Center. High performance rentals. All new • 
equipment. Tropix, Bic. North, Pryde. Gaas- • 
tra, Simmer. Board and sail repairs. Ad- • 
vanced lessons. 

WOODS HOLE WIND SPORTS. South . 
Padre Island’s ALPHA SPEED CENTER. . 
Rentals, school, vacation packages 401 
Hwy. 100, Port Isabel. TX 78578. 512-943- ' 
2810. 

_ VERMONT _; 

NEW ENGLAND SAILBOARDS. Two [ 

great locations. Rt. 4 East, Rutland, VT. 802- 
773-3034. Rt. 30. Jamaica, VT 802-874-4178. ‘ 

_ VIRGINIA _; 

CUSTOM WINDSURFING INC. Newest . 
windsurfing shop in Virginia Beach. Huge . 
selection of new and used equipment. Sail . 
repairs, high-performance accessories, rent- b 
als, and lessons available. Seatrend, O’Brien, 
Angulo, and North Sails. Call 804-496-WIND. * 
FAX: 804-496-3753. 2817 Shore Dr., Suite ’ 
#111, Virginia Beach, VA 23451. Mail orders * 
available. Quantity discounts. Other dealers • 
welcome for sail repairs and price quotes. • 
WASHINGTON SAILING MARINA. . 
George Wahington Memorial Parkway, Alex- . 
andria, VA 33214. 703-548-9027. BIG five- . 
star rated windsurfing instructional pro¬ 
grams. Rentals, instructor training and certifi- ’ 
cation programs. Bob Redmond, BIG Master ' 
instructor, teaches basic through advanced ’ 
programs on the beautiful Potomac River in • 
the exciting atmosphere of Washington, D.C. • 

■ Minutes from downtown, easily accessible by . 

. Metrorail and convenient to National airport. . 

. O’Brien, F2, Fanatic sailboards and equip- . 
ment. Washington, D.C.’s professional in- % 
struction program—"We guarantee sue- * 
cess.” 

WISCONSIN 

' SOUTHPORT RIGGGING. SwapAent • 

• Sale, April 21-23. Bring used equipment to • 

• sell. Buy used or new at best prices. 2926 • 

. 75th St.. Kenosha. Wl. 414-652-5434. 

. SOUTHPORT RIGGING. Selection, ad- . 

, vice, friendly service. Fanatic, Mistral, Bic. Hi- 
_ Tech, Seatrend. Pryde, Gaastra, and 
I whatever's hot! School, rentals, surfwear. ' 

' 414-652-5434. Kenosha, Wl. We’re worth the ’ 

’ trip! 

• U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS • 

. CARIBBEAN BOARDSAILING. PO Box 

. 7021, St. Thomas. USVI 00801. 809-776- 
. 3486. Island's most complete windsurfing ’ 
. center. Mistral-certified school on Morning-' 
Star Beach. Retail shnn in D'mnnrin v..h, • 



















LOCATED AT THE 


ARUBA PALM BEACH 
HOTEL 

MATERIAL FOR BEST 
PERFORMANCE AND 
RADICAL FUN 

EQUIPMENT 

Since 1985 we have 
stood as a reliable sup¬ 
plier of high performance 
rental equipment of the 
highest quality. Produc¬ 
tion and custom equip¬ 
ment available. 

* Calvert Sails 

* Windsurfing Hawaii 

* Mistral 

* Protech Glassboards 

* Sailboards 
Aruba Boards 

* Seatrend 

LESSONS 

Beginners - Intermediate - 
Advanced 

ADDRESS: 

Windsurfing Aruba 
P.O. Box 256 
Oranjestad, Aruba 

PHONE: 011-2978-34407 
FAX: 011-2978-33472 


CLASSIFIED 


GORGE HOUSE: Amazing 3-4 Bdrm 
House, Gorge view, 10 mins from 
Hood River, 3 mins to river, best 
sailing spot. Fully furnished, 6 acres, 
jacuzzi, decks, air cond., fireplace. 
Incredibly beautiful. Available June - 
Sept.$700/week,$400/weekend. 
(212) 734-7384, leave message. 


REAL ESTATE SALES PERSON. 

Seeking DYNAMIC individual to join 
our "full-time" sales team. Exp. pref. 
Send resume in confidence to Glenn 
Taylor, P.O. Box 657, Hood River, OR 
97031. 


BUILD YOUR OWN BOARD FOR AS 
LITTLE AS $300. Shop Manual 73 
pages, 17 Comprehensive Illustra¬ 
tions, 20 Step-by-Step Photos, 2 Scale 
Templates. Also: making fins, carbon 
fiber reinforcement. JAM— PACKED 
WITH HELPFUL HINTS! ORDER 
NOW, ONLY $19.95 Plus $2.50 post¬ 
age and handling (U.S. Funds). Send 
check/money order: Berree Market¬ 
ing, 89 Murray St., Ste. 200, Ottawa, 
Canada K7N 5M5. 


RED SAIL SPORTS —ARUBA, Attn. 
Chris Kelly, c/o Americana Aruba 
Hotel, Oranjestad, Aruba. Phone 011 - 
2978-31603. Accepting applications 
from certified boardsailing instruc¬ 
tors. Enthusiasm and a solid work 
ethic required. 


GORGE RENTAL : New condo in Hood 
River (THE LODGE). Designed and 
built by boardsailors. Walk to Resta¬ 
urants, entertainment,and shops. 
Call 503-386-7666 or 714-581-0297 



tost Windsurfino In the Gorg* Just stops 
rom your bsdroom III Prlvst# launch alto 
ip-wind from Dougsbsach.Weskiy 
iccommodatlon packaga with rigged 
Windsurfing Hawaii equipment, Hot tub, 
lountaln bikes and Video analysis-_|. 

:or ^.°«A ,lon 


Haven Marina Hourly, daily, weekly rentals 
Mistral, Fanatic. Hi-Fly, Windsurfing Hawaii. 
Da Kine, Gaastra. ART. Yacht and hotel pack¬ 
ages 

EASTWIND WATERSPORTS. Red Hook 
Plaza in Sapphire Beach, St Thomas. 809- 
775-5066 Certified instructors Beginner and 
advanced lessons Complete retail shop, 
carrying Hi-Tech, O’Brien, Calvert. Fleet- 
wood. Quiksilver, Local Motion, Da Kine, Nike 
Daily/weekly rentals. Surfboards. Boogie 
boards, charter boat packages available. 
WEST INDIES WINDSURFING. PO Box 
2643. St Thomas. VI 00803. 809-775-6530. 
Vi’s first and finest Seatrend. F2 Tiga, O'Brien 
Complete sailboard shop, sales, lessons, and 
rentals. Air, land, and water packages. 

INTERNATIONAL 
_ ARUBA _ 

RED SAIL SPORTS, c/o Americana Aruba 
Hotel. Oranjestad. Aruba 011-2978-31603. A 
full-service watersports facility. Quality board 
rentals by the hour/day/week Lessons for all 
abilities 1 Reliable chase boat. ."Don’t 
worry. be happy!” 

WINDSURFING VILLAS. L G Smith Blvd. 
#462, Oranjestad 800-252-1070 or 617-893- 
8782. Stay in beautiful single-story rooms 
equipped with kitchenettes Located on wa¬ 
terfront at hottest sailing spot in Caribbean 
Newest and best windsurfing shop in Carib¬ 
bean on premises. 

BRITISH WEST INDIES 

RED SAIL SPORTS, c/o Hyatt Regency. 
Box 1588, Grand Cayman. BWI, 1-800-255- 
6425. Full-service watersports with complete 
line of Fanatic sailboards. Instructions are our 
specialty 


_CANADA_ 

THE HARRISON BEACH SPORTS CO. 

PO Box #193, Harrison Hot Springs. BC. 
Canada V0M 1K0. We specialize in sales and 
rentals of high-performance equipment Near 
BEAR CREEK. Harrison Lake's hot new sailing 
Spot. 604-796-3686. 

CARIBBEAN 

CLUB MED. Windsurfing all levels. Featur¬ 
ing free Tiga equipment/instruction. St. Lucia, 
Dominican Republic, Martinique, Guade¬ 
loupe. Mention this ad for rebates. Call the 
experts. 303-777-5393. 800-272-4729. 

GUATEMALA 

WINDSURFING PLAZA. Authorized 
dealer for MISTRAL, O'BRIEN, NEIL PRYDE, 
FLEETWOOD, DA KINE, CALVERT, THULE. 
VUARNET. and much more. We ship to Cen¬ 
tral America. Extensive and complete inven¬ 
tory. Lessons, rentals, and wonderful tours. 
5a. Ave. 3-38, zona 9. Tel. 364529. FAX 
367882. Telex 6130 Sapper GU. 

MEXICO _ 

CLUB MED. Windsurfing all levels. Featur¬ 
ing free Tiga equipment/instruction. Cancun, 
Ixtapa, Sonora Bay. Mention this ad for re¬ 
bates. Call the experts. 303-777-5393. 800- 
272-4729. 



























OUTER BANKS 


May/June 
’89 


All the elements for perfect wind' 
surfing! Wind and warm shallow 
sound conditions coupled with 
Kitty Hawk Sports’ weekend and 
week-long windsurfing camps 
offering clinics customized to the 
group. Field trips, social events 
and lodging. Perfect for the begin¬ 
ner and intermediate sailor. 
Advanced technique lessons also 
offered. 


For More 
Information or 
Reservations. 

Write: 

Kitty Hawk Sports, Attn: Keith 
P.O. Box 340, Nags Head, NC 27959 
or Call: (919) 441-4124 
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WINDRIDER 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

CLINICS: 

THE GORGE 
ARUBA 
ST. CROIX 

FEATURING TOP PROS 


Vacation clinics and 
race packages 
available. Call for 
information today! 
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W indsurfing, if the truth be 
known, is really a difficult 
sport. Now, I’m not talking 
about the actual sailing 
itself—that’s easy compared to all the 
other problems involved with this 
activity. 

For instance, try getting into your 
wetsuit—or better yet, your drysuit! The 
only reason that Houdini gained such 
notoriety for getting out of straight 
jackets and handcuffs is that drysuits 
hadn’t yet been invented. 

Or how about carrying all that 
windsurfing stuff? You'd need a lousy 
moving van to fit all the gear that you 
and a couple of friends need for a 
weekend trip to the coast, for crying out 
loud! Loading and 
unloading the boards 
alone can take a 
couple of hours and 
you can be sure that 
the board you want is 
at the very bottom. I 
usually start packing 
for a weekend trip on 
Wednesday, devoting 
a couple of hours a 
day just to carry all the 
stuff out to my car. I 
have over four miles of 
rope and nylon straps 
to tie everything onto 
my roof. 

But I think the 
most difficult part of 
this entire sport is 


The Key to 
Hiding Your 
Keys 


BY ERIC SANFORD 


maybe he forgot the right beat. 

The next fellow slipped his keys into 
the end of one of his masts on his roof 
rack, after first peering around the area 
looking for any spies who might be 
watching him. (He didn't see me, 





deciding what to do with your car keys 
while you’re out sailing. I, for one, have 
still not found the perfect solution. In 
fact, I’ve tried so many hiding places 
that I now have to keep a list of pos¬ 
sible locations taped to my car window 
that when I drag myself off the water, 
know where to start looking. 

One day. in an attempt to find the 
ideal hiding place, I spent several hours 
observing some sneaky sailors who 
were attempting to foil theft of both 
belongings and vehicles while maintain- 
a location that they could remember 
and get to without a ladder and fishing 
rod. 

The first guy was pretty tricky. He 
found a place that he wouldn’t forget, 
but the keys were still a bit hard to get 

to— he locked them in the car. There 

they were, sitting casually on the front 
seat, smiling up at him as he swore 
profusely and pounded his fists 
vigorously on the car's roof. I guess 


however, as I was cleverly disguised as 
a board bag.) Then he went sailing off. 
happy in the knowledge that his car 
was safe and that he would be able'to 
find his keys easily. 

The only problem was that, a few 
minutes later, a couple of his friends 
came up and took his mast. “Yeah, this 
is Bob's car, I’d know it anywhere. He 
won’t mind if I borrow his spare mast..." 
Bye-bye, keys. 

Then there's the girl who had her 
hiding spot all figured out in advance: 
under the car. Way under. We’re not 
talking about just a quick slip under the 
bumper, we're talking about all the way 
under. She dropped onto her stomach 
and deftly worked her way under the 
engine until her legs, and then her feet, 
finally disappeared underneath. 

As she was working the key into 
some hidden metallic crevice, a large 
dog trotted up to the front tire, gave it a 
thorough sniff, and proceeded to spray 
the entire wheel. Now, this was a large 


that he had some sojtof secre^signal y . ^ ^ apparen , |y he had been 
Mf 6 W, ‘ i ii .. mould ' holding himself for quite a long time 


day. A puddle formed by the tire, and 
then began running under the car. 

A moment later, I heard, “What the 
h— oh, %&‘$#@!!!” Then there was a 
loud bang as her head slammed up 
against the muffler or something. I 
didn’t stick around to see (or hear) the 
rest. I heard later from friends that the 
cut on her forehead is healing nicely. 

Another female was planning to 
solve the key problem in a more 
traditional manner—dropping them 
down between the old ba-zooms. She 
didn't have very big ba-zooms, but she 
did have quite a large ring of keys. 
Down they went anyway, forming a 
rather large and pointed protrusion in 
the center of her chest, inside her 
wetsuit. 

She is recovering 
nicely from the gaping 
chest wound she 
received when she 
landed chest first on 
her board, after 
getting hooked in by 
mistake in the middle 
of a jibe attempt. 

"Poor girl," her doctor 
later confided in me, "I 
had to remove the key 
to her heart." Ha, ha. 

I solved my key 
hiding problem long 
ago—I just don’t lock 
my car. I don’t even 
take the key out of my 

RICK MARTIN jg n j t j on |p | 


even stop my car—I leave.it running 
whenever I’m out sailing. 

The way I figure it, is this: First, no 
one’s going to steal anything from a 
running car; they reckon you must be 
nearby if you’ve left your car running. 
Second, I switched the "R" and the "D” 
on my automatic transmission, so that if 
someone hops in and tries to steal the 
car itself, they’re in for a real surprise 
when they put it in gear. Finally, my car 
isn’t worth stealing anyway. 

Admittedly, I do go through a 
couple of dollars' worth of gas while I'm 
out sailing for a while, but let me tell 
you—it’s a heck of a lot cheaper than 
fixing a window you have to break to 
get at the keys you locked in your car, 
or hiring a locksmith to make you a new 
set after you lose them. 

And besides, the motor is always 
warmed up when I get out of the 
water. ■ 


No one can say that Eric Sanford 
doesn't understand the key to success. 
He's got the secrets of windsurfing all 






















With the Bamba, you will sail on the 
same board that Stephan Van Den 
Berg uses in international course rac¬ 
ing competition. The qua- 
dro concave hull and the 
thick rails improve upwind 
capabilities, speed on 
reaches, and 

directional stability. And the subtle rocker 
pattern provides early planing and quick 
. acceleration in lighter winds. Manufac¬ 
tured in ACEtec.the Bamba features excellent strength and 
stiffness-essential for a successful course racing board. 

Equipped with the new race fin, composite 
fiber centerboard and multiple footstraps, 
the Bamba offers accessories typically 
found only on racing prototypes. 

BIC Bamba—Take the Lead. 




Sport 


BIC Sport USA, UBO Shormm Aw, Homden. CT 065M, ZB-W-TO 
BC Sport Cinidi,S300 ouefl. Boul Henri-Bouruu. VBlo St liutont. Quebec 


BIC BAMBA: 

The Stephan 
Man Den 
Berg 
Racing 
Machine 


Stephan Van Den Berg 
on the Bamba: "The 
design of the Bamba 
is the direct result of 
my experience on 
the World Cup Race 
circuit and the re¬ 
search of the BIC 
Sport engineers. As 
the result of this re¬ 
search we have 
designed a course 
board which com¬ 
bines excellent up¬ 
wind ability with 
speed on the -5 
reaches. And the | 
ACEtec manufactur- « 
ing process allows | 
us to make a pro- s 
duction board which | 
will hold its own | 
even against an g 
exotic prototype". 2 
Technical § 
Specifications: -g 
Length: 3.7m (12'2*) « 
Width: 0.65m (26') ; 

Volume: 2401. 
Weight: 16 kg. (35 - 
s.) Mast Track and 1 




























Sunset 

SLALOM: 

“First in cus¬ 
tomer SATIS¬ 
FACTION OF 
ALL BOARDS 
IN 1988” 

- Surf Magazine - 








